
Louisiana Board of Ethics
LaSalle Building - First Floor

617 North 3'd Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

November 2012009
9:00 a.m. (LaBelle Room)

GENERAL

Consent Agenda, Consent Opinions
&

Items Requiring No Board Action

Gl4. Docket No. 07-481
Consideration of a consent opinion concerning Edward J. Price, III reporting
a loan made to his company, Craftsmen Investments, from campaign funds.

G15. Docket No. 07-1050
Consideration of a consent opinion concerning Will Torres, Jr., an

unsuccessful candidate for Terrebonne Parish Sheriff in the October20,2007
election, failing to disclose guarantors on loans made to his campaign.

G16. Docket No. 08-246
Consideration of a proposed consent opinion concerning Mary Ann Wiggins,
an unsuccessful candidate for State Representative, District 24,inthe October
20, 2007 primary and November 17, 2007 general elections, receiving
contributions in excess of the permissible limits.

Gl7. Docket No. 08-668
Consideration of a proposed consent opinion regarding John T. Lavarine, III,
an unsuccessful candidate for Councilman atLarge for the City of Kenner, in
the April 1,2006 using funds from one election to pay the debts of a prior
election.



G18. Docket No. 08-906
Consideration of a proposed consent opinion regarding an employee of the
Lafayette Consolidated Government, Public Works Department, being
employed with an agency that does business with the Public Works
Department.

G19. Docket No. 08-984
Reconsideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the
members of the Ethics Review Board for the City of New Orleans are subject
to the financial disclosure laws.

G20. Docket No. 08-990
Consideration of charges regarding a person making expenditures in
connection with a proposition in the November 4,2008 election and failing to
file required campaign finance disclosure reports.

G2l. Docket No. 09-710
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding an employee of
the Sabine River Authority enterins into transactions with the Sabine River
Authority.

G22. Docket No. 09-738
Consideration of charges filed against the following candidate that failed to
file her Personal Financial Disclosure Statement within 10 days of quali$zing
for the April 4,2009 election: Patricia Cravins.

G23. Docket No. 09-916
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether an

employee of the Off,rce of Addictive Disorders (OAD) may accept part-time
employment with an Access to Recovery Provider.



G24. Docket No. 09-941
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a
member ofthe Louisiana State Arts Council may accept a nomination to sit as

an officer of the Louisiana Partnerships for the Arts Board, a nonprofit
organization that receives grant funding from the Council.

G25. Docket No. 09-961
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a town
clerk may continue her employment when her prospective mother-in-law
serves as an alderman of the town.

G26. Docket No. 09-968
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding an employee of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries seeking part-time employment at the
Bass Pro Shop.

G27. Docket No. 09-969
Consideration of request for advisory opinion regarding whether an alderman
can vote on a project when his employer is providing materials for the project.

G28. Docket No. 09-994
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the
Director of the Traffic & Transportation Department of Lafayette
Consolidation Governmentmay serve as an expertwitness in a case involving
the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development.

G29. Docket No. 09-999
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the
purchasing agent for St. John the Baptist School Board may issue a purchase

order to a company that has a business agreement with the purchasing agent.



G30. Docket No. 09-1001
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding the appointment
of a contractor with the Department of Health and Hospitals Chronic Disease
Prevention and Control Unit to the Diabetes Advisory Council.

G31. Docket No. 09-1002
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether an

employee for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
may sell his personal residence to a consultant for the Louisiana Department
of Transportation and Development.

G32. Docket No. 09-1003
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a Project
Engineer with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
may submit construction plans for review and approval to the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development on behalf of the consultant
architect for the Town of Jena.

G33. Docket No. 09-1011
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether Baton
Rouge Police officers may accept gift certifrcates from Sullivan's Steak House.

G34. Docket No. 09-1039
Consideration of a request of certification of training for members of the
House of Representatives.



General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BI) 2008-984
tu20t2009

RE:

Reconsideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the members of the
Ethics Review Board for the City of New Orleans are subject to the financial disclosure laws.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1124.2.1and 2008-715

Comments:

At the December 2008 Board meeting, the Board issued an advisory opinion which stated that the
members of the City of New Orleans Ethics Review Board were not required to file annual
personal frnancial disclosure statements. The Board based the opinion on the fact that the Ethics
Review Board does not have the authority to expend, disburse or invest $10,000 or more in
funds, instead, the Ethics Review Board must first seek approval from the Chief Administrative
Officer before any expenditure may be made. The CAO holds final authority on the expenditure
ofany funds.

Since the issuance of this advisory opinion, the City of New Orleans has amended its Home Rule
Charter to provide for the guaranteed funding of the Ethics Review Board in terms of the overall
General Budget of the City of New Orleans. However, the Ethics Review Board still must first
seek approval from the Chief Administrative Officer before any expenditures may be made on
behalf of the Ethics Review Board. The CAO still holds final authority on the expenditure of any
tunds. (TKM)

Recommendations:

Affirm the prior advisory opinion.



Date

i,l.;"."uu.,/

Mr. Kevin Wildes, S. J., ph.D.
6363 St. Charles Avenue
Campus Box 9
New Orleans, Louisiana 7 Ol1 g-6 143

ft ,':"rt"i" {

Re: Ethics Board Docket No.200g_9g4

Dear Mr. Wildes: 
,,...._ .U 

,u..,,r, ,7, d 
,",i,_=

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at ;is'No,t;rnbey 2o;itooil^*ring, considered your request forreconsideration of an uttlg.v gpinion issued on December I 6, zooa:rtatin! trtuilhe members of thecity of New orleans Ethic; Review Board were not subject to the annual personal financialdisclo^sure requirements under Section rr24.2.1 of the code of Governmental Ethics. you statedthat after the issuance of the December I 6, 2008 aouisory oprnion, the city 
"lN"* orleans amendedits Home Rule Charter to provide for the guaranteed runoing of the Ethics Review Board. However,you stated that the Ethics Review Board siill does not have tfre authorityto expend, disburse orinvest$10'000 or more in funds' You stated that the Ethics Review Board still must first seek approvalfrom the Chief Administrative officer before *t *pr;Jiirre -uy be made. The cAo holds finalauthority on the expenditure of any funds.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you*Iha{ thcCode of Govemmental Ethics would
not require the members of the cityof Neworlganp Ethiis ireui.* Board ,o Rt. annual financial
disclosure reports pursuant to Sectio#T124,.2.1ottrft Coae. 'bection ttz+.z.toirt. code provides
that each member and any designee of a member of a board or commission that has the authority toexpend, disburse, or invest ten thousand dollars or more of funds in a fiscal year shall file financialdisclosure statements. Since the City of New orleans Ethics Review Board does not have theauthority to expend, disburse or invest $10,000 or more in funds nor does it have the authority tomake recommendations that must be followed on the expenditure, disbursement or investment of
such funds, the City of New orleans Ethics Review goari is not subject to the financial disclosurelaws' 

;Ei '2 ::i--,t ;.i:", 'i(-=t,.6;

The Board issues no opinion ur ro tu#*t";;L" *" 
"*" 

ol"ou"rn-ental Ethics. If you have anyquestions, please contact me at (g00) g42-6630 or (225) 763-gi7l.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Tracy K. Meyer
For the Board

"u 
'!-ii:i 

i
j * 

1-
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December 16,2008

Mr. Kevin Wildes, S. J., Ph.D.
6363 St. Charles Avenue
Campus Box 9
New Orleans, Louisiana 7 O113-6143

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. dffi#-ffi

Dear Mr. Wildes:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its December 1 1, 2008 meeting, considered your request for an
advisory opinion as to whether the members of the City of New Orleans Ethics Review Board are
required to file annual financial disclosure statements pursuant to the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. You stated that the City of New Orleans Ethics Review Board was not
created by statute, but by Ordinance No. 9-402 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of New
Orleans. The Ethics Review Board does not have the authority to expend, disburse or invest
$10,000 or more in funds, instead, the Ethics Review Board must first seek approval from the
Chief Administrative Officer before any expenditure may be made. The CAO holds final
authority on the expenditure of any funds.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that the Code of Governmental Ethics
would not require the members of the City of New Orleans Ethics Review Board to file annual
financial disclosure reports pursuant to Section II24.2.1 of the Code. Section 1124.2.1 of the
Code provides that each member and any designee of a member of a board or commission that
has the authority to expend, disburse, or invest ten thousand dollars or more of funds in a fiscal
year shall file financial disclosure statements. Since the City of New Orleans Ethics Review
Board does not have the authority to expend, disburse or invest $10,000 or more in funds nor
does it have the authority to make recommendations that must be followed on the expenditure,
disbursement or investment of such funds, the City of New Orleans Ethics Review Board is not
subject to the financial disclosure laws.

The Board issues no opinion as to laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. If you have
any questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 763-8711 .

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS



,:.I_!_D- -l D1

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS
ETHICS REVIEW BOARD
525 St. Charles Avenue, New orleans, LA 70130 -3409,504-6g1-3200

October 9,2009

Kathleen Allen
Ethics Administrator H
Louisiana Ethics Administration E
P.O. Box 4368 E 

=,.j,;Baton Rouge, LA7082l ; iit
:gfr

Dear Ms. Allen, ; 
t*l
te

I write to you in my capacity as Chair of the Ethics Review Board (ERB) for the City?f N"* ''
Orleans to request another advisory opinion concerning the interpretation of the financial
disclosure requirements that may apply to the Members of tn. ERB pursuant to the Louisiana
Code of Governmental Ethics, Section 1124.2.1. In that regard, ur yo,, may recall, at the behest
of the ERB, the Board of Ethics issued an advisory opinion last year concerning the financial
disclosure requirements applicable to the members of the ERB. ,See, Advisory bpinion dated
December 16,2008, Docket Number 2008-9g4.

Although the ERB is of the opinion that the original advisory opinion issued by the Board of
Ethics is correct and remains legally sound, this request for another advisory opinion is
submitted in an abundance of caution in order to provide the Board of Ethics additional
information. After the Board of Ethics provided its original advisory opinion in this matter, an
amendment to the City of New Orleans Home Rule Charter became effective on January t,Zn1g
for the 2009 fiscal year. This amendment to the Home Rule Charter provides for the guaranteed
funding of the ERB in terms of a percentage of the overall General Budget of the City of New
Orleans.

In light of the foregoing change to the Home Rule Charter, the ERB would like to know whether
the Board of Ethics' original opinion is still applicable and governs the financial disclosure
requirements of the Members of the ERB? Howiver, as outlined in further detail below, it is of
critical importance 1o note that despite this amendment to the Home Rule Charter, nothing has
changed since the Board of Ethics issued its original advisory opinion concerning the mannler in
which the ERB's budget is approved, o, 

"or""*ing 
the ERB's-authority to expend, disburse or

invest funds in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10,0b0).

The ERB is funded, pursuant to Sec. 9-401 of the Home Rule Charter for the City of New
Orleans, by the City of New Orleans and its budget is subject to the approval of the New Orleans
City Council. The ERB still does not have the authority to expend, disburse, or invest ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) or more in funds. In order to expend funds within the ERB's



CITY OF NEW ORLEANS
ETHICS REVIEW BOARI)
525 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, tA 70130-9409,504-Ggl-3200

approved budget, the Board must still submit requests and receive approval from the Chief
Administrative Office, as was the case before the Home Rule Chart"t u-!trd-.rrt.

Enclosed please find a copy of the original advisory opinion request, the Board of Ethics original
opinion, and a copy of the Home Rule charter referenced above.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Chair, Ethics Review Board



General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2008-990
ru20t2009

RE:

Consideration of charges regarding a person making expenditures in connection with a
proposition in the November 4,2008 election and failing to file required campaign finance

disclosure reports.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

l8:1486

Comments:

The Board at its October 27,2009 meeting filed charges against Cecilia Giannobile for failing to
file required campaign finance disclosure reports. The report was filed and late fees have been

assessed. (AMA)

Recommendations:

Dismiss charges.



General ltem
Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-710

LU20t2009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding an employee of the Sabine
River Authority entering into transactions with the Sabine River Authority.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: 1113A

Comments:

FACTS:

Harold Temple is employed by the Sabine River Authority as the Shoreline Manager. His job
duties include permitting activity on the "Buffer Zone" around the Toledo Bend Reservoir,
including piers, boathouses and water withdrawals. The Buffer Zone is also called a leaseback
since the Authority purchased the land for flooding, erosion, pollution protection and aesthetic
value and leased the land back to the original landowner subject to certain rules and regulations
by the Authority.

One of the activities offered to anyone who has access to the Reservoir or permission from a
person that has such access is a small commercial water contract. The water contract allows the
person with access to purchase raw lake water for 15 cents per 1000 gallons. The Shoreline
department handles the water contracts and permits.

Mr. Temple owns land around the Toledo Bend Reservoir and intends to purchase raw lake
water. In addition, Mr. Temple owns land he may develop in the future. In order to develop his
land, he would need a dredging permit to put in a neighborhood launch, meet all the standard
terms and conditions and have his drawings reviewed and approved by his direct supervisor.

LAW:

Section 1 1 13A of the Code prohibits a public servant from bidding on or entering into a contract,
subcontract or other transaction that is under the supervision orjurisdiction of his agency.

ANALYSIS:

Since Mr. Temple's water withdrawal from the Toledo Bend Reservoir would require him
entering into a contract with his agency, the Shoreline Department, Mr. Temple is prohibited
from entering into a water withdrawal contract with his agency. Further, Mr. Temple is
prohibited from applying for a dredging permit as such application and approval involves his
agency, the Shoreline Department. (TKM)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Mr. Harold H. Temple
SRA of LA Shoreline Manager ,k
15091 Texas Highway ,,tt_ *,iiiv'
Many, Louisiana

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-710 "'i!"v ;1t' .'-"

Dear Mr. Temple: 
-" *'lr, 

,o 
*' '' 'cf;'{ 

.'**r**, "* o*
J:11 I 

.,,.,, k
The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20, Z1qi,meq{ing, considered iour request
for an advisory opinion as to whether you may enter ipio m#itet withdrawd cbntract with
the Sabine River Authority, Shoreline Department; andwftrl,$bffip may obtain a dredging
permit from the Sabine River Authority ("Authority"), Shoreline ligfql1pggnt. you states that

f^1. T "1{",Y: I ! v !19 }u i ne River Au th on ty riS ttr€F g hore li nd . Yourjob duties
include permitting activity on the "Buffer,;Zori6;;,,areiu11d the rdi"d'o Bend i.eservoir,

Zone is also called a
leaseback since the Authority purchased the land for ft-o,o,4in$:eiosion, pollution protection
and aesthetic value and leased the tandback to the original iitiao*ner subject ro ceitain rules

contracts, as wetl,$s

contract 'r'|Gw.Sjer.ootra ws the n with access to purchase raw lake water for
15 centS pe".l$9r,gallons. Y,ou prated that the Shoreline Department handles the water
lontracts, as well as the oermifs: 'r , i,vell as the permits. ,ol 

,i.'u

You stated that youbwrtsla
lake watei. In addition.'
develop .youl -land,_ vou -itateo rhat you wbuld need a dreaging permit ro pur i*'-''-':.f _J""' r4uv' J\.,!:-D,_L6l-Dt;\r trral )iuu \lvUUItl IlgtrU a Ufg(Igfng pefmft tO pUt ln a
neigtborhood launch, mbdsall the standard terms and conditionJ and irau" your irawings

and regulations by the Authority, .'
ils

..:,iii.t::l

Reservoir or has
contract. niq*

offered tp any.one
ersOn t$flf haS suc

,+

re who has access to the Toledo BendYou stated that one of the
a persOn thdf haS'such access is a small commercial water

contract. Theswater the oe*'i

Eii the Toledo Bend Reservoir and intend to purchase raw
n land that you may develop in the future. In order to

revielved and approved by your direct supervisor.
lngs

lV

The Board concl$d, and instructed me to inform you, that the Code of Governmental
EthiCst-*ould..prohibit you from entering into a water withdrawal contract as well as
submittryr$ ?n'application for and obtaining a dredging permit from rhe Sabine River
Authority Shoreline Department while you are employed as the Shoreline Department
Manager. Section 1113A of the Code prohibits apublic servant from bidding on or entering
into any contract, subcontract or other transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction



Mr. Harold H. Temple
Date
Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-710
Paee2

of his agency. Since the water withdrawal contract and the dredging permit under the
supervisio:r.aqd jurfsdiction of the Shoreline Department, you are pgghibi entering
into the water withdrawal contract and obtaining a dred giltgpermtu; u are employed
as the manager of the Shoreline Department.

This advisory opinion is based solely on rhe facts as @tortn AS
presented may result in a different application of theffipvisi

w"'"
of the The

Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to la the Code of ntal
Ethics. If you have any questions, please contact me 2-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Tracy K.



=nr=ffi 
sabl*,,liver Authority

To: Tracy K. Meyer,
LA Bd. Of Ethics
PO Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA7082l

From: Harold I{. Temple ..

SRA of LA Shoreline Msr
15091 Texas Hwy
Many, LA71449

RE-Et. Bd. Docket No.-2009-710

Ms. Meyer,

Any one who has access or permission from same qualifies for said policies
and will not be denied. This request is over kill on "The Directors" part
as I understand due to the possible large potential profits should I spend considerable
monies to install a water depot to offer drilling companies for frac.water in the
Haynesville Shale. I happen to have purchased many years ago arare location on
the lake and the Converse crossroads at the current southern point of drilling activity.

My direct supervisor issues those water sales contracts to anyone who qualifies
but I am close enough to the picture to see competition is fierce and I may or may not
forward with those plans due to risk factors.

As far as developing issue I would need a dredging permit to put in a neighborhood
launch, rneet all standard terms and conditions and have drawing and final reviewed and
approved by rny direct supervisor Carl Chance. Many employees and Board members
live on the lake and are allowed to permit such items. (see attachedLlB contract)

The "Authority has no connection with minerals; I just included them since I am the
mineral owner in perpetuity in several areas under the lake.

Sorry if this all seems unnecessary but it was suggested by my Director.
I have included various related attachments for review.
If you have any questions feel free to contact me.

Harold H. Temple

BOBBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR

l\5ee .--
r-,O

> ::.1
C -::::j_'6) 4,.

C,-
G) r:l:

:9 ni;.:
-]! a:-".*ea

ta1;:cr ;.tr

go

15091 TEXAS HIGHWAY . MANY, LOUISIANA 71449-5718
(318) 2564112 . FAX NO. (318) 2s64179

SRA of LA Shoreline Msr.



SABINE RIVI,R AUTHORITY
STATE OF LOUISIANA
15091 TEXAS FlyY.
MAIIY, LA 71449-5718
(3r8) 2s64r12

1. Applicant

Mailing

Address

2. (a) Physical Address (ifnone) legal description oflakeside property:

Section Township

(b) Name of Subdivision

PRTVATf,, USE PERMIT APPLICATIOI

APPLICATION NO.
PAID/CHECK#
RECEIPT #

Home Phone:

Daytime Phone

Other Phone:

Range

Blk Lot No

3. (a) Check one: Applicant owns, er _
(b) Is leaseback area included in deed or lease: ves

4. Type of structure./s to be placed on leaseback property :

Attachadatedandsigrredsitedrawingoftheshorelineandprop
dimensions of proposed structure or structures.

leases the land referred to in item 2

no

5 Attach a copy ofyour deed including leaseback assignment, and/or lease agreemenr.

i Applications will not be accepted unless the items listed in 4 and 5 above are included with application.
Applicant agrees to abide by the rules and regulations of the Sabine River Authority, as well as State,'parish, and
Federal laws that are applicable to the Toledo Bend area.

The following applicable t'ees are payable to the SRA of LA.:

An inspection fee of $ 35.00 for each permit applicntion (All permits remain pending until all required documents art
provided, the project is completed, and a final inspection has been requested and approved. Pennits may remain
pending for l8 months before expiration. Existing structures, transfers, and curreni projects may be iricluded in one
permit. At the end of the pending period, a final inspection will be performed and the permit closed, providing that all
documents are provided and the completed improvements pass final inspection. Fees on all private struclures and
shoreline improvements are payable one time upon application for said permit; and shall be valid so long as said
structure meets reasonable requirements of structural soundness, endurance, and appearance. Additional private use
permit information is available by request from the shoreline Department.

A Permit transfer fee of $ 35.00 is required for ownership changes.

Water withdrawal - an annual fee of $ 50.00 (no tax) to mechanically remove or pump un-metered lake water.

The Authority does not take responsibility for protecting the applicant's property nor guarantee that said propeny will
not be used by other persons in the absence ofapplicant. It being expressly intended that the Authority assumes no
responsibility for the conduct of activities herein permitted which shall be at the sole risk of the applicant. Applicant
agrees that in the event any lawsuit or claim is filed, for any reason, naming the SRA" arising out ofthe issuance ofthis
permit, that Permitee agrees to hold harmless, defend, and indemnify the SRA.

I certify that the above infonnation is true and corect to the best of my knowledge.

Date
Signature of Applicant



KEEP TFIIS INFORMATION FOR YOUR RECORDS, DO NOT RETLTRN!
Private Use Permit

Inlbrmation

The Toleclo Bend Joint Project, Sabrne River Autholity of Texas, and Sabine River
Authoritl, of Louisiana owns and regulates respective portionq of Toledg B9r1d Rgpe.r.v-g.i.1

as well as a "Buffet Zote" lcnown as "Leaseback", alollnd the Reselvoir, which was (in

LA), leased back to the original ou,ners fol a periocl of 99 years. This interest must be

assignecl to the current adjacent lanclowner to exercise the exclusive lights stated tirerein.

Altliough habitable structures and or sewage facilities are prohibited on or below

Leaseback; structures such as storage buildings (with windows for inspection), piers,

boathouses, decks, outdoor pavilions, seau,alls, boat launches, and prirrate water

u,itirdrawal systems are penlitted only with tire express consent and supervision of the

Shoreline Depafirnent.

In a1 efforl to distribute the use of the Reservoil with regard to the pubiic interest, an

individuals contractual L/B Rights, and neighborhood concelals, it is the policy of the

Autholity to lirnit an individuals designates area below the 172 MSL contour to:

1 . A maximum of 1/3 of a cove (note-smallel coves boat lanes rnay lequire in excess

Of l/3 for boat traffic)
2. A tninimum of 100 L/F form a buoyed boat lane

3. Not to exceed 300 L/F (if area is available)
4. Not to exceed 160 MSL iake bottom elevation on structure which extend lrore

than 50 L/F fi'our the 172 MSL contour
11 the instance of a natural deptli year around access (160 MSL) channel, tire primaly

goai of tl3 of a cove may 01'1nay not be adjusted on a case-by-case basis. Priority will be

giu"., to the public issue vs. feasibility of dledging and the need for individual access.

Should an issue arise in regard to an existing structure being beyond the 1/3 rule, a

review of the pennit file data will be perfonned to deteruine the future of said structure'

Str-uctures a1d activities, which extend lateraily into an adjacent area, lnay only retnain

with a written release from said areas leaseback assignee. The 1/3 rule and boat lane

safety issues cannot be optioned off.

It is the Shoreline Managers policy to design and present pennit applicants, upon request,

with a clrawing describing subject area below 172MSL. Applicants must draw in

str-urctur-es with dirnensions, depth at a specific date (or convefi to lake bottom MSL), sign

clrawing anci return u,ith applicable pemrit fees ($35 for structut'es and dredges etc.),

applicaiion and deed or lease which inciudes an assigrulent of Leaseback Riglits.

Each set of activities requiles a permit wirich remains pending up to 1 8 months or until

cor-npletiop, potification, final inspection and approval by the Shoreline Depafiment.

Irencling projects ri-ray be n-ioclifiecl by submitting a sigried revised drawing for review and



appro\/al. Pemrit erpploval is pemreutent to the current o\ /nel'as long as thel'are of'souncl

stnlctLlre or olvnel'sltip cltanges.

A pemit plat will be issLred for eercir site ancl/or water withdrawal. These plates must be

displayed. Datlagecl or lost plales will be replaced at no charge.

A u,ater: u,ithdrawal per:rnit is required to nrechanically withdraw untt'eated y4!9r fipp]
Toleclo Bencl Reservoir'. Private Llse water witirdrau,al pemrtts are payable one year in

advance. Tire fee is $i50 u,ith no applicable tax, per household and approximately one

acre irrigated area, and will be bilied annually on the fir'st of the month of the one-year

expilation.

Penlits remain in effect and arurual reneu,ai paytnents at'e due until such tirne as you

chose to advise the Autholity in writing or by acknowledging in the space provided on

yoLlr renewai statement whicir states that you do not wish to renew said pennit and you

HAVE REMO\/ED your pump and surface lines.

An ir-rspection will be made, nonnally witliin two weeks, to confinn that pump and

surface lines are removed and youl responsibility ceases. Sltould facilities be locked or'

otherwise inaccessible, please cornmunicate with the Sholeline Department. Untii said

rvritten t'equest and inspection is completed, a contract is stiil in effect!

Should yor-r sell your property, it is your responsibility to notify the Authority of the new

owners naure and acldress, to advise him of his obligation to transfer all applicable

pemits, or to r emove the system yourself and advise the Authority you wish to cancel

your pemrit and you have remor,ed youlpulnp and surface iines, and request an

inspection.

SRA Heaclquafiers is located a 15091 Texas Highway Many, LA71449
Hwy. 6 @ Pendleton Bridge.
Phorre-3 I8-256-4112 Fax-3 17 -256-4179

Haroid H. Temple-Slioreline Manager
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LEASEBACK DISCLAIMER TO ACCOMPANY PBRMITS

PERMITTEE has heretofore submitted a general plan with a request for a permit to construct, operate and

maintain certain facilities for their private use on land/water owned by the AtlHToRrTY, some of which may be

leaseback land assigned to pERMiTTEE by the original lessee or by a pervious lessee, which plans and details have

been reviewed, appioved, and relied upon uy the AU--THORTTY as a moving cause in its execution of this permit'

The AUTHORITY assumes NO responsibility for the delineation, designation, location, or description of

the leaseback adjacent and contiguous to the PhRMTTTEE'S private property and makes no waranty, expressed or

implied, as to its suitability for the proposed use. PERMTTTEE agrees and slipllates that the use and any future

reassignment of the *Urqiurnrno" ieaseback adjacent and contiguous to PERMITTEE'S private properly shall be

at pERMTTTEE,S sole risk. PERMTTTEE hereby agrees to indemniff and hold the AUTHORTTY harmless from

;;il u1 
"ruit". 

for ddmages to persons, including lJss of life or illness, or for damage to property arising out of ar '

in any way connected with tle usoof the undefinedleaseback adjacent to the Toledo Bend Reservoir by

PERMITTEE, their guests, invites or anyone using PERMITTbE's t-itities and does expressly agree to defend

any suit of any nature brought against *re aUfffOnffy and pay anyjudgmentwhich may result from said suit as it

relates to this permit. pnnrvurtEE further agrees to indemniry and hold the AUTIToRTTY harmless from the

claims of any and all parties arising out of any-accident, injury or cause of-action or event occurring or arising in

connection with the design, installition, maintenance or use ortn"ir facilities and does expressly agree !o defend any

suit of any nature brought againstthe AUTIIORITY and pay any judgtt:ll which may result from said suit as it

relates to this permit. Should the adjacent and contiguousleaseback be delineated, designated, located and/or

described in the future in such a mann€r that PERMTTTEE'S facilities are found not to be on their leasebach

pERMITTEE shall, at their sole expense remove the facilities from leaseback delineated, designated, located and /or

described as not being rightfully assigned to PERMITTEE'

should any individual or group of individuals request a perrnit to construct certain improvements in an area

of leaseback previously designatedfor use by MEMBERS of a neighborhood launch $ouP, or designees in an

approved adjacent ,,rUdinirlJn, when there is no designated individual, association, corporation, or other entity in

existence to receive said permit, the AuTHoRrrY *ill is.t" such permit to the applicant who demonstrates they are

members of the group so designated. The AurrroRrTY establishes no covenan! warranty or other obligation to

PERMITTEE when issuing a permit under these conditions'

It is understood and agreed by pERMITTEE hereto that the Toledo Bend Dam and Reservoir Project is a

multiple purpose water conse*utioo pioject, the operation of which will result in considerable fluctuation of the

Reservoir. The AUTHORTTY has herJtofore executed and entered into contracts and agreements relating to the

operation of the Project which will require substantial drawdown of the Reservoir.

PERMITTEE is advised, and acknowledges by execution hereof, that they undertake the installation and

operation of the facilities to serve their sole need at their sole risk. The AUTITORTTY makes no guarantee as to the

water elevation at which the proposed facilities will remain usable to meet the intentions of the permit and it is

understood, stipulated and agreed that the AUTHORTTY shall have no liability to PERIVTTTTEE or any assignee of
pERMITTEE as a result of a lowering of the water level of the Toledo Bend Reservoir to a level such that

PERMITTEE'S facilities become unusable.

pERMITTEE agrees to abide by the rules, regulations and resolutions of the AUTIIORITY, and the

AUTH9RTry is hereby glven the optiontf canceling and terminating this permit and all rights and obligations set

forth herein should PERMTTTEE fail to abide by such rules, regulations and resolutions. It is expressly understood

that there shall be no sewage facilities or habitable structures of any kind located on any leaseback area.

I have read, understand and agree to the conditions of this disclaimer,

PERMITTEE DATE



REQUIREMENTS OF CUSTOMER:

1. SUBMIT A DATED, WRITTEN REQUEST FOR A ,1/ATER SALES CONTRP.CT
INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

A. PROVIDE A DESIRED QUANTITY (GALLONS PER MII'.IUTE, ACRE
FEET PER DAY, GALLONS PER I"IONT]H, ACRE FEET PER IV]ONTI],

ETC. ) .

B. PROVIDE THE
(SECTION, TOWNSH]P,
LONGITUDE, BET!{EEN

LOCATION OF TTiE DIVERSION FACILITY
AND RANGE, COORDINATES, LATITUDE .AND

TAKELINE POI\ITS ;NUMBER AND

2. PROVIDE A COPY OF AUTHORIZATION FROI"I ANY AFFECTED ADJACE]t'I
PRTVATE PROPERTY OWNER AND/OR LESSEEi, TO USE THE ADJACENT
PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY AND/OR THE LEASEBACK FOR DIVERS]ON
FACILITY, PIPELINE, ETC.

5 mol/ cpmv'nct0 /J)O

r,"-/ | dt



EXAMPLE OF HOW THE CONTRACT STIOULD WORK

Assume a contract etlbctive date of May 23 and that the tlrst 1i25.00 administrati\/e clilrrge

fbl the period ti'orl May 23 through .lune 22 lias been received. The total autount of r,.rlcl' talicn

fiom May 23 tlirougl'r June 22 slrall be reporled to the Authority on the attachecl sheet ancl r.r'ill bc

used to compute the charges tbr the r,r,rza'withdlalvn. 'fhe Autholity shall submit iin invoice to the

customer tbr this amount (plus tax if applicable).

If the custorner has not cornpleted the project requiring the rr'.r/r:r' ancl wants to extencl lhc

contract tbr another period, he u.rust pay another $25.00 administrative f'ee at the tirne he pays [()t'

lhe uutcr withdrawn during rhe previous peliod.

This sequence can be fbllorved fbr a total of eleven (11) rener.vals rvhich rvill lhen 1o1al one

year. Iftl-re contract needs to be continued beyond the one year, auother contract must be executerl.

It no vuter is taken during a period, no charge lbr rlaler withdrawn would be due; the onll,

payment due would be another aclvance administlative charge if the contract is to be extenclecl.



SHORT TERM'!4/ATER SALES CONTRACT

TOLBDO BEND RESERVOIRAND SABINE RIVER

WHEREAS. , whose nrailing .rcldress

hereinafter rel'elred to

as CUSTOMER, desires to put'chase raw, ultleated water, herein refened to as lr/lrlel', iloni the

SABINE RIVER AUTHORITY, STATE OF LOUISIANA, a governmental agency of the State of

Louisiana, acting by and thror.rgh its duly authorized undersignecl ofticer', hereinatiel let'elrecl ro as

AUTHORITY, sllch lvr,/er to be diverled fiom the Toledo Bend Reservoil or tlie Sabine li.ii.er

below the Toledo Bend Rcsen,oir;

WHEREAS, CUSTOMER desires to purchase such rlaler tbr the puryose(s) ol

WHEREAS, AUTHORTTY has agreed to sell r4,rrlc/'to CUSTOMEII tbl the proposecl use

tbl the consideration and r.rpon tlre conditions hereinattel set ibrth.

NOW. THEREFORE, in consideration of mutual pronrises, covenants, ancl consiclelations

set fofth herein, tl.re parties do agree as fbllows:

WITNESSETH

I

CUSTOMER agrees and promises to pay to AUTHORITY in advance, an aclnrinistratile

charge of Twenty-Five and No/100 ($25.00) Dollals per billing periorl rvhich shall entille

CUSTOMBR to withdraw arld use uD to per _ ol'' t|ctlc/. litlm

the Toledo Bend Reservoir or the Sabine River below the l'oledo Bend Reservoir clurinq the

contract term witl.r the divelsion facility to be located

in accordance rvilh the attachecl rectLrcst

All u,uler withdrawn and used dr"rring the colltract telnr shall :be paid tbr at the rate of llfieen ccnts

($0.15) per 1.000 gallons. It is recognized by CUSTOMEII that the rate stiited heLein is the late in

efl'ect as of the date of this contract and is subject to levision by AUTHORITY. SlioLrld 1he rale be

revised by AUTHORITY, new rates will not be utilized until this existing contract or any Leneual

term expires and a new contract is entered into by the two parties.



repofi shall be used to detelr.nine the arnount of vutcr to be paicl fbr bl,ClJSTONllil{.

CUSTOMER will be invoiced for wuter used and sl.rall submit payrnerlt witliin ljticen il5) dal,s

fionr tl're date of the invoice. Allv,aler withdlawals sliall be rneasured b1'a metel conipll,ing r,rirh

cuffent Aurerican Watel Works Association standards. AUTHORITY shall be notitied ancl gir,..n

the opporlunity to inspect CUSTONIER'S operatiorl lor the purpose of contract cornpliance.

III

It is rulderstoocl and agreed that failule to pa1, 511ch suurs of uloney as ale ploviclecl lirr'

helein shall be sufllcient reasor.r for the cancellation of this contract b1' AUTFIORITY u'itlioLrt

plejudice to any other renredy available to AUTHORITY.

IV

This contract shall take el}-ect as of the date of execution heleol'and shall extend lirr a

billing period of approxin'rately thilty (30) days unless sooner ternrinatecl tr5' eithel o1'the palties

hereto or as provided for herein. [t may, subject to AUTIIORITY approval. ivhich apploval shall

trot be uureasonably witliheld, be renewed tbr an aclditional periocl of approxinratel)'thir't)'(i0)

days, up to a nraxirnum of eleven tiures, by the paynlent o1- an ailditional $25.00 athauce

acl-ninistlative charge along with paylnent fbr the lyr,/c/'rvithdlarvn chrring the prelious billing

periocl.

V

It is rurderstood ancl agreed by the parties heleto tliat the Toledo Bend Daln ancl lLeservoir'

Ploject is a multiple plrrpose r'.//c,'conservation plo.iect. the operation ol'rvhich u'ill restrlt in

considerable lluctuation of the Ir,a/c,' levels of the 'foledo Bend Resen,oir aucl the Sabine liiler
belorv the Toledo Bend Resenoir. CUSTOMER is acivised ancl aclinorvledges such [r)'e\eculion

heleof that the installation of auy diversion facility to provicle fbr tvithcilarval ol' r'(/lel its

contemplated by this contracl is at its sole risk. AUTHORITY rralies no gLralanlce as to tllc

elevation at wl.rich vlulcr can be divelteci iiont the l-oledo Bencl Reselvoir or tlte Sabine [iivc:r'

below the Toledo Bend Reservoil to meet the commitments of this contract; and it is uttcietstootl.

stipulated and agreed that AUTHORITY shall have no liability to CUSTOMEII iis the resr"rlt ol
lowering of the u,c/cr level of the Toledo Bend Reservoir ol the Sabine River belou' the l'oledo

Bend Reservoil to a level below that of any intake stmcture to be installed by CUSTONIEI{ uith

resultant t-ailure of watel supply.

VI

AUTHORITY asslunes no responsibility fbr the purity ol palatability of the tlutdr' ltlovitlcd

and rnakes no warranty, expressed or implied, as to its suitability lbl use as contemltlatecl by' this

contract. CUSTOMBR agrees aud stipulates that the Llse of said rrzdcl shall be at the sole lisli. rrl'

allqTC)N,{trp a-.1 i-,'^---^tinn +l.o.o.',ith /-ITSTa\N^liD he.-l-',,r,r.c-. t^ i'.,1o'.r'rili, 'r-,1 ll,'l,l



use of said uzrlcr. CUSTOMER turther agrees to incleurnity and holcl AUTHOILITy har.lrless

flonr the claims of any and all parlies alisir.rg out of any acciclent, injuly or callse of actiop or eyerlt

occurrlllg or arising iu connectiou with CUSTOMER'S installation, utairltenance. or- use ol' ;.ury

diversion fbcility hereunder, oL GUSTOIVIER's withch.awal anrl use of saicl rlaler.

VII

CUSTOMER agrees to abide by all the plopelly pronrulgatccl rules, regulariorrs ancl

resolutious of AUTHORITY norv in fbrce or l.rereinafier passed, and AUTHORITY is hercbl

given the option ofcanceling and temrination this contract ancl all rights and obligations set fi)rrh

herein should CUSTONIER fail to abide by such lules, r'egulations ancl lesolutions ol'

AUTHORITY; provided, l'towever, AUTHORITY shall give CUSTOMBR lvrilren norice of any

such violation and tlfteen (15) days in whichto corect suclr v'iolation, in rvhicli event, shoulcl saitl

violation not be conected, AUTHORITY, without furlhel notice, may ir.nmediately cancel this

contract.

VIII

CUSTOMEII agrees to take all reasollable precautions to preveut polhltiorl lnil

contamination of the Toledo Bend Reservoir and the Sabine River belorv the -foledo 
tJencl

Reservoir as a result of its operation. It is expressly unclelstoocl and agreecl that all rules anci

I'egulations of the Lor"risiana Depaltrnellt of Health ancl Hunran Resources or any otltel agenc), \\'ith

appropriate julisdiction shall be compliecl with as the saure nray pertain to tlie conteutplatecl use tll'

llte tvutu or any disposal lacilities appurtenant tliereto. CUSTOMER hereby agrees that it shall

take all reasonable steps to not sufl'el' or permit its employees,: ageuts or contracto[s to conriuct an1'

operation in violation of the rules and regr.rlations of the Sabine River Authoritl,. State of Louisiana

or any other agency witl.r appropriate jurisdiction.

CUSTONIER is hereby advised to far.niliarize liimsell' with the State ol' l-ouisiana

regulations relative to transpo|tation of uoxioLrs aquatic plants fiom one body of \wler to anothcr

and CUSTOMER does hereby agree that it will conrpll, with such regLllations. 'lransportittior ol

plant material may possibly occur as the result of relocating the diversion lacilitl' ancl puniping

ecluipment fiorl one location to another or liom one lrtr/sr bocly to another or by the u'ithcllarval ol

vuler fron one wuter body and dischargir-rg into a ditlbrent rlalcl body.

Notwitlistanding ar.ry provision herein above set tbrlh, tailule by CUSTONIBII to cornply'

with the tenls of this section shall, at the option of AUTHORITY, terminerte this cot.ttt'act iitrcl tlic



IX

This contract is enterecl into by the palties hereto, subject to the pr-ovisior.rs of the applicable

t'ederal, state and local larvs presently in fbrce or any anrendrnents thereto. anci nothilg coltailcil
herein shall be consttttecl as exer.upting CUSTOMER fron.r otrtaining ar.rd complyin-q l,itli ln),

pe|mits, licenses or laws applicable to the installation ancl operation of the rlalcr.rvithclrarval hcreirr

coutelnplated or the use aud disposal of such r.r,rrler.

X

AUTHORITY r,vill execute such petmits or other legai instruureuts as nlay be rlecessar.\, ro

pemrit the installation by CUSTOMER of a diversion structure and intalie t'acilities on the'frrlerkr

Beud Reser','oir or the Sabine River below the Toledo Bend Reselvoir at the requestecl location, in

the matlner and ir.r accordance with plans and/ol specifications which nray be subnrirted, proviciccl

there is no contlict with any policies, rules and regulations ot:tlie AUTHOIIITY, to all of u'hich

express refbreuce is made. It is agreed that only one such point of clivelsion ar-rcl intake stnlcture

shall be located by CUSTOMEII on the Toledo Bend l{esenoir or the Sirbine ltivelbelorl,rhe

Toledo Beud Reservoir uuder the terms ancl provisions of this contract. ln the event au), other.

cliversion location is lequired to conveniently rleet the neecls of CUSTOMER. auother conrri,rct

shall be required between the parties. CUSTOMER sliall tre lesponsible fbr. secur.ing

atlthorizatioli, easelllel"lts, riglit-of'-ways, or pemrissiou of private land ownels lutcl/ol lessees ttr

obtain access to tlle lr',r/cr at the Doil.lt of diversion.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executecl the tbregoing on tlrc

day of ,20

CUSTOMER: SABINE RIVER AUTI.IOI{I]'Y.
STATE OF LOUISIANA

BY:

-I'ITLE:
.IAN4ES W. PRATT
E.XI]CU IIVE DIRECI'OR

ATTI]ST:ATTEST:



SAI]INE RIVER AUl'I-IORITY
STATE OF LOLIISIANA

I5O9I TEXAS IIIGHWAY. MANY. LA 7I449

DA'IE:

CUSTOMER:

ADDRESS:

,I/ATER WITHDRAWN DURING THE PERIOD OF 'fo
QUANTTTY WITHDRAWN tN 1000 GALLONS

DATE QUANTITY DA"|E QUANTITY

TOTAL
(rN 1000 GALLONS)

I hereby celtity that this report is a tlue alld acclrrate stalelnerlt of the rlrrlsr rvithdrau'n lionr tlre
Toledo Bend Reservoir ol the Sabine River below tlie Toledo Bend l{esen,oil lbr the periocl shon'rt.

Signed:

'litle: Date



SABINE RIVER AU-fIIORITY
STATE OF LOUISIANA

1509I TEXAS HIGHWAY. MANY. LA 71419

DATE

CUSTOMER

ADDRESS:

Billing tbr u,a/er withdrawn t}om , 20_ to .20

Total withdrawal durir.rg the period: I 000 gallons

At a price of tifteen cents ($0.15) per 1000 gallons, the amouut to be paicl 1br rldcr r.r'ithdrawn is

$

Plus tax at the rate ol_%: $

Equals the GRAND TOTAL DUE: XB

SHOULD YOU DESIRE TO RSNEW YOUR CONTR.ACT FOR ANOTHER MONTH,
PLEASE SITBMIT THE ADVANCE ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGE OF $25.00 wIrH
YOUR PATMENT.



Enn A ro .. Aonlro

E ffi sabine River Authority

To: LA Board of Ethics
P O. Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA7082I

From: Harold H Temple
Shoreline Manager, SRA of LA
15091 Texas Hwy
Manv. LA71449

6-t7-2009

Subject: Confirmation Routine Business not Ethics Issue.

Dear Sir,

I am employed by the SRA of LA in the role of permitting activity on the buffer zone
around the Reservoir. This zone is called leaseback owned for the simple fact that the
Authority purchased said tracts for flooding, erosion, pollution protection and aesthetic
value but leased it back to the original landowner to use but subject to rules and
regulations.

I don't make the rules just permit those activities (piers, boathouses and water
withdrawals etc.) authorized by said rules under a supervisor. Any activity which is not
appropriate is forwarded up the ladder for review or action.

One activity which is offered to anyone is a small commercial water contract. In short
any party with access to the reservoir or has permission of he who has access, may
purchase raw lake water for l5 cents per 1000 gallons to do with as he chooses. I am
planning to purchase water in the future. I was instructed by Jim Pratt, SRA Exec. Dir.,
to request an opinion regarding buying water and while at it ask about a development I
have been involved in for openly for over ayear.

I own property on the lake and plan to exercise my rights as would any party. SRA
ernployees and board members have historically been allowed to exercise their
contractual rights and I intend to be treated equally. I also am a partner in a water front
subdivision adjacent to the reservoir. I accepted an offer to sell my interest, however this
has not been completed to date. I also own minerals under the lake and plan to sell to the
first buyer.

Should there be any ethics reason why I should not be allowed my contractual rights
concerning these three issues please advice.

Respectfully.,^-_g
Ffarold H. Temple

15091 TEXAS HIGHWAY . MANY, LOUISIANA 71449.5718
(318) 2564112 . FAX NO. (318) 2s64179



THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,

6xo* 
(''

'

Thtr |!.tc bcts.Gn 5A8|NE RTVER AUTHORITY, STATE OF LOUISIANA, hsrc.flct clllld AUTHORITY'

(nrmlng rhlut rnd addrcs ot Lctt.c) hcrclttct clllcd LEsSEE, wltnlr"lh:

WHEREAS. AUTHORITY. In coop.rrilon wlth tho SABINE RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAs, lr In lh! proc.$ of bulldlnO . hvd.ockctrlc .nd wrlcr con'

lcdrtton ptolect 6 tho srblna RIv.t. g€o.rally known $ tho Toltdo !'od Ptoi4U

WH€REA' AUTIIORITY h.5 pu.ch$cd propctty t,om LE558E lttuotcd In lho P'rlth rhl(lr wil

form Dr.l o, lh! ?arcryol, of ruch prol.ct ud elll ba 3ublcct to ovarflow In lhc rl$ rnd llll ot lhc srld rcsryolr. lh. 3ald Dfopcrty bclns dcrcrlbed rr fol'

low3. tewlt:

Att thrt hnd tyldg bGlvcln lhc t?2 rnd 175 fst conl@. lcvcb rnd,/or !t lc.3t | 50 foot dlttlnc' horlzontally andlor

lat.r.lty brck o. l.ndwrrd ttoo lho 172 toot @ntourr In thc

NoW, THEREFoRE for lh. coroldcration hcr.lmllcr 5hosr, AUTHORITY hu lcficd lnd by lhce p.rscnls doct hcreby lcarc, lel and hlrc :rld abov'

dccribcd ptoPctty unlo LESSEE.

Thlr lcarc !h!ll bc tor . l.rm o, nlncty-nlnc (991 ycr.r. unlcr3 lcrmln.lcd sooncr by mslu.l conrcnt ol thc pr'tlcr hctslo, rnd cxccpl 't hctcinlftc

provld.d.

Thc conrld..ttlon *Dll b. lh. .um

Dcl|rrr,(bo|ngImlx|mumo.75o|th.or|g|n||Purch|tcPdG.P.|dbyAuTHoRlTYfor|hG.crc.ochG'G|nle.tcd},carhlnhrndPlldbyLESSEE.lh..Ccci'

o, trNch lt hcr.by lcknoulcdc.d by AUTHORITY lnd tull ditch"0! 'rd 
lcqultllnc' gtlnl'd lh'rctor'

Thc p.rilcr h..clo rg,G. th.t ln aGcullng thts l.arr, AUTHoRITY ln no wisc tq.tcndc.t rny rlght In thc plopctty hc'cln lcllcd n'ccttlty lo lho co'

.trucllon opcr.tls, m.lnl4.nc. or ,in.nclng o, 5.td Ptolc€t. or dtrctly or Indlt'clly connccl'd lhcr'wltll lt dos not Inv'rt In LESSEE 'ny 
flght or ptivile!

lBonrlrtot wlth twh rlghl!.

Thr LESSEE, hlr hcl6 rnd rslgni rhall h.vc thc rlght lo rolln ln po:rqrlon for thG nincty'nlnc 199) ycr pcrlod of th! lG!5' rohly tor lhc lollowlr

celElv. lg.cltlc purpdcr, lGwll]

(.1 To coNtrGt rnd to wn dakr lnd wh!ryct for boailng. firhtng.nd slmmlng rnd bo.t hosc! rnd rcltt'd lrotlllltlons oo lh"hot' lln' f

lhc u. of L€SsCE;

(bl ro dredor out !m.ll ha.bort ard Inlcts .nd sllpr tor boltr .nd lo c@cct lhcao to ths l'k!. but onty wlth lhc GxPt't3 Gsrcnl ol lh' AurHoRl'

rnd undcr th. AUTHORITYS 5uP'ill'lon;

{.t ro Gnlq lh. Grctwlvs urq ot lh! wholc !rc. to gw rnd fo cultly.tc rnd lo cut rnd to rcmovc tlmbcr 
'nd 

lgtleullut'l Gtopt' ln'ludlng lho ctl

lnc of.nlm.b, tublcct fo lhc Gondillsr hcrceltcr provldad;

' (dl To co*lruct lnd to mllnt.ln Jpon lhc lcarcd p.oPc.ty ;o!dt .nd p.thr to thc w'l3r ftont lo Insutc full rnd frec Ingtcst lnd cor's lhct'

Thc llght of Ild Ingrcs rnd Go..tt bclng tpsclllcrlly grrntcd hcrc|[

lt|rtxp'Gs|yro.GsdbY|ndb.|[GGnAUTHoR|TYmdLEssEEthrtLESSEErgumcrfu||rqPoN|bl||ty'orln|u'|Gttoth|rdP.'||grnddrnrocr

|h.l'p.oprr|Ywh|Ghm|yb.occ&lffGdbyLESsEesGostMtts,m||n|cn.nc.{6.otr.|dhcreln.bov.dsc.|b3dproP.rty,!.rd!h.|lhold|hGAUTHoR|

h.r6l.s roa my twh Inlurllr and/gt dr6'9cr'

Th. flchtr lnd prtvilcaq of LESS€E !! lbovc 3t.i!d rrc orrnt.d wlth full rccognltlon lhrt tht GxGrclt' of lny rlohf or Prlvllcoc by LEsstE 6utt

In conto.mlty vlth lhr ${GtY, ..nll.ry-!nd uonlno rcqulrcmmla 9r'rcrlbcd or lo b' prcstlbed h"c"tcr by thr AUTHORITY' o' by Strte or Plrl3h L!s'

LE55€EGxp'.'t|y]Gcogn|tct|hrt|hG9]opc'ty|n*ho|oo'|nput|t|obe!t.llt|mcislblccttol|sdlng$.PTtol|he'G$do|r,.ndLES5EE

grrlry lsmo lhc rtrk of rny d'm'g' tc$ltlng ttom ruch 
'locdlnc' 

md tet"t to hotd lhc AUTHoRITY h"nlqr lhst"or'

LISSGE .lto .xpr.r.ty .grc.r thrt rhr AUTHORITY .h.ll hw. th. rlght.t lny tlm. to 6cupy and lo dclurlv'ly Pott'tt luch prttt ond gortioN ol

!.cr lc.lcd u mry bo tcqul..d tor lhc GartYlng oui rnd cmplcllon of thc Gdrtructlon 
'logrum' 

Aftrr Gmphtlon of cmtttuctlon' 'nd 
whc" rcqultcd

th. AurHoRlry, p.rt, rnd portlo' o, th. .rG. lcucd may be *cuplcd rtd cxcluslvGly poqcrcd tv lh. AurHoRlw fot rddltlonrl Gffitructlon pur9otcr'

tor lh. m.lntcnr*., opcrltlon rnd ltmlnclng of lhr Paelact Wrlttcn mrlcc thrll b' glvrn to th' LEssE€ rt lh' 
'ddtc$ 

shom htrcln' rt h$t nln'ty

d.yt rrlor lo lhr Gratclta ot rny ,uch llght and ln ih! mcrntlm! lho LEssEE th'll b' ofttlcd tc Gut rnd lo t'mv! tlrnb'r' htd'5t cro9l 
'nd 

o'n"rlly I

rny rnd rll lhln$ to mtnlmt.a hlt drm.Oct. Thlt rlght bl cxcludvc Adt6tlon rrd/or tGpscslon ot Prttt rnd PottloN of llE rt" lcr!'d h"cln thll

lor rlohlt<l-wry rnd lrlocrtlont rnd lot bultdlng!, Intttlt'tlont lnd sltuctu(Gt whcn ncrdcd fot or tshtcd lo lhr Gon5lfuctlonr mllnlrn'ncc' opct'tlon

'lilnc|noo|lhdPrc|GGL.ThGtc.PE|'tcPu'P6|rU.|||u.|r.l|v.Id.rcmtGrG|ut|vG.LE55!E|grccttb.t.KGpt$toth.'|ghttGxpfc|'|ygontcdhc.c|
othlt llghtt rra lctsilad to lhr AUTHoRITY'
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whcr! th. rtght ol rcposc$lon ot .ny plrl ot thc llltcd properly lt arcrciled by lhi AUTHoRITY ! ItoPolllonllc lmounl ol tcnl'l Dlld bv LtSs

thltl b. lmmldl.taly ..fud.d, lrcludlng rdmbuBcm.nt fo. tho r..eDbl. v.ls. of rulho.lzGd lmProv.dcntt Pl.€.d lhct.on by LESSEE'

. Thc prrtlcr h!,!lo rccognhc th|t In lh. gubllc Int.r.rt, rh. l.kr murt ba fully prctrctcd tgltNt @ntrmliltlon of .ny klnd. lnd lgrlnrt hlrtd(

lnd.unnt Inrhlhtlfft or coirlructlor Gontr.ry to bulldlno, Ifcty Dd {nlt.ry r.qul..m.nlr now .xl.dng ot lo bc hct.rtlt. rdoptcd by th. AUTHORIn

Thc AUTHORTTY b dcnlcd th. ACht'to ,.tt o. fo l.u. to lhl.d platla lll or.ny i.rt ot tha ProPcrly l.[.d hrrdn tor lny 9ltpotr .nd gu,.ntr

LE55EE, htc hGlB lnd rtlon3 ftit oxccpi I to thr pows ot AITTHORITY to rGpd$$ p..|t md portlffi o, thtr FoP.rty tor thr PurPots ltllcd rbovc, I

AUTHORITY vlll mrkc no ur. of thr prog.rty whlch wtll Intlrfer€ In lny s.y wlth thc tpeclflc llohh ud prMlco!3 ormtcd lo IESSEE hcnln

ll l: rorccd by thc prrflat hcrcto lh.t fh! ocn.rll publlc lr to h.vc tha rlght of Ingrcsr rnd catas to rnd t.om th. w.lcr fr6l oYCt lhc l..r.d .l

.nd thlt LESsEE rhlll Gr.ct no tcE.r rlthln fltly (50, t.t!r.l fc.t ot lh. mc.n coniour l.v.l. Th! rlohl of thr gcncret publlc to lng,.s lnd Gg,.rt do.t ml

clud. lh. tlcht to utlllt. th! rulhorkcd ptlv.h rltuctsr.t .nd trcllltlcs Phcld thcrcon by LEssEE.

lf hqnrfl.r li lr .rccrhln.d by thG AUTHORITY th.t oth.r rlghtt c.n b. InvGtf.d In th. LESSEE, hlr hoh rnd $rlgn:, luch rlghlr rhrll bo 90nl

tor no .ddllld.l coroidcrrtlon.

LEssEE 3h.ll not h.vc thc rtoht lo mrk any commcrchl 6r of rld ptopctty wlthout lha wltt tr con.cnt ot AUTHORITY.

Wlth rcrpcct to,lll mlli.E whcra.thtr lc$o lr rllcnt lhr lrs ot th. St.]. ot Lbul:lanr end ordinlncct ot lh. !9ptoP.l.lc Pltl.h or Mqklp.l

lhrll rpply, 
:

LESSEE 3h.tt.*pty 
"itfr.tl 

rrgut.ttmr rca.rdlng $tcty, srnlt.tlon tnd:onlng now ulsllng ot hcrcrrfct rdoptcd by AUTIIORITY, ot by Slrl! |

or Prrlrh qdlmrcc. Tho frllurc to do .o ..dfo. thc t.ttut. to cmply vlth lny olh.r condftliln hrrlof !h!ll corotltulc ground! tor thr dltsolullil ot thls lll

spon lhc c$llnusd trllurc to comply rftcr rtxty (60l drys vrlttrn mtl6a by AUTHORITY to LESSEE rt thc rddrc$ rhown cboc.

THUS DON€, RCAD AND SIGNED by Loulrleu, on lhl.

d.y 196-, In lhe prarcncc of thc undcrtlgnod compalcnt wlln$t.!.

wtTNtsSES:
SA9INE RIVER AUTHORITY,

5TATE OF LOUI5IANA

THUS DONE, R€AD AND SIGNED

Loukl.n.,onthlt---------------- .y

In lh. prasnc! of lhr undorrlgncd compclcnf wllna$ct;

WITNESSES:

Dvar/uy^
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,ABtNu RtVllltt AU',t'ilORt't']
lli\'t E otr l.()t[slANA
509t t'[xAs ilwY.
vlANt" l,A 7t.l,19-571 rl

uu!' 
^ 

u_urE_r!l!ruJ_A!:!'ulAu.qN_

APPI-tCA'r'tON NO.
PAilyCI|l]('K #

Jltl) 25(r-l l l2

. i\pplicarrt

ItE('DIP I'#

I lonre Plrone:

N4ailing ___-,_l___ ___

Address

Daytinre llhotre

0ther Ithorre:

2 (a) I'hfsical Adtlress (il'rrtrne) legal description of lakeside propelly

________Section

([r) Nartre ot' Subrlivision

l'orvnshi p. 
_ _--'-__________l{a nge

Il tk l-ot No

! (a) Check trne: Applicant______o\vns, ot' leases the land relerr.ed 1o in itenr 2

(b) ls lcnsch:rch area inr:lrrded in deed or lease: yes n(r

l. 'l'ype ol-stnrclure/s lo be placed on leaseback property

r\ttatil a tl,rie,l ,rtr,iiigu.,l siteii"wittg,rf'th. rfrtr*titr.'.arlcl fr",fr*ty I'i*r.lrtr*a"g rtr" 1itn.c'*iia ;;;.i
dirnetrsions ol' proposed stnrcture or; structures.

5. Attach a copy ol'yottr rleerl including leaseback assignrrrent, and/or lease agreenlent.

' Applitations will not be accepterl unless the iterns listed in 4 nnd 5 nbove are inclurled rviltr a;lplicnlion.
\pplicant agrees to atride by the rules and regrrlatiotrs ol-the Sabine River Autlrorily, as well as State, llarislr, and
ietlctal larvs lhat ale applicable tr-r lhe'loletlo llend alea.

l'he firllorvirrg applicable lbes are payable to the Sll.A of l,A.;

An irrspectiorr lee o[$ 35.00 for ench pernril rrpplication (All permits renlain pendirrg rrrrlil all required rlocrrmerrts are
provitled, the pnriect is contpletetl, and a linal inspeclion has lreen requested antl apprcved, l)erntits ntay tentain

ltendirrg tirr l8 rnontlrs betirte expiratiorr Iixisting stnlctures, transfbrs, and current projecls ntay be inchrded irr orre
pernrit. At tlre errrl trf tlre pending period, a linal inspection will be perl'orrned arrti the pernrit closed, providing tlrat all
ditcttntettts ale provirled and the cornpleted inrprovenrents pass linal inspection. Fees on all llrivale strlrctures an(l
sltorelitte itttprovetuents are payahle one time upon application lbr said pernrit; and shall be valid so long as sairl
sttlrcltlre tttects reasonttble requirenrents ofstnrctut'al soundrress, endurance, ancl appearance. r\rklitionnl prrivrle use
perntit inlornrntion is nvailable hy request fronr lhe Shoreline l)rllnrlmenl.

r\ l'|ellnit lrnns[er l'etr of $:15 ()0 is leqttired'tirr orvnership changes.

\l'nter rvithrh'arvnl - an attttual l'ee of $ 50 00 (rro tax) to nrechanically remove or pulnp un-nlelere(l lake rvater

l'lre Arr{hority rloes rxrt lake tesponsibility lirr protecting the applicarrt's properly nor guarantee that said property rvill
not be usetl try other llersons in the absence ol'applicant. lt being expressly inl enderl thal the Aul lrority assu nles no

responsibility lbrthe contluct of activities lrerein permitted rvhich shall tre al the sole risk o['the applicant. Applicanl
lirrther nglees tlrat all ofthe above provisions shnll be nratle a part oftlre pernrit issued orr the trasis ol-this applicalion
attd agrees to nll lerrns and condilions as set firrth in this application, under penalty ol'revocation, and linbility lbr
expenses incurlccl tirr non-conrpliarrce,

lcerlily that the abor,e irrlornraliolr is lrrre anrl correct to tlre best of nry knorvlt'dge.

Sit,*.t,,,e;i Al,plk'*,| 
[)alc

Firral Inspection nnrl I'erntil Approverl

r)are 
Ily --- -' '

't'itle:



THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,

PARISH OF

'

Thtr tcrtc bctv.o SABINE RTVER AUTHORTTY, STATE OF LOUIS|ANA. hlrltfter clllcd AUTHORITY',

(n.mlnq tt.lut tnd lddtcs of LGtsrGl hcrclttcr clll'd LESSEE, wltnctrllh:

WHEREAS, AUTHOR|TY, In coopGr.ilm wlth thc SAEINE RIVER AUTHORITY OF TDGS, 13 In th! grocrs of bulldlno ! hvdrocl?cltlc lnd wtllr con'

tcryltlon 9tolcct on tha slbln. Rlvcr, gcncrally knom 't th! Tol?do gcnd Prcist:

WHEREAS, AUTHORITY h.r purchltcd Prog€rty ,iom LESSEE rlluried ln lho Pltlth whlch will

lo.m e!.t of lh. ,..crvol, ot tuch prol.ct rnd wlll bs lublecl to ovarflow tn lhr rlt! lnd tltt of lh! tlld tcsryolr. thc trld p.opctty bclng dctc,lbed .t tol'

lowt, lewll:

All lhlt l.nd lylng bclwccn lhc t72 end 175 f@t Gonlout lcvcb rnd/oilt lcr3t | 50 t@t dltttncc horkontrlly rndlor

htlrllty btck or landwrrd trom th. 172 foot Eonlour, ln thc

NoW THEREFoRE. for thc conlld.r.tion h.flln.ttcr :hom, AUTHoRITY h.! lc8!d rnd by lhcn prltanlt doct hr,Gby htt', l't lnd hlrc a'ld lbovc

dc.cribcd prcpc.ty unto IESSEE.

Thlt lc.!. !h!I bc lor ! tcrm ol nlncty-nlha (991 ycrrr, unlc$ laamlnllad loonrr by mului conlcni of lho Prrtlct hrrllo, lnd crclpt r! hatci'lttct

proYld.d.

llrc contldr.ltlon shrll bt lh. tum of-

Dolt.rf, (bGlng r mlxlmum ol TsTo al lh? orlglnal turchllc p.lc! plld by AUTHoRITY tor lhc ft.Glg. hlr.ln le'3!dl, crsh In hrnd pald bv LESSEE lh! tccciDt

ol whlch lt hc.cbY lcknowlcdg.d bY AUTHORITY 'nd 
lull dllchrrg' 

'nd 
tcqultt'r' gtlnt'd th"ctor'

rhr 9lril.t h!.cto rc,ca thlt In .rccutlncrlhtt lclrc, AUTHORITY ln no witc aurr.nd.c .ny rtght In thc propcity hc..ln l..tcd n.Gctltty lo tho con'

,tructlon. op.r.fl6, m.tntcn.nc. or fin.nclng ot llld prcl.ct, or dlretly or Indlr.clty connlcl.d lhc.Gwlth. lt dos not Invcst In LESSEE rny tlght or privll'go

lnconrlrlcnt wlth tuch rloht..

Thr LEssEE. hl, h.l6 lnd $rtgni rhelt hrv. lhc rlght lo rcmlln ln po$rtslon for thr nlncty-nln. (991 yclr perlod ot th! tut! lohly for lh' lotlowlno

axclulvc tpaclflc au.Posct. to-tlt;

(!, To contt*t lnd to q5 deks .nd irhrryq tor boltlno, tirhlng.nd $lmmlng rnd bo.t h@t.t lnd rclttcd lstrllttlons on lhr thot' llnt fol

lhc ut. of LESSEE;

(bl To drrdo! Nl sm.ll h.rbo.! rnd tnlctt rrld lllpr tor boltr rnd lo csn.ct lhct. to th. lrkc, but sly vlth lhc GxPr'lt Gon3cnt of th' AurHoRlr\

lnd undlt lh! AUTHORITY'S rup.drld;

(ct ro rnloy lha .rc161rc utr 0f thc wholc arcr to gw rnd io Gulllvlt. .nd lo Gut rd lo .GmdG llmbcr rnd agrlcullwal Grogt' Includlng lh3 ctt!

Ing ot !nl6.lt, tubt.ct to lh. Gondlttsr hctcrlt'r ptovldrd; .:
- (dl ro contlruct tnd to mllntlln ripon lhc lcascd propcrv ioadr .nd prthr lo lhr w.lcr ttont lo Instc full rnd frcc Ingrcss rnd cor'$ lhlrct(

Thc rlght of rrld Ingrcs lnd !or!!t brl6O tplclllcdly grtntcd hctcln'

tt h.xprcsly lor.cd by tnd bctv.cn AUTHORITY lnd L€SsEE that LESSEE !$um6 ,ull rcpoElblllty for Inlurl4 to lhltd plrtlg lnd drnroct,l

|h.tr P.opc'ty wh|.h m.y b! occrt|oncd by LEssEes conrtruct|on, F'|nlcn.rc. or wG o' 
'!ld 

hc'.|n.bov. dcrc.|bld p'oPU|y, rnd th|lt hotd lha AUTHoRI|.

h.rmlc$ tor tfty tGh Inlurllt lnd/ot d!mto't'

h! cxcrcltr ol lny rlcht or ptlvllcg. by LESSEE mull b

Th. tlohtt lnd p.lYllcg't of LtsSE€ !! !bov3 !hl'd ltG gr'nt'd Yllh lull rccoenlllon lhrl t

|nGonfo.m|tyglth|hr$fcty,'rn|h'y..odzon|ngEqu|'cm4lrpr!'Gt|b.doriob!Prr*.|b!dh.r!.ftcrbvth.AUTHoRITY,orbyst|t!orPlr|rhLrs.

LEssEEcrpr6..|yrccognlzcrlhlt|hGpropc]ly|nwho|co'tnpftlttob!rt||lt|mcisJb|.cttof|odlno!tIP|'tof|hrrrsrc|r,lndLESS€EC:

pia;V r!run.! th! .l!k;f .ny drmrg' t"ultlnc ltm rwh 
'loodlrn' 

rnd rgrccr to hotd lhr AUTHoR|TY hrrnlctt lhc'clo''

L!sSEE rtro crprcrlty .e.Gc. rhrt thc AurHoRlry rhrll hrw thr rlcht !t tny tln. to mupy rnd lo lrclulvlh 90$63 tuch 9t'tt lnd Dottloru ot tl

lrca|crlcdrrmcybclcqu|r.d'o'|hGg.'rylnooutrndemp|ct|ono,lh.Gon|tffitlonp'ooom.A'tg'cm9|Gtlono'Gontlrwt|on.rodvhc..rcqu|.CdI

|hcAUTHoRITY,P'rl!tndpo]|loNolthcrrcl|orrcdmrybaccup|cdrndGxc|s|vclypottrscdbyth!AUTHoRITY'or|dd|tton.tGost.Et|mputpotc',|,

to. rh. n.lnr.nlncc. opctlllon rnd ftnrlrclng of lhr Protc€t' wrltlcn mllcs rhall bc glw to thc LEssEE rt lh' rddtcs lhom h!rcln' rt l!!!t nlntty (9

dlyt Jrrlor lo lha cxrrckc of tny luchflght, lnd In th! mrlnilmc lho LESSEE.h!ll b. Gntltlcd lo Gut 
'nd 

to rcruv' llmb"', h'dctt Gtopt rnd oGnct'lly lo'

enyandel|thtno:tom|n|mtelh|td!m'gc'.Th|t'|ohtb|cxc|ur|vapo$c$|on!nd/o]rrposs|ono'P|.t''ndpo.t|on3of|hcrrcl|crrcdhcrc|nrhe||

tor ilohlrl|.trry lnd r.locrtlon! lnd |o' bu|ld|not, lilt!||rt|oil lnd 3truGtur.! whrn n.rdcd for of 
'Ghtcd 

lo lhc Gonttru€l|on, mr|n|.n|nc.| oPcrul|on !.

l|nlnc|noo.thopro|6t..Th.tc!pcc|'|cPulPdrt!.'.1|16i1!t|v.tndlanolcrc|u|vc.LEssEE|gr.Gtthlt.xc.pt$loth!r|ohttrxprltrlyg'utcdhc..ln

oth.r rlsht! rr! rttcdcd to lh! AUTHORITY"
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LOUNIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

DATE:

RE:

September 12,2002 OPINION NO.: 2o0I-302

In the matter of Aubrey Gravois, Lloyd Becnel, Aubrey Gravois, Inc., and
Beck-Stein Service. Inc.

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (the "Board"), at its June 13,2002 meeting,

conducted a public hearing for the purpose of exploring the following charges:

I.
That Aubrey Gravois, an appointed member of the Lafourche Basin Levee District.
may have violated Section 11128(l) of the Code of Governmental Ethics GSA-R.S.
42:lI12B(1)) by participating as a matter of law in transactions in which members of
his immediate family had a substantial economic interest in the followine manner ro
wit:

' By taking part in and/or sharing responsibility for the issuance of any and/or all of
the following permits and/or renewals of permits by the Lafourche Basin Levee

District:

' Transfer of Permit No. 1035 from T.L. James & Company, Inc. to Aubrey
Gravois, Inc. as Permit No. 1078 on December 3, 1998 with an expiration date
of November 6, l9gg.

' Renewal of Permit No. 1078 as Permit No. 2000 on December 2.1999 with an
expiration date of December 2,2000.

> Renewal of Permit No. 2000 as Permit No. 2016 on January 16.2001with an
expiration date of December 28.2001.

' At a time when Mr. Gravois' children wholly owned Aubrey Gravois, Inc. which
submitted the requests for such permit and/or permit renewals.

Ir.
That Lloyd Becnel, an appointed member of the Lafourche Basin Levee District, mav



have violated Section lIl2B(2) and/or 11128(3) of the Code of Governmental Ethics
(LSA-R.S.42:1Il2B(2) and/or (3)) by participating as a matter of law in transactions
in which a corporation in which he owned a substantial economic interest and/or for
which he served as an officer had a substantial economic interest in the followins
manner to wit:

.: _ By taking part in and./or sharing responsibility for the issuance of any and/or all of'thdfoitowing 
permits and/oirenewais'of pi:rmits by ihe LaiourChe Basin Levee

District:
> Renewal of Permit No. 1037 as Permit No. 1050 on November 16. 1997 with

an expiration date of December 11, 1999.
> Renewal of Permit No. 1050 as Permit No. 1079 on December 10. 1998 with

an expiration date of December 11, 1999.
> Renewal of Permit No. 1079 as Permit No. 1098 on December 2.1999 with an

expiration date of December 2,2000.
> Renewal of Permit No. 1098 as Permit No. 2015 on December 14. 2000 with

an expiration date of December 14,2001.

' Renewal of Permit No. 1042 as Permit No. 1073 on July 13, 1998 with an
expiration dare of July 13, 1999.

> Renewal of Permit No. 1073 as Permit No. 1091 on Julv 6. lggg with an
expiration date of July 13, 2000.

> Renewal of Permit No. 1091 as Permit No. 2009 on August 9,20A0 with an
expiration date of August 9,2001.

' Renewal of Permit No. 2009 as Permit No. 2022 on August 2, 2001with an
expiration date of August 9,2002.

' At a time when Mr. Becnel wholly owned and served as the president of
Beck-Stein Service, Inc. which submitted the requests for such permits and permit
renewals.

uI.
That Aubrey Gravois, Inc., a corporation wholly owned by the children of Lafourche
Basin Levee District Member Aubrey Gravois, may have violated Section l l13B of
the Code of Governmental Ethics (LSA-R.S .42:11138) by entering into and/or being
in any way interested in transactions which were under the supervision or jurisdiction
of Aubrey Gravois' agency in the following manner to wit:

' By requesting any and/or all of the following permits and./or permit renewals frorn
the Lafourche Basin Levee District:

' Transfer of Permit No. 1035 from T.L. James & Company, Inc. to Aubrey
Gravois, Inc. as Permit No. 1078 on December 3, 1998 with an expiration date
of November 6. 1999.



' Renewal of Permit No. 1078 as Permit No. 2000 on December 2,1999 with an
expiration date of December 2,2000.

> Renewal of Permit No. 2000 as Permit No. 2016 on January 16.2001with an
expiration date of December 28,2001.

ry.
That Beck-Stein Service, Inc., a corporation wholly by Lafourche Basin Levee District

Member Lloyd Becnel, may have violated Section 11138 of the Code of Governmental
Ethics (LSA-R.S.42:11138) by entering into and/or being in any way interested in
transactions which were under the supervision or jurisdiction of Lloyd Becnel's agency in
the following manner to wit:

' By requesting any and/or all of the following permits and/or permit renewals from
the Lafourche Basin Levee District:

' Renewal of Permit No. 1037 as Permit No. 1050 on November 16. 1997 with
an expiration date of December 11, 1998.

> Renewal of Permit No. 1050 as Permit No. 1079 on December 10. 1998 with
an expiration date of December 11, 1999.

' Renewal of Permit No. 1079 as Permit No. 1098 on December 2.1999 with an
expiration date of December 2,2A00.

' Renewal of Permit No. 1098 as Permit No. 2015 on December 14. 2000 with
an expiration date of December 14,2001.

> Renewal of Permit No. 1042 as Permit No. 1073 on July 13, 1998 with an
expiration date of July 13, 1999.

> Renewal of Permit No. 1073 as Permit No. 1091 on July 6, Iggg with an
expiration date of July 13,2000.

' Renewal of Permit No. 1091 as Permit No. 2009 on August 9, 2000 with an
expiration date of August 9,200I.

> Renewal of Permit No. 2009 as Permit No. 2022 on August 2,2001with an
expiration date of August 9,2002.

On the basis of the evidence and testimony adduced. the Board now makes the

following essential:

I.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.



Aubrey Gravois has served as an appointed member of the Board of Commissioners

for the Lafourche Basin Levee District ("Levee District") for over 20 years, and at all

pertinent times, has served as the president of the Levee District.

2.

Lloyd Becnel has served as an appointed member of the Levee District Board since

1995.

3.

Five members of Aubrey Gravois' immediate family wholly own equal shares of
Aubrey Gravois, Inc.

4.

From 1996 until February 2002, Lloyd Becnel served as the president of and owned

ITVo of Beck-Stein Service, Inc. and his two sons, Dean Becnel and Wayne Becnel,

owned the remaining shares of the company. Since February 2002,Dean Becnel owns

5l7o of Beck-Stein, Inc. and Wayne Becnel owns the remaining 49Vo interest in the

company.

5.

The primary responsibility of the Levee District Board is the care of the levee. which

includes issuing permits. Permit applications are submitted to the Levee District, along

with drawings and an application fee. The applicant must also submit a bond to cover any

damage that is caused to the levee by the applicant.



6.

The permit application, including attachments, is received by the staff of the Levee

District Board which is headed by Randy Trosclair, Administrative Manager, who is a

civil service employee.

7.

The staff of the Levee District Board forwards the application and information to the

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the U. S. Corps of

Engineers-for their review and recommendation. After ensuring that all of the required

documentation has been received and upon receiving the recommendations and letter of

no objection from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the

U. S. Corps of Engineers, the staff places the permit application and related documents on

the agenda of the Levee District Board.

8.

Once an application is approved by the Levee District Board, its staff prepares the

permit and includes the recorlmendations of the Department of Transportation and

Development (DOTD) and the U.S. Corps of Engineers.

9.

If the levee is damaged by a permittee, it is the responsibility of the Levee District

Board to ensure that the levee is repaired by the permittee.

10.

When an application to renew or transfer a permit is submitted to the Levee District, it



is put on the Levee District Board's next agenda, at which time the Levee District Board

votes on whether to grant the renewal or transfer.

11.

The following permits were issued by the Levee District Board to Aubrey Gravois,

Inc., which permitted the company to conduct business on property within the Levee

District:

I' Permit No. 1078 granted on July 2,1998 by the Levee District Board and issued on
December 3, 1998. Brent Gravois, President of Aubrey Gravois, Inc. and son of
Aubrey-Gravois, submitted the application to transfer Permit No. 1035 previously issued
to T.L. James & Company, Inc. to Aubrey Gravois, Inc.
2. Permit No. 2000 granted and issued on December 2,1999 by the Levee District
Board - Aubrey Gravois submitted the application to renew Permit No. 1078.
3. Permit No. 2016 granted on December 4, 2000 by the Levee District Board and
issued on January 16,20A1. Kent Gravois, Vice-President of Aubrey Gravois,
Inc. and son of Aubrev
2000.

Gravois, submitted the application to renew Permit No.

12.

The minute entry for the Levee District Board's JlIy 2,1998 meeting reflects that Mr.

Gravois was present at the meeting in his capacity as president, but he did not vote on the

motion to grant Permit No. 1078. The minute entries for the December 2. 1999 and

December 4,2000 meetings reflect that Mr. Gravois was present and acting in his

capacity as president at both meetings, but do not show Mr. Gravois abstaining, recusing

or not participating in the vote to grant Permit Nos. 2000 and2016. As president of the

Levee District Board, Mr. Gravois only voted on matters when there was a tie in the

voting. The minutes of the above meetings indicate that the permits were unanimously



approved.

13.

The following permits were issued by the Levee District Board to Beck-Stein Service.

Inc., which permitted the company to conduct business on property within the Levee

District:

1. Permit No. 1050 granted on July l,lggT and issued on November 16, lggT,which
renewed permit No. 1037.
2. Permit No. 1079 granted and issued on December 10, 1998 by the Levee District
Board. Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc. submitted the
application to renew Permit No. 1050.
3. Permit No. 1098 granted and issued on December 2,1999 by the Levee District
Board - Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc. submitted the
application to renew Permit No. 1079.
4. Permit No. 2015 granted on December 4,2000 and issued on December 14, 2000
by the Levee District Board - Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc.
submitted the application to renew Permit No. 1098.
5. Permit No. 1073 granted on July 2,lggS and issued on July 13, 1998 by the Levee
District Board - Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc.
submitted the application to renew Permit No. 1042.
6. Permit No. 1091 granted on July l,lggg and issued on July 6,lgg9 by the Levee
District Board - Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc.
submitted the application to renew Permit No. 1073.
7. Permit No. 2009 granted on August 3,2000 and issued on August g,2000 by the
Levee District Board - Lloyd Becnel, as the president of Beck-Stein Service, Inc.
submitted the application to renew Permit No. 1091.
8' Permit No.2022 granted on and issued on August 2,2001, which renewed permit
No.2009.

t4.

Mr. Becnel was present at the meetings at which the permits referenced in Fact No. l0

were granted. The minute entries from the Levee District Board meetinss at which the

permits in Fact No. 10 were issued, show that Mr. Becnel abstained from voting on



whether to grant the permits to Beck-Stein Services, Inc.

15.

At the present time, Aubrey Gravois, Inc. does not hold any active permits issued by

the Levee District Board, but Beck-Stein Service, Inc. does hold permits issued by the

Levee District Board that remain in effect.

il.

APPLICABLE LAW

Section lll2 of the Code prohibits a public servant from participating in a transaction

in which he, his immediate family member or their company has a substantial economic

interest. This Section provides in pertinent part:

$1112. Participation in certain transactions involving the governmental entity

A. No public servant, except as provided in R.S. 42:1120, shall participate in a
transaction in which he has a personal substantial economic interest of which he may
be reasonably expected to know involving the governmental entity.
B. No public servant, except as provided in R.S. 42:1120, shall participate in a
transaction involving the governmental entity in which, to his actual knowledge, any
of the following persons has a substantiar economic interest:
(l) .{ny-member of his immediate familv.
(2) Any person in which he has a substantial economic interest of which he may
reasonably be expected to know.
(3) Any person of which he is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee.

***
c. Every public employee, excluding an appointed member of any board or
commission, shall disqualify himself from participating in a transaction involving the
governmental entity when a violation of this Part would result. The procedures for
such disqualification shall be established by regulations issued pursuant to R.S.
42:r134(r).
D' No appointed member of any board or commission, except as provided in R.S.
42:1120.1 and R.S. 42:1120.2, shall participate or be interested in any transaction
involving the agency when a violation of this part would result.



Section 11138 of the Code prohibits an appointed member of a board, his immediate

family or their company from entering into or being in any way interested in a transaction

that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of that board. This Section provides in

pertinent part:

51113. Prohibited contractual arrangements

8{<{<

B. Other than a legislator, no appointed member of any board or commission,
member of his immediate family, or legal entity in which he has a substantial
economic interest shall bid on or enter into or be in any way interested in any contract,
subcontract, or other transaction which is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the
agency of such appointed member.

{<*8

The following terms are defined in Section 1102 of the Code and are relevant when

analyzing the above Sections:

(2)(a)"Agency" means a department, office, division, agency, commission, board,
committee, or other organizational unit of a governmental entity. For purposes of this
Chapter, "agency of the public servant" and "his agency" when used in reference to
the agency of a public servant shall mean:

*{<*

(vi) For public servants of political subdivisions, it shall mean the agency in which
the public servant serves, except that for members of any governing authority and for
the elected or appointed chief executive of a governmental entity, it shall mean the
governmental entity. Public servants of political subdivisions shall include, but shall
not be limited to, elected officials and public employees of municipalities, parishes,
and other political subdivisions; sheriffs and their employees; district attorneys and
their employees; coroners and their employees; and clerks of court and their
employees.

**{<

(12) "Governmental entity" means the state or any political subdivision which
employs the public employee or employed the former public employee or to which the
elected official is elected, as the case mav be.

(13) "Immediate family" as the term relates to a public servant means his children,



the spouses of his children, brothers, sisters, parents, spouse, and the parents of his
spouse.

(15) "Participate" means to take part in or to have or share responsibility for action
of a governmental entity or a proceeding, personally, as a public servant of the
governmental entity, through approval, disapproval, decision, recommendation, the
rendering of advice, investigation, or the failure to act or perform a duty.

(21) "Substantial economic interest" means an economic interest which is of greater
benefit to the public servant or other person than to a general class or group of
persons, except:
(a) The interest that the public servant has in his position, office, rank, salary, per
diem, or other matter arising solely from his public employment or office.
(b) The interest that a person has as a member of the general public.

(23) "Transaction involving the governmental entity" means any proceeding,
application, submission, request for a ruling or other determination, contract, claim,
case' or other such particular matter which the public servant or former public servant
of the governmental entity in question knows or should know:
(a) Is, or will be, the subject of action by the governmental entity.
(b) Is one to which the governmental entity is or will be a party.
(c) Is one in which the governmental entity has a direct interest. A transaction
involving the agency of a governmental entity shall have the same meaning with
respect to the agency.

IIL

OPINION

Section iiittf tl of the code prohibits a public servanr from participating in a

transaction in which a member of his immediate family has a substantial economic

interest. Sections lIl2B(2) and l1l2B(3) prohibit a public servant from participating in

a transaction in which a company, in which a public servant has a substantial economic

interest or servgs a$ an officer, has a substantial economic interest. The definition of

"participate" includes sharing responsibility for the actions of a governmental entity



through approval or decision. In affirming an opinion rendered by the Commission on

Ethics for Public Employees Act 64 of the 1996lst Extraordinary Session provided that

all matters pending before the Commission on Ethics for Public Employees

("Commission") as of January 1, 1997 , when the Louisiana Board of Ethics ("Board")

was created, were deemed to be matters pending before the Board. that Sections

1111C(2Xd), 11 lzB(2)and (3), and 11138 of the Code prohibit a member of the Board

of Supervisors for LSU from entering into business transactions with LSU, the Louisiana

Supreme Court held "participation occurs not only when a public servant acts

affirmatively in his official capacity, but also when the public servant has or shares

responsibility for some actions."ln re Beychok ,495 So.2d 1278,1281 (La. 1986).

Section lllzD of the Code does not permit an appointed member of a board or

commission to recuse himself from participating in a transaction to avoid a potential

violation of Section lll2. Therefore, the only option available to an appointed member

of a board to avoid a potential violation of Section Ill2 of the Code is to resign from the

board or divest himself of the interest that is creating the conflict prior to his ---

participation.

It is the opinion of the Board that Aubrey Gravois violated Section 11128(l) of the

Code by virtue of his participation as a member of the Levee District Board in the

approval of permits issued to Aubrey Gravois, Inc., which is owned by members of his

immediate family. At the time that Permit Nos. 1078, 2000, and 2016 were issued to

Aubrey Gravois, Inc., Mr. Gravois served as the president of the Levee District Board.



And, as an appointed board member, Mr. Gravois shared responsibility with the Levee

District Board in approving the permits issued to Aubrey Gravois, Inc.. Therefore, by

virtue of his service on the Board at the time that the permits were approved, Mr. Gravois

shared responsibility and, thereby, participated in the approval of the permits issued to his

immediate family member's company, Aubrey Gravois, Inc.

Likewise, it is the opinion of the Board that Lloyd Becnel violated Sections l1l2B(Z)

and 1 ltZB(3) of the Code by virtue of his participation as a member of the Levee District

Board in the approval of permits issued to Beck-Stein Service, Inc. when he served as the

president of and owned an interest in the company. At the time that Permit Nos. 1050,

1079,1098, 2015,1073,1091, 2009, and2022 were issued to Beck-Stein Service. Inc..

Mr. Becnel served as an appointed member of the Levee District Board. Despite the fact

that Mr. Becnel abstained from voting to grant the permits, Mr. Becnel shared

responsibility with the Levee District Board in approving the permits issued to his

company. Therefore, by virtue of Mr. Becnel's service on the Levee District Board at the

time that the perrnits were approved, Mr. Becnel shared responsibility and, thereby,

participated in the approval of the permits issued to his company, Beck-Stein Service, Inc.

Section 1l l38 of the Code prohibits a legal entity, in which an appointed member of a

board or his immediate family has a substantial economic interest, from entering into or

being in any way interested in a transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of

the board member's agency. It is the opinion of the Board that Aubrey Gravois, Inc. and

Beck-Stein Service, Inc. violated Section 1113B of the Code by requesting and receiving



permits from the Levee District Board, when Aubrey Gravois and Lloyd Becnel served as

board members.

The Board rejects the respondents' argument that the issuance of the permits was not

discretionary and that it was merely routine. Although there was testimony that the Levee

District Board never denied a permit application, it was within the Levee District Board's

authority to do so. The Levee District Board's primary responsibility is for the care of the

levee, and as such is responsible for issuing the permits, requiring permittees to obtain a

bond, assuring that no damage has been caused to the levee by permittees, and if damage

is caused, the Levee District Board is responsible for ensuring that repairs are made to the

levee.

This case is distinguished from the situation in Hill .Hilt v. Commission on Ethics for

Public Employees ,453 So.2d 558 (La. 1984). In Hitt, the Louisiana Supreme Court held

that the renewal of a beauty shop license of a member of the Board of Cosmetology was

"a routine and mechanical thing,"ld. at 562. relying on the fact that the Board of

Cosmetology did not "vote or otherwise exercise authority with respect to the,renewal of

shop licenses."1d. In this case, the Levee District Board is the authority that is

responsible for issuing and renewing permits and ensuring that permittees are complying

with provisions of the permits.

At the time the permits that are the subject of the opinion were issued, Aubrey

Gravois' immediate family members owned Aubrey Gravois, Inc. and Lloyd Becnel and

his sons owned Beck-Stein Service, Inc. The permits obtained by Aubrey Gravois, Inc.



and Beck-Stein Service, Inc. assisted the companies in conducting their businesses.

Therefore, by requesting and receiving the permits from the Levee District Board, Aubrey

Gravois, Inc. and Beck-Stein Service, Inc. entered into and were interested in transactions

that were under the supervision and jurisdiction of the Levee District Board and, thereby,

violated Section 11138 of the Code.

The Louisiana Board of Ethics is authorized to impose a penalty of up to $10,000 for

each of the above violations of the Code. In this particular situation, given the findings of

fact outlined above, the Board imposes a penalty of $1,000 upon Aubrey Gravois and

Lloyd Becnel for each permit issued to Aubrey Gravois, Inc. and Beck-Stein Service, Inc.,

respectively, for violating Section 1112 of the Code; thereby, imposing a $3,000 fine

upon Aubrey Gravois and an $8,000 fine upon Lloyd Becnel. The Board also suspends

Mr. Becnel from serving on the Levee District Board until such time as the violations of

the Code are eliminated. Finally, the Board imposes a fine of $5,000 each upon Aubrey

Gravois, Inc. and Beck-Stein Service, Inc. for violating Section 11138 of the Code.

IV.

DECREE AND ORDER

IT IS DECREED that Aubrey Gravois violated Section 11128(l) of the Code by

participating in transactions as a member of the Levee District Board in which his

immediate family members had a substantial economic by virtue of the approval of permit

Nos. 1078, 2000, and 2016 issued by the Levee District Board to Aubrey Gravois, Inc.,

which is owned by members of Mr. Gravois' immediate family.



IT IS ORDERED that a fine of $1,000 for each of the three permits issued ro Aubrey

Gravois, Inc., for a total fine of $3,000 made payable to the Treasurer of the State of

Louisiana, be imposed upon Aubrey Gravois for violating Section 1112B(l) of the Code.

IT IS DECREED that Aubrey Gravois, Inc. violated Section 1113B of the Code by

requesting and receiving the three permits from the Levee District Board, when the

immediate family members of Levee District Board Member Aubrev Gravois owned

Aubrey Gravois, Inc.

IT IS ORDERED that a fine of $5,000 made payable to the Treasurer of the State of

Louisiana, be imposed upon Aubrey Gravois, Inc. for violating Section l1l38 of the

Code.

IT IS DECREED that Lloyd Becnel violated Sections lll2B(2) and 11128(3) of the

Code by participating in transactions as a member of the Levee District Board in which

his company, Beck-Stein Service, Inc., had a substantial economic by virtue of the

approval of Permit Nos. 1050 , 1079, 1098, 2015, 1073,1091, 2009, and 2022 issued bv

the Levee District Board to Beck-Stein Service, Inc., when Mr. Becnel was the president

of and had an ownership interest in the company.

IT IS ORDERED that a fine of $1,000 for each of the eight permits issued to

Beck-Stein Service, Inc., for a total fine of $9,000 made payable to the Treasurer of the

State of Louisiana, be imposed upon Lloyd Becnel for violating Sections Ill2B(2) and

1112B(3) of the Code and that Mr. Becnel is suspended from serving as a member of the

Levee District Board until the violation is eliminated.



IT IS DECREED that Beck-Stein Service, Inc. violated Section 1113B of the Code by

requesting and receiving the eight permits from the Levee District Board, when Levee

District Board Member Lloyd Becnel served as the president and an owner of Beck-Stein

Service. Inc.

IT IS ORDERED that a fine of $5,000 made payable to the Treasurer of the State of

Louisiana, be imposed upon Beck-Stein Service, Inc. for violating Section l l l38 of the

Code.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD, this l2th day of September,2002.

s/Robert L. Roland s/T. O. perry. Jr.
Robert L. Roland, Chairmant

Absent and did not participate

s/Judgs: John W. Greene
Janice Martin Foster f Judge John W. Greene

Absent and did not participate

s/R. L. Hargrove. Jr. ... ..'

Judge E. L. Guidry, Jr.tg R. L. Hargrove, Jr.

sAvlichael J. Kantrow. Sr. s/Joseph Maselli

Michael J. Kantrow. Sr.t Joseph Maselli

siHenry C. Penet. Jr.

Henry C. Perret, Jr.f

s/Ascension Delsado Smith

Ascension Delgado Smith



s/Edwin O. Ware
Edwin O. Waref

f Dissented as to the amount of the penalty imposed upon Aubrey Gravois and Lloyd
Becnel.

f Dissented as to the amount of the penalty imposed upon Aubrey J. Gravois, Inc. and
Beck-Stein Services. Inc.
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June 5, 2009

Mr. Bryce Autin
16829 East Main Street
P.O. Drawer 490
Galliano, LA70354

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2009-376

Dear Mr. Autin:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its April29, 2009 Board meeting, considered your
request for an advisory opinion regarding whether members of the Greater Lafourche Port
Commission may apply for and /or receive coastal use permits for work to be performed
in the Tenth Ward. You stated that the Greater Lafourche Port Commission (Port) is a
political subdivision of the State and was established by La. R.S. 34:1651. The port is
governed by a Board of nine elected commissioners and is charged with the duty of
regulating commerce and traffic within the Tenth Ward of Lafourche Parish.
Specifically, the Port has the authority to own, administer, construct, acquire, operate and
maintain docks, wharves, landings, elevators, sheds, warehouses, basins, locks, slips,
laterals, canals, levees and all other property, structures, equipment, facilities and works
of public improvements necessary and proper for the use and development of the business
of the commission.

Under La. R.S. 49:214.30, "No person shall commence a use of state or local concern
without first applying for and receiving a coastal use permit. Decisions on coastal use
permit applications shall be made by the secretary, except that the local government shall
make coastal use permit decisions as to uses of local concern in areas where an approved
local program is in effect." Applications for coastal use permits are required to be placed
on Joint Public Notice (JPN). JPNs are placed in The Advocate. Any person may submit
a comment or request a hearing regarding a JPN. The Port has adopted the practice of
reviewing all JPNs covering work in their jurisdiction, the Tenth Ward. Coastal Use
Permits are issued and denied by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources. The
Port has no authority over the approval or denial of a Coastal Use permit.



You specifically ask the following questions regarding employees and members of the
Port:

l. Can a commissioner or employee of the Port apply for and receive a coastal permit for
work to be performed in the Tenth Ward?
2. Can a Commissioner or employee of the Port enter into a contract to perform
compensated work in the Tenth Ward for which a coastal permit is required?
3. Can a Commissioner recuse himself from voting on the issue of whether or not the
Port comments on the JPN covering the work which he wants to perform and thereby
perform such work without violating the Code?
4. Would the answer to I or 2 be any different if the Port's approval was necessary prior
to performing work which requires issuance of a coastal use permit?
5. Would the answer to 1 or Zbe any different if the Port's approval was only necessary
prior to performing work on or over the batture, banks or beds of that section of the
Bayou Lafourche located in the Tenth Ward?
6. Would the answer to 1 or 2be different if the Commissioners did not review the JPN?

The Board concluded, and instructed me to advise you, that under the Code of
Governmental Ethics, Commissioners for the Port are not prohibited from receiving
coastal permits for work in the Tenth Ward. Section 1113A of the Code prohibits a
public servant or a member of his immediate family from bidding on or entering into any
contract, subcontract, or other transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of
the agency of that public servant. Since the approval or denial of a coastal permit or work
to be performed in the Tenth Ward is not within the authority of the Port, there is no
violation of the Code if members or employees of the Port receive a coastal use permit or
perform work in the Tenth Ward.

Additionally, Section ll20 of the Code provides an exception for elected members of a
board or commission to reeuse themselves from voting on matters that violate Section
llI2 of the Code. Provided that they disclose the conflict prior to discussion, the elected
members who recuse themselves from voting may participate in discussion or debate
concerning the matter. Therefore, Commissioners should recuse themselves from
commenting on JPN covering work in which the Commissioner would like to perform.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts
as presented may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics.
The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or laws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics. ,If you have any questions, please contact me at (225) 21,9-5600 or
(800) 842-6630.

Sincerely,
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May t6, zoo6

Mr. Harlan Cashiola, Councilman
West Baton Rouge Parish
4zo Lobdell Highway
Port Allen, LA 7o767

RE: Ethics Board Docket No. zoo6-2848

Dear Mr. Cashiola:

The Board of Ethics, at its May rr, zoo6 meeting, considered additional information in
connection with your request for an advisory opinion regarding whether your brother may
aPPly for a liquor permit issued by the Parish. The West Baton Rouge Parish ordinances
governing the issuance and regulation of liquor permits provide authority to the Parish
Council to refuse to issue a liquor permit when deemed advisable and for the general welfare.
Additionally, under the Parish's ordinances, no liquor permit can be issued without the
approval of the Parish Council

Based on the information provided, the Board concluded that your brother would be
prohibited from submitting an application to West Baton Rouge Parish for a liquor permit.
Section rrr3A of the Code of Governmental Ethics prohibits a public servant, his immediate
family member or a legal entity in which they own a controlling interest from entering into
any transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the public servanr's agency.
Since the Parish Council must approve the application in order for the permit to be issued
and can exercise discretion in determining whether to grant or deny a permit, Section rrr3A
of the Code prohibits your brother from seeking a liquor permit from the West Baton Rouge
council while you continue to serve as a member of such council

The Board issues no opinion as to laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. If vou
have any questions, please contact me at (8oo) 8az-663o or (zzS) Z6ySZZZ.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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July 18, 2005

Mr. Stephen C. Braud
Ballay, Braud & Colon, APLC
8114 Highway 23

Belle Chasse, LA 70037.261I

Re:

Dear Mr. Braud,

Ethics Board Docket No. 2005.346

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its July 14, Z0O5 meeting, considered your request for an
advisory opinion as to whether Mike Mudge, a Plaquemines Parish Councilman, may apply for a
building permit for the construction of his personal residence when such permit requires approval
by the Council. Mr. Mudge has purchased a lot in a subdivision which is located in the flood plain
The Parish requires that the Parish Council approve all building permits issued for construction in
the flood plain. To your knowledge, the Parish Council has never denied a building permit for the
flood zone unless it failed to meet the Parish's Building Code requiremenrs

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you that Section 1113A of the Code does not
prohibit Councilman Mudge from applying for and receiving the building permit Generally,
Section 1113A of the Code prohibits a public sewant from entering into a transaction that is

under the supervision or jurisdiction of his agency. However, the Board has previously held that if
a building permit is for the construction of the public servant's own personal residence and does
not require a "special approval" by his agency, then no violation of Section 1113,{ is presented.
Since the Parish Council does not appear to have any discretion in whether to approve or deny a
residential building permit for the construction of a residence in the flood zone and the building
permit is for the construction of Councilman Mudge's own personal residence, the proposed
action is not prohibited.

The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics. If you have any questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6 630 or (775)
763-8777.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

DATED: Jane 14.2007 OPINION NO: 2004-017

RE: In the matter of Mike Mudge

The Board of Ethics (the "Board") pursuant to the authority contained in LSA-R.S.

42:ll4l, conducted a confidential investigation concerning information that Mike Mudge may

have violated Section 1113A of the Code of Governmental Ethics (LSA-R.S. 42:Il0l et seq.)

(the "Code") by applying for and receiving a variance for his private property from the Parish of

Plaquemines while he served as a member of the Plaquemines Parish Council and that Mike

Mudge Contractors, Inc., through its sole owner Mike Mudge, may have violated Section 11134

of the Code by applying for building permits issued by the parish for persons whose homes it was

contracted to build. Furthermore, Mike Mudge Contractor, Irc., through its owner Mike Mudge,

may have violated Section 11118 of the Code by receiving compensation for assisting persons in

obtaining building permits from the Parish.

On the basis of information obtained during the investigation, and with the concurrence

of Mike Mudge, the Board now makes the following essential:

I.

FINDINGS OF FACT

l.

Mike Mudge has served as a Plaquemines Parish Councilman at various times since



1985. His current term began in 2003 and will expire in 2006.

2.

ln March 2003, Mike Mudge applied to the Plaquemines Parish Development Board for a

variance of the front yard requirements of a piece of property where he is building his private

residence.

3.

There were 23lots in the subdivision, including Mr. Mudge's lot, that required a variance

to meet the minimum 'buildable area' for construction of a residence according to the resulations

set forth by Plaquemines Parish.

4.

The Plaquemines Parish Council considered and approved variances for the other affected

lots in the subdivision.

5.

In May 2003, the Plaquemines Parish Council approved Councilman Mudge's application

for variance. Councilman Mudge was absent from this meeting and did not participate in the vote

to approve the variance.

6.

Councilman Mudge is the owner of Mike Mudge Contractor, Ioc., which engages in

residential and commercial construction.

7.

On several occasions, Mike Mudge Contractor, Ioc., through its owner, applied for

building permits for individuals from the Plaquemines Parish Department of Planning, Permits



andZoning in order to build their houses.

8.

Mike Mudge, as the owner of Mike Mudge Contractor, frc., contracts with persons to

oversee the construction of their homes for a fee. Part of the services that he provides is to

provide the necessary information to those persons so that they may obtain a building permit

from the Plaquemines Parish Department of Planning, permits and,zoning.

II.

APPLICABLE LAW

l.

Section 11 1lE of the Code of Governmental Ethics provides:

E. No public servant, and no legal entity of which such public servant is an officer,
director, trustee, partner, or employee, or in which such public servant has a substantial
economic interest, shall receive or agree to receive any thing of economic value for
assisting a person in a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction,
with the agency of the public servant.

2.

Section 1 1 13A of the Code of Governmental Ethics provides:

A. No public servant,..., or member of a public servant's immediate family, or legal entity
in which he has a controlling interest shall bid on or enter into any contract, subcontract,
or other transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the agency of such
public servant.

III.

OPINION

It is the opinion and conclusion of the Board that Mike Mudge violated Section I I 134 of

the Code of Governmental Ethics by applying for and receiving a variance from the Plaquemines

Parish Council while he served as a member of such council. Furthermore, it is the opinion and



conclusion of the Board that Mike Mudge Contractor, Ioc., through its owner Mike Mudge,

violated Section 1113A by applying for building permits from the Plaquemines Parish

Department of Planning, Permits and Zoning on behalf of clients, in order to build their homes.

Section 1113A of the Code prohibits a public servant or a legal entity in which he owns a

controlling interest from entering into a contract, subcontract, or other transaction that is under

the supervision or jurisdiction of public servant's agency. As a member of the Plaquemines

Parish Council, Mike Mudge's agency consisted of the entire parish government. Furthermore,

the Board has consistently held that the submission of an application for a variance or building

permit with one's agency constitutes a transaction. Therefore, although Councilman Mudge was

one of several lot owners requiring the same variance in order to build a residence on his lot, he

was prohibited from applying for and receiving variances from the parish. Furthermore, Mike

Mudge Contractors, lnc., through its owner Mike Mudger was prohibited from applying for and

receiving building permits from the Parish on behalf of individuals for the construction of their

houses.

It is the opinion and conclusion of the Board that Mike Mudge Contractors, Inc., through

its owner Mike Mudge, violated Section 11118 of the Code of Governmental Ethics by assisting

persons, for compensation, in the completion and submission of applications for building permits

issued by the Plaquemines Parish Department of Planning, Permits and Zoning. Mike Mudge

Contractor, lnc., through its sole owner, would enter into contracts with persons to oversee the

construction of their homes. As part of the services pursuant to such contract, such persons

would be provided with the information needed to complete the application for a building permit

and the individualq would apply for their own building permitg. Section 1111E of the Code



prohibits a public servant or a legal entity in which he has a substantial economic interest from

receiving compensation for assisting a person in a transaction involving his agency. Therefore,

the Code prohibited Mike Mudge, individually or through his company Mike Mudge Contractor,

Inc., from assisting individuals, for compensation, in the completion of their applications for

building permits issued by Plaquemines Parish.

The Board is authorized to impose a civil penalty of up to $10,000 upon finding that a

violation of the Code has occurred. In this particular situation, given the facts outlined above, it

is the conclusion of the Board that the interest of the public would be served by the imposition of

a pivil penalty of $1,500.

Iv.

DECREE AND ORDBR

For the foregoing reasons:

IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Board finds as a matter of

fact and as a conclusion of law that Mike Mudge violated Section 11134 of the Code of

Governmental Ethics by applying for and receiving a variance for his private. property from the

Parish of Plaquemines while he served as a member of the Plaquemines Parish Council.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Board finds as

a matter of fact and as a conclusion of law that Mike Mudge Contractor, IDC., through its sole

owner Mike Mudge, violated Section 1113A of the Code of Governmental Ethics by applying for

building permits issued by the parish on behalf of individuals.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Board finds as

a matter of fact and as a conclusion of law that Mike Mudge Contractor, Irc., through its sole



owner Mike Mudge, violated Section 111lE of the Code of Governmental Ethics by assisting

individuals, for compensation, in the completion of their applications for building permits issued

by Plaquemines Parish

IT IS FURTHER ORDERBD, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that a civil penalty of

$1,500 be and is hereby imposed upon Mike Mudge.

By Order of the Board rhis 14rh day of June 2007

s/flank Perret s/John W. Greene

Henry C. Perret, Chairman Judge John W. Greene, Vice-Chairman

s/Herbert V. Baptiste. Sr. s/Clayton Davis
Dr. Herbert V. Baptiste, Sr. Clayton Davis

s/Joanne C. Ferriot s/Gwendolvn P. Hamilton
Dr. Joanne C. Ferriot Gwendolyn P. Hamilton

siMichael T. Johnson s/C.W. Lowrey. MD

Dr. Cedric Lowrey

s/Joseph Maselli Absent and did not participate.

Dr. Ernest Douelas PetersonJoseph Maselli

Michael T. Johnson

s/Dolores R. Soikes



Dr. Dolores Spikes

CONSENT

The undersigned (a) stipulates to the facts found by the Board; (b) waives the procedural
requirements contained in Section LI4I of the Code; (c) admits that his conduct, as described
above, violated Sections 1113A and 111lE of the Code; (d) consents to the publication of this
opinion; (e) agrees to comply with the conditions and orders set forth in this opinion; and (0
agrees not to seek judicial review of the findings and actions taken in this opinion.

s/Mike Mudee April 17.2007

Mike Mudee Date



General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-738
1U20t2009

RE:

Consideration of charges filed against the following candidates that failed to frle their Personal

Financial Disclosure Statement within 10 days of qualifring for the April 4, 2009 election:
Patricia Cravins

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

l8:1495.7

Comments:

Patricia Cravins has filed the required personal financial disclosure statement, thus charges

should be dismissed. (TKM)

Recommendations:

Dismiss charges.



STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE CIVIL SERVICE

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
P O. BOX 4368

BATON ROUGE, LA 7'1821
(225\ 219-5600

FAX: (2251 381-7271
't-800-842-6630

www.ethics.state.la.us

7aa7 / 3366603
g t ro 1r8/

August 12,2009

Ms. Patricia Cravins
327 E. Grolee Street,
Opelousas, Louisian a 7 057 0

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-738

Dear Ms. Cravins:

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its July 28-29,2009 meeting, considered a staff report
regarding your failure to file your Personal Financial Disclosure Statement within l0 days
of qualifying for the,April 4,2009 election.

The Board, by a majority vote of its membership, ordered that a public hearing be conducted
for the purpose of exploring the fbllowing:

CHARGE
That Patricia Cravins, a candidate for State Senator, District24,in the April 4,2009
election, may have violated Section 1495.7 Aof the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act
("CFDA") (La. R.S. l8:1495.7A) by failing to file the personal financial disclosure
statement required by the provisions of Section 1495.7A of the CFDA (La. R.S.
l8:1495.74) to be filed within l0 days of qualifying for the April 4,2009 election,
and is therefore subject to civil penalties of $ 100 a day until the statement is filed, not
to exceed $2,500.

The hearing will be held in the LaSalle Building, LaBelle Room,6l7 N. Third Street, l" Floor,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. on October 28, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. This public hearing will be

conducted in accordance with the procedural requirements set forth in R.S. l8:l5ll.4C,
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act and in conformity with the Rules adopted by
the Board, a popy of which is enclosed. At the conclusion of this public hearing, the Board
may impose ddditional civil sanctions of up to $10,000 as per R.S. 18:1505.4A(4Xb).

\

In order to fully cooperate with you in this matter, the designated trial attorney will, upon
request, provide you with copies of all documents that may be introduced into evidence and
the names and addresses of all witnesses that the designated trial attorney intends to call. [f
you desire the attendance of any witnesses, the Board, through its Executive Secretary,
Deborah Grier, can issue subpoenas for those witnesses. In order to have subpoenag,issued

AN EQUAL OPPOBTUNITY EMPLOYER



(p

Ms. Patricia Cravins
August 12,2009
Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-738
Page 2 of 2

you must, at least ten (10) days in advance of the hearing, supply the names and addresses
of the persons to be subpoenaed to the attention of the Executive Secretary.

If you need any additional information, please contact Tracy K. Meyer, the designated trial
attorney, or Deborah Grier, the Executive Secretary, at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Yours truly,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

EB:FS:tkm

Enclosure



General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-916
rU20t2009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether an employee of the
Office of Addictive Disorders (OAD) may accept part-time employment with an Access to
Recovery Provider.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: 111lc(l)(a), 1l I lC(2Xd)

Comments:

FACTS:
Alice Roeling is a retired employee of the Office of Addictive Disorders (OAD). Prior to her
retirement, Ms. Roeling served as an Inpatient Facility Manager for the Springs of Recovery
Adolescent Program. She is currently working sporadically as a Work As Executed (WAE)
employee for the Springs of Recovery Program for special projects through the Office of
Addictive Disorders. She has been approached by the Miracle Place Church to provide contract
work to supervise counselors in training. Miracle Place Church has applied for funding through
the Access to Recovery program with OAD.

LAW:
Section 1111C(l)(a) prohibits a public servant from receiving any thing of economic value from
an outside source for the performance of services which are devoted substantially to the
responsibilities, programs, or operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the
public servant has participated. Section 1111C(2Xd) prohibits a public servant from being
compensated from a person who has or is seeking a contractual relationship with the public
agency of the public servant.

ANALYSIS:
As long as you are not providing services to clients at the Miracle Place Church who can receive
the treatment through the Springs of Recovery program, nor does the Miracle Place Church have
or is seeking a contractual agreement with the Springs of Recovery Program, there is no violation
of Section 1 11 1C(l)(a) or 1 I I 1C(2Xd) of the Code if you accept employment with Miracle Place
Church. (APB)

Recommendations:

Adopt the proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Alice Roeling
2219 Myrtledale Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Executed (WAE) employee for the Springs of Recove,1y,p,,49grarn for:ippcid plpj-ectsthrough the

Office of Addictive Disorders. You have been upproarbdd iiy the Miracle'Flace Church to provide

RE: Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-916

Dear Ms. Roeling:
'.

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20, 2009 B gteeting t*ui*o# your request

for an advisory opinion regarding whether you may accept' p{oyment with'fh:,YinTl: Place

Church while you are currently employed with the Office of A.ddiCtiVF Dtsordls^ltrthejspfings.ol

Recovery Adoiescent program. You stated that you are a re&,ed erylgee of th9 otrice of Addi{tive

Disorders (OAD). Prior to your retirement, you served as'an lh@ient FaciJltV Manaeg.fol tfe

Springs of Recovery Adolescent Program. You are currently worki-ry spoladical.ly as 
? 

Work As

contract work to supervise counselors in traininf Miltglg Flace Church nas ip$liea for funding

through the Access to Recovery program with OAD , i

The Board concluded, and instructed me.to advisc you,,thatthe Codeof.f_gvemmental Ethics would

not prohibit your employment with ttr6,@pcle Place Chrctr, Sectio$ t I t t C( t Xa) prohibits a public

servant from receivilg Ly tftms ot@mi. uutoe fromAt,ost*i& *b*." for the performance of
services which are devoted substantialtytothe responi$ilitie$,proglrams, or operations of the agency

of the public servant and in wlic"hthepuldlg servant hasparqicip*ied. Section 1 I I I C(2)(d) prohibitsofthe public servant and in *tnic"n_=1@p... *p servant hasphf!@ed. Section I I I 1C(2Xd) protubtts

a pubiic servant from being .omryirsa€d fro* a person who has or is seeking a contractual

reiationship witfrru fubticag"n$'irt.6e pgUfi" sgrvant. As long as.you 1t".*:Providing 
servicesreiationship witfrru publicag"nd'irt.fte pgbli" servant. As long as you are not providing services

to clientsaith"Uiiiut"Plac; bt+rchwhssmreceive the treatmentthroughthe Springs of Recovery

Drosratr. nor,does,ihr tvtiiacte'Ptac. Cii*dn haue or is seeking a contractual agreement with the
^Spti"gr 

oiR""ou"ry Ptogram, ttt"r. ir no 
"itilation 

of Section 11 I lC(l)(a) or I I I lC(2Xd) of the

Code"if you accgpt employrnent with Miracle'Place Church'
'. t. : 

'leJsir

ttris advisorv'oni"lon is base&soiely on the facts as set fonh herein. Changes to the facts as

oresented may tdrrh in a C#ereet application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board

irru.. no opi*nn * ts p"st Wn{rci ot laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. If you

have any questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630'

SincerelY, ;:':::'" I'

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Aneatra P. Boykin
For the Board



Jo4-flo
Alice F. Roeling

22l9Myrtledale Avenue
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808

August 31,2009

To Whom It May Concern,

I am a retired State employee who is currently working sporadically as a
WAE employee, for special projects through Office for Addictive Disorders.
I have been approached by Miracle Place Church in Baker, LA with a request
to contract with them to supervise their Counselors in Training. I retired as
OAD Inpatient Facility Manager for The Springs of Recovery Adolescent
Program and am still on their payroll for my WAE duties.

The Springs of Recovery is considered an Access to Recovery provider,
although the federal funding has been converted to the state general budget.
Miracle Place Chrnch has applied for funding through Access to Recovery II
for their Intensive Outpatient program.

I have been advised to get a ruling from the Ethics Board regarding my working
for Miracle Place Church. I have spoken with Frank Perczwith DHH legal, and
he does not see any conflict; however I want to cover all my bases. I am asking
that you let me know if there is any problem with my doing part-time work for
both OAD and Miracle Place Church. My email ad&esses are: (personal) -
i)rmommeergJ.lco.\.net; (state) alice.roelingrclia.gov. My cell phone number is
225-241-9296.

Sincerely,

- /)
/t,t' // ./,/
illtu,ff,/W///A
Alice F. Roeling, U '

LAC, CCS, CCDP-D.
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General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-941
rU20t2009

RE:

Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a member of the Louisiana
State Arts Council may accept a nomination to sit as an officer of the Louisiana Partnerships for
the Arts Board, a nonprofit organization that receives grant funding from the Council.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

l11lc(2)(d), rrr2

Comments:

FACTS:
The Louisiana Partnership for the Arts(LPA) is a nonprofit organization that receives funding
from the Louisiana State Arts Council (Council). The LPA would like to nominate a member of
the Council, who also serves as an executive director of a regional arts council, to serve as an

officer of the LPA Board.

LAW:
Section l1l lC(2)(d) prohibits a public servant from receiving compensation from a person who
has or is seeking a business or financial relationship with the agency of the public servant.

Section 1112 of the Code prohibits a public servant from participating in transactions in which a

person, in which the public servant is an officer, has a substantial economic interest.

ANALYSIS:
As a member of the Council, the executive director would be prohibited from participating in any

transactions that come before the Council involving LPA. Additionally, if the Executive Director
is to be compensated in his position as an officer of the LPA, then there is a violation of the Code

for him to continue his service on the Council.
(APB)

Recommendations:

Adopt proposed advisory opinion.



funding from the Council. You stated that the Louisiana Partnership fortUe Arts(LPA) is a '

nonprofit organization that receives funding from the Louisianastdie Arts Council (CounCil).

The Board concluded, and instructed me to advise you, thatifffi, b*".u,it.'#3iar is to be
compensated in his position with LPA, ttt. Co*e of CovernrnenAt ntfti".r *ouiO prohibit his
service as an officer of the LPA board.Section tl I

itttes or fi nancial relationship
jirihibits a public servant from

participating in transactions in

Date

David Tatman
Administrative Manager
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2009-941

for an advisory opinion regarding whether a member of the, sLti arts Coun@,,
(Council) who also sits as Executive Director of a regi lEa
an officer of the Louisiana Partnership for the Arts, a non-

1n servant is an officer, has a

Sincerely,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Aneatra P. Boykin
For the Board

substantial economic interest. #,s a=--{'ffiih'! r of the Coun*i'}j.ffi Executive Director would be
prohibited from participating i#my #nBtions that co-f before the Council involving LPA.
Additionally, if the Executive oiiector is ttG compensated in his position as an officer of the
LPA, then there is aviolation of Section I I l iC(2Xd) of the Code for him to continue his servicevftation of Section 11ltlc(2)(

ons, plehso contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

*i$
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Dear Ethics Advisory Administration:

The Louisiana Partnership for the Arts (LPA) is a nonprofit organization that receives state arts
grant funding through the Louisiana State Arts Council (LSAC).

The LPA would like to nominate the Executive Director of a regional arts council to serve as an
officer of our board. This Executive Director, whose organization also receives state arts grant
funding from LSAC, also serves on the LSAC, the agency that awards the state arts grant funding.

ls this a conflict of interest?

Administrative Manager
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts

Louisiunu ?urtnersfuQr lor the.ilrJs

September 17,2009

Louisiana Ethics Administration Program
P.O. Box 4368
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

f,D.{). lfox {t?.T:f I r lfaron llorrge,
Ithone 1:!,i25) 7{d7.7$'l$ .

L^f 70l3lf",:l r ryww.lparts.orgi
Frrx l2?5) 7{d7-7ai'l[l



General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-961
tU20t2009

RE:

Request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a town clerk may continue her employment
when her prospective mother-in-law serves as an alderman of the town.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1119

Comments:

Facts: Ms. Kimberly Seals has worked for the Town of Greensburg since August 6,2007. On
February 10,2009, she was appointed as the town clerk. Ms. Seals is engaged to marry Mr.
Hoyt McNabb on November 28,2009. Mr. McNabb's mother is a member of the Board of
Aldermen of the Town of Greensburg.

Issue: May Ms. Seals continue to be employed by the agency of her prospective mother-in-law?

Rule: Section 11198(1) states that no member of the immediate family of a member of a
governing authority shall be employed by the govemmental entity. Ms. Seals'prospective
mother-in-law is a member of a governing authority of a governmental entity, however, Section
III9C(2) states that this prohibition will not preclude the continued employment of any public
employee, nor hinder, alter, or in any way affect normal promotional advancements for such
employee where a member of the public employee's immediate family becomes the agency head
of the public employee's agency, provided that such public employee has been employed in the
agency for a period of at least one year prior to the member of the public employee's immediate
family member becoming agency head.

Analysis/Conclusion: Since Ms. Seals has been employed by the Town of Greensburg for more
than one year, her continued employment will not be prohibited by the Code of Ethics even
though her prospective immediate family member is a member of the town's governing authority.
(DLG)

Recommendations:

Adopt proposed advisory opinion



Date

Clifton T. Speed
P.O. Box 728
Greensburg. LA 70441

Re: Board Docket No.2009-961

Dear Mr. Allcn .

The Louisiana Board of trthics. at its November 20, 2009 meeting" considered your request for an
advisory opinion regarding whether a town clerk may continue her employment when her
prospective ntother-in-larv scn'cs as an alderman of the town. You stated that Ms. Kimberly Seals
has worked fbr the Town of Greensburg since August 6.2007. On February 10, 2A09, she was
appointed as the town clerk. Ms. Seals is engaged to ntarry Mr. Hoyt McNabb on November 28,
2009. Mr. McNabb's mother is a member of the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Greensburg.

The Board concluded. and instructed me to inform you that of the Code Governmental Ethics will
not prohibit Ms. Seals' continued employment. Section ll198(l) states that no member of the
immediate family of a member of a governing authority shall be employed by the governmental
entity. Ordinarily, since Ms. McNabb is a member of a governing authorit.',' of a governmental entity,
none of her immediate family members could be employed by that the governmental entity.
However, Section 1 I l9C(2) states that this prohibition will not preclude the continued employment
of any public employee, nor hinder" alter, or in any way alfect nonnal prontotional advancements
fbr such employee where a member ofthe public employee's irnmediate f amily becomes the agency
head of the public employee's agency, provided that such public employee has been employed in the
agency lor a period of at least one year prior to the member of the public enrployee's immediate
family member becoming agency head. Since Ms. Seals has been continuously employed by the
governmental entity (the Town of Greensburg) for ntore than olts year. shc rnav continue her employ.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set lbrth herein. Changes to 1he facts presented
may result in a diffbrent application of the provisions oft the ('odc of t'.thics. 'Ihe Board issues no
opinion as to past concluct or laws other than Code of Ciovernmental llthics. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6(ri0.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Deidra L. Godfiey
For the Board
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CImToN T. SPEED jtti'l-{it;1
ATTORNEYAT LAW
14498L4' HWY.37

P. O. BOX 728
GREENSBURG, LOUISIANA 7044I

(22s)2224'180 (225)222-3205.

FAX (225)222-4160
8ma1 I : speedlawof f lce0centurytel . net

September 28,2009

Louisiana Board of Ethics
For Public Employees
Post Office Box 4368
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

Re: Town of Greensburg

Dear Sirs:

Ms. Kimberly Seal is currently employed by the Town of Greensburg as town clerk Ms.
Seal has worked for the Town of Greensburg since August 61 2007. Ms. Seal was appointed as clerk
of the Town of Greensburg on February 10, 2009. Ms. Seal is now engaged to marry Mr. Iloyt
McNabb, whose mother, Paula D. McNabb, is a member of the Board of Aldermen of the Town of
Greensburg on November 28, 2009. The question that this raises is that since on the date of her
marriage, Kimberly Seal, will become a member of the immediate family of Ms. Paula D. McNabb,
a member of the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Greensburg, does her employment for in
excess of one (1) year act as an exemption for her continued employment by the Town of
Greensburg as the town clerk after her marriage. Mayor W. Burke Jones has asked me to seek this
advisory opinion. Both he and Ms. Seal would very much appreciate it if this opinion could be
rendered prior to the scheduled date of her marriage so that she would have a clear understanding
as to the consequences of her impending marriage in November, 2009.

Thanking you for your assistance in this regard, I remain
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Yo.rrrs very truly,
t, tL
L/r -rf:;-----

Clifton T. Sp'6ed

CTS:lhr

Hon. W. Burke Jones, Mayor
Town of Greensburg
Post Office Box 160
Greensburg, Louisiana 70441

C:U)ocumenls ild Srltingsvldministntorully DocumeotsLsp..d Fil€s\GRnENSBURC, TOWN OF\o!, 2l 09 Ltr to Ll Borrd of Eahis.wpd



General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-968
rU20t2009

Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding an employee of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries seeking part-time employment at the Bass Pro Shop.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

I I 1 lC(l)(a); I I I lC(2Xd)

Comments:

FACTS: Jonathan LeBlanc is a Biologist Manager for the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries. He is
the educational manager for the department. He would like to work for the Bass Pro Shop as a
retail sales associate. He would not be selling licenses which are issued by the Dept. of Wildlife
and Fisheries. The Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries does not have any contractual, business or
other financial relationship with the Bass Pro Shop.

LAW: Section I l l lC(l)(a) of the Code prohibits a public employee from receiving any thing of
economic value for any service, the subject matter of which is devoted substantially to the
responsibilities, programs, or operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the
public servant has participated. Section I I I lC(2Xd) of the Code prohibits a public servant, or a
legal entity in which he owns in excess of 25Yo or exercises control over, from receiving a thing
of economic value for services rendered to or for a person that has, or is seeking to have, a
contractual, business, or financial relationship with his agency.

ANALYSIS: The Code does not prohibit Mr. LeBlanc from working for the Bass Pro Shop. His
job at the Bass Pro Shop as a retail associate does not involve subject matter which is regulated
by the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries. And there is no contractual relationship between the Bass
Pro Shop and the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries. (AMA)

Recommendations:

Adopt the proposed advisory opinion concluding that Mr. LeBlanc's employment is permitted
under the Code.



DATE

Jonathan B. LeBlanc
23751Rosemont Drive
Denham Springs, LA 7 0726

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-968

Dear Mr. LeBlanc:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its Novenrber2O,2009
advisory opinion as to the propriety of your
associate while you are ernployed with the Deparfinent
that as a Biologist Manager you serve as the Education
DWF does not have any contractual or business or

The Board concluded and instructed me to inform you
is permitted under the Code of Governmental Ethi
public servant from providing compensated
financial relationship with his agency.
services the subject matter of which are
operations ofthe agency ofthe public
is no contractual, business or
a retail sales associate you would
sell hunting licenses,
substantially related to the

This advi

has participated. There
Bass Pro Shop. Also as

paraphernalia and would not
to the Bass Pro Shop are not

as set forttr herein. Changes to the facts as

provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board
the Code of Govemmental Ethics. If you

9-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

BassPro Shop
prohibits a

business or
Code f,ffbits paynent for
furonsiSitities, programs or

Alesia M. Ardoin
For the Board
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

OFFICEOFWLDLIFE

To: La. Ethics Board
From: Jonathan B. LeBlanc, L.D.W.F.
Re: RequestforAdvisoryOpinion
Date: 9/18/09

I am requesting an advisory opinion for outside employment. I am cunently a Biologist Manager for fte La.

Dept. of lA/ildlife & Fisheries. Func'tional duty is Education Manager for the deparhrent. Please see attached
job description for evaluation of request

I am requesting to work "part time" for Bass Pro in Denham Springs. I have interviewed and they nould like
me to work as a P.AC.E employee in the hunting sec{ion. Basically a PACE worker is strictly a part time
associate that works on my schedule, not theirs. This means I only work when I want to. This would be on
nights and weekends on my days ofi. I will not be selling licenses or anything that would link me to he
departnent. Strictly retail hunting clothes, decoys, calls, and other hunting paraphemalia.

I have been a strate employee for over 33 years, finished DROP, and just trying to make extra money to pay
for my daughters wedding.

Please advise when this is under consideration and on your docket.

Denham Springs, |.a. 70726
Home ffi{/-79
Cell- 572-8480
Work- 763-5788

P.O. BOX 98000. BATON ROt GE, LOUISUqI{A 7089&90(X}. PHONE (225) 76+2806
AN FOI IAI NPPORTI INTfY trMPI r.|YFP

dooq-9bg

ROBERT J. BARI-IAM
SECRETARY

JIMMY L. ANTHONY
ASSISTANTSECRFIARY
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State of Louisiana
DEPA.RTI}IENT OF STATE CT\rIL SER\|ICE

www. civ ilsenrice. la. gov

160740
BIOLOGIST MANAGER
TS314 $44,945 - $99,253
Creation Date: ll l0l I 1996
Change Date: 07 10112009

FUNCTION OF WORK:
To develop and manage biological and environmental research/management activities.

LEVEL OF WORK:
Man4ger.

SUPERVISION RECEIVED:
General from a Biologist Program Manager or higherJevel Biologist.

SUPERMSION DGRCISED:
Direct line over Biologist Supervisor(s) or an equivalent unit of professional biologists.

LOCATION OF WORK:
Departrnent of Wildlife and Fisheries.

JOB DISTINCTIONS:
Differs from Biologist Supervisor by the responsibility for supervision of Biologist Supervisor(s) or an
equivalent professional biologist staff.

Ditrers from Biologist Progmm Manager by absence of responsibility for supervising a subordinate
Biologist Manager or equivalent mix of supervisory staff.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:
EXAMPLES BELOW ARE A BRIEF SAMPLE OF COMMON DUTIES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS
JOB TITLE. NOT ALL POSSIBLE TASKS ARE INCLUDED.

Responsible forpersonnel management, including recommendations for hiring, promotions, annual
merit increases, performance reviews, and approval of leave requests.

Makes recommendations to the division adminishator and the Secretary for management and regulation
of game or non-game wildlife or inland or marine fishes.

levelops, approves, or establishes research projects for game or non-game wildlife or inland or marine
fishes.

Analyses highty technical biological data and prepares or edits technisal and popular papers for
publication.

Participates on scientific committees or taskforces at the state or national level.

http://www.civilservice.la.gov/asp/OneStopJoblnfo/DisplayJobSpec.aspxTobCode160T40 9/1812009
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Coordinates deparhrnent public outreach prograrns, such as conducting field trips to school and civic
groups and providing information upon request on game or non-game wildlife or inland or marine
fishes.

Responsible for developing species management plans.

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS :

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS :

A baccalaureate degree in a biological science, marine science, environmental science, wildlife or
fisheries managemen! animal scienceo or foresty followed by six yehrs of professional experience in
wildlife or fisheries researcll mrnagement, education or conservation.

SUBSTITUTIONS:
Graduate training in qualifring fields may be substituted for up to one year ofthe required experience on
the basis of thirty semester hours for one year of experience.

A non-thesis master's degree in qualiffing fields will substitute for one year of the required experience.

A master's degree with completed thesis in qualifring fields will substitute for two years of the required
experience.

A Ph.D. in qualiffing fields will substitute for two years of the required experience.

NOTE:
Examples of non-quali&ing degrees are science education (of any discipline), geology, geography,
nuclear scienceo and agribusiness.

NOTE:
Any college hours or degree must be from a school accredited by one of the following regional
accrediting bodies: the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools; the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges; the Norttr Cental Association of Colleges and Schools; the
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities; The Southem Association of Colleges and
Schools; the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.

http://www.civilservice.la.gov/asp/OneStopJoblnfo/DisplayJobSpec.aspx?JobCode160740 9/18/2009



General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-969
Lu2012009

RE:

Consideration of request for advisory opinion regarding whether an alderman can vote on a
project when his employer is providing materials for the project.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1112B(3)

Comments:

Facts: The Veterans Memorial Committee requested the Village of Albany to donate funds to
help build a memorial in Albany. The Village of Albany's Board consists of three aldermen.
One Alderman, Mr. G. Glascock is on the Board of Directors for Memorial. Another Alderman,
Mr. B. Martin works for LaFarge Corp., a company that is supplying concrete for the project.

Issue: May Aldermen Martin vote on donating funds to the Veterans Memorial Committee when
this issue comes before the board:

Rule: Section 11128(3) states that no public servant shall participate in a transaction
involving the governmental entity in which, to his actual knowledge, any person of which he is
an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee has a substantial economic interest. Section
1123(l) of the Code provides an exception to permit a public servant to participate in the affairs
of a charitable or public service organizations when no compensation is received.

Analysis/Conclusion: Since Mr. Martin nor Mr. Glascock will receive compensation for their
participation in the vote to donate funds to the Veterans Memorial Committee, there is no
violation of the Code if Aldeilnan Martin or Glascock vote to donate funds to the Veteran's
MemorialCommittee. (DLG)

Recommendations:

Adopt proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Mr. Thomas A. Stewart
Mayor, Village of Albany
P.O. Box 1000
Albanv. LA707ll

RE: Board Docket No.2009-969

Dear Mayor Stewart:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20, 2009 m
advisory opinion regarding whether Alderman B. Martin &
is providing materials for the project. You stated that the
that the Village of Albany donate funds to help build a me@
stated that the Village of Albany's Board consists of three
Glascock is on the Board of Directors for Memorial.
LaFarge Cotp., a company that is supplying co

The Board concluded. and has instructed me
would not prohibit Alderman Martin or
Veterans Memorial Committee.

nor Mi:

Alderman. Mr. G.
iii#:;,In artin works for

'/;lj

o tal Ethics

a public servant from
he or his employer has a

fi exceptionto permit apublic
service organization when no

ill receive compensation for their
ffre Veterans al Committee, there is no violation

donate funds to the Veteran's Memorial

f the prEfuisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board issues no
than Code of Govemmental Ethics. If vou have anv

219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Imm

,l|t7.

Co

,different
conduc,t

Sincerely, ''+

LOUISIANA

Deidra L. Godfrey
For the Board

ffi:ETHICS
:i$i i"'

compensation is received. Sing I

participation in the votg"to donate
of the Co{=e.5*f=ffi

+
'

on the facts ir set forth herein. Changes to the facts presented



VILLAGE OF ALBANY
29fiI6 S, MON1'PELIER

P {_). B()x 10rx)
Al.BnNx L(tLJlstn NA 707 t1MAY{JR

'ilt(lMAs A,,s'niry46"1
CI.IJRI(
SANL]Y 51FWART'$MITII

ALDERMEN
EDMONT) IIN RRIS
c[Nlj (;t.Asc()rtK

I-].IJYL] "NEH'MARTIN

August 31, 2009

Louisiana State Board of Ethics
P.O. Box 43EB
Baton Rouge, LA 70921

Re: Veterans Memorial
Albany, LA

Dear Sirs;

The Mayorand Board of Aldermen of the Village of Albany requestan opinion from youroffice on thefollowing situation.

The veterans Memorial cornmittee has reguested donated funds from the village of Albany to lrelpbulld their memorial in our town.

The Board consists of 3 Aldermen, one Alderman Mr. G. Glascock cannot vote because he is on theBoard of Directors for Mernorial. The second Alderman Mr, B. Martin is uncertairr whether he can votebecause the company that he works for, LaFarge corp. is supplying the concrete for the project.

Your consideration to this matter is greatly appreciated,

5[ncerely,

TAS/ss

"Thie insritutlon io an cqual opportunity proviclcr,,



General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-994
ru20t2009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the Director of the
Traffic & Transportation Department of Lafayette Consolidation Government may serve as an

expert witness in a case involving the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development.

Relevant Statutory Provisionso Advisory Opinions: I I l1C(1Xa), 1111C(2)(d), 1102(16)

Comments:

FACTS:
Tony Tramel is the Director of the Traffrc and Transportation Department for the Lafayette
Consolidated Government and a registered professional engineer in Louisiana, Texas, Florida,
and Oklahoma. In Mr. Tramel's role as Director, he is responsible for the administration of two
contracts between Lafayette Consolidated Government (LCG) and Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development (LADOTD). The contracts involve traffic signal maintenance,
Metropolitan PlanningOrganization agreements and an engineering/planning study. Mr. Tramel
has been asked by an attorney representing LADOTD to serve as an expert in an expropriation
case in the City of New Iberia. Mr. Tramel's service as an expert will require a contract
agreement between himself and LADOTD and compensation will be given for the contemplated
effort.

LAW:
Section 1111C(2Xd) of the Code prohibits a public servant from receiving a thing of economic
value from any person who has or is seeking a business or contractual relationship with the
public servant's agency. Section 1111C(1)(a) of the Code prohibits a public servant from
receiving anything of economic value for a non-public service that is devoted substantially to the

responsibilities, programs, and operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the
public servant has participated. Section 1102(16) of the Code dehnes a person as an individual
or legal entity other than a goveflrmental entity

ANALYSIS:
Because Mr. Tramel will not be contracting with a "person" to perform the proposed services, but
instead with the LADOTD, Section 1111C(2Xd) of the Code will not apply to the above facts.

Additionally, as long as Mr. Tramel is not participating in matters with the City of New Iberia in
which he has participated in as Director of the Traffic and Transportation Department of LCG,
there is no violation of the Code if he serves as an expert in the expropriation case in New Iberia.
(APB)

Recommendations: Adopt the proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Tony Tramel
ll2Dayna
Carencro, LA70520

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2009-994

Dear Mr. Tramel:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20,
for an advisory opinion regarding whether you, as

Department of the Lafayette Consolidated
Louisiana Department of Transportation and
New Iberia. You stated that you are a registered
and Oklahoma. In your role as Director, youae @on
between LCG and LADOTD. The contracii jnvotve

Planning Organization agreements and an engineering/tlann

TheBoard l you, that the Code of Governmental Ethics would

ffipiation case in the City of New lberia. Sectionnot
1111 receiving athing of economic value from

tual relationship with the public servant's

I I I lc(lXa) offfie CoA" pitfiiUitr a public servant from receiving anything of
ecoao €.=,* r a no*i rvice that is devoted substantially to the responsibilities,
prograr,n*;'' . ons of the- agqncy of the public servant and in which the public servant has

participaGd,r Sec$qn 1 lq?(16)-s'.of &e Code defines a person as an individual or legal entity other
than a gou.trussdtial 

'efttky;iffiea"us" 
you will not be contracting with a "person" to perform the

proposed serviCbs, Uut ifiCtedff*ith the LADOTD, Section 111 1C(2Xd) of the Code will not apply
to the above facts. tAd4ttimally, as long as you are not participating in matters with the City ofNew
Iberia in which you, 6g'iBirector of the Traffic and Transportation Department of LCG, have
participated with the City of New lberia, there is no violation of the Code if you serve as an expert
in the expropriation case in New Iberia.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as

presented may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board
issues no opinion as to past conduct or laws other than the Code of Govemmental Ethics. If you

Iberia. Your service as an experf....t

Compensation will be given fqf

mY;:



have any questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Sincerely,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Aneatra P. Boykin
For the Board

',;:..,{,t
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Tony Tramel, PE, PTOE
Il2Dayna
Carencro, L1^70520

October 4,2009

Ms. Aleshia Ardoin
Louisiana Board of Ethics
P. O. Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA7082l

Dear Ms. Ardoin:

Please let this confirm our telephone conversation on October l,2009, the subject matter being
my request for an ethics opinion. I am an agency head. I am the Director of the Traffic &
Transportation Department for Lafayette Consolidated Govemment (LCG). I am a registered
professional Engineer in Louisiana, Texas, Florida, and Oklahoma. Attached is an organization
chart of the department of Traffic and Transportation. I report directly to our President of
Lafayette Consolidated Government. I am an appointed position and serve at the pleasure of the
President.

I have been approached by an attorney who represents the Louisiana Department of
Transportation & Development (LaDOTD) in an expropriation case in New lberia. This attomey
has requested I serve as an expert witness in this case. A contract between myself and the
LaDOTD would be required and compensation would be anticipated for the contemplated expert
witness effort.

In my role as an agency head, I am responsible for administration of two specific contracts
between LCG and the LaDOTD. These contracts include traffic signal maintenance agreements,
Metropolitan Planning Organization agreements and an engineering/planning study which is
funded through agreements with the LaDOTD.

In my review of the ethics guidelines, it would appear the conditions I have just described would
inake it unethical for me to enter into an agreement rvith the LaDCTD. Please confirm r.his

assertion, or provide guidance concerning same.

Dee Stanley, CAO, LCG
Joey Durel, President, LCG

C :\Users\Tony\Documents\My Word Documents\Ethics
Commision\LaDOTD Employment Oct 4 2009.doc

, P.E., P.T.O.

cc.
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General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-999
1U2012009

RE:

Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the purchasing agent for St.

John the Baptist School Board may issue a purchase order to a company that has a business

agreement with the purchasing agent.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1111C(2Xd)

Comments:

FACTS:
Peter Montz is the purchasing agent for St. John the Baptist Parish School Board(Board). He

received a request to procure two storage buildings for the School District. The lowest quote

submitted was from Tuff Sheds Inc. Tuff Sheds Inc. rents a commercial building in St. John the

Baptist Parish of which Mr. Montz owns a 90% interest.

LAW:
Section 1111C(2)(d) of the Code prohibits a public servant from receiving compensation from a

person who has or is seeking a business or financial relationship with the public servant's agency.

Section II02(7) of the Code defines compensation as anything of economic value which is paid,

loaned, granted, given, donated, transferred or to be paid, loaned, given, donated or transferred
for or in consideration ofpersonal services to any person.

ANALYSIS:
Since Mr. Montz is not being paid for a personal service that he is providing to Tuff Sheds, a

company seeking a business relationship with the Board, there is no violation of the Code if Tuff
Sheds Inc. is issued a purchase order for St. John the Baptist School District. (APB)

Recommendations:

Adopt the proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Peter Montz
P.O. Drawer AL
Reserve, LA 70084

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2009-999

Dear Mr. Montz: ' ::::::r.+

, :ri ..*," 'i

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20, 2009 Eoard meeting,
for an advisory opinion regarding whether St. John The e@emigh Sq,hoot boar*qnoa

'n

issue a purchase order to Tuff Sheds Inc. for storage buildings"qrb€re yorn ut the ffi
for Board, rent commercial property to Tuff Sheds Inc. You st@ fhat.you received

lhsation from a person

servant's agency.

for or in consideration of pe.*oul 1g{Lry. to ?ny dt"". € yo" 
-ay 

no! being paid. for a

S,Tuff Sheds, a conipany seeking a business relationship
if Tuff Sheds is issued a purchase order for St.

LOUISIAN

Aneatra P. Boykin
For the Board

This advigg4ropintOti'is based strtety on tlqft.facti as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as

presegd rypy reiuli in atiifftrbnt'applicati6n cf,the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The-

Board issues qo opinion as to past conduct or laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics.

Ifyouhry#iquestiont, p act me at (225) 219-5600or (800) 842-6630.

sirrcerely, 
1' l't: 

u.;, ,*i . ,:



Goft|ld J. Keller, Ph.D.

BoardFresldent

Pstrlck H. Sandee
Mco^President

Couilney P. llilldl Ph"D.

superintendenr Louisiana Board of Ethics
PO Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Dear Board:

Sincerely,

-l.-Til
Peter T" Montz, C.p.M.
Purchasing Agent

5T JOHN PURCHASINGL8/1,?/2883 L3:58 98553E3595 PAGE AI/81

sr. John the Baptist paris*J3"JiJ3t Boarc
Making #* Difference:

A".ountability Arcniirnenr A"hi.*crrcnr

octobel 
l3: l?on

BOARDiIEIUIBERS

Ruscell JecI
DiBtfi€t f',|o. 1
F.O. Box 7s
Edgard, LA 70049
988"497.8995
Albert SUrl, lll
Di6trici No. 2
P.O. Box sgg
Garyvllle. LA 7@sl
985-5S5-29eS

Gcrald J. K6ll6r, Ph.D.
District No, 3
P.O. Box 347
Fle$erve, LA 70004
96s.536-€s70
Prtr|ct H. Sanderu

Distrlct No, 4
137 E, 31st Slreet
H€6€tv€, t-A 7ff184
985.536.4247
Jamer R llden
Diatrict No, s
7 H€ily Drive
LaPlace. l-A 70068
985"652,5555
Kelilr Joaar
Dlctrist No, 6
F.O. Box gsz
LaPlaco. LA 70069
s85-65e-5t 70

Phlllb Johnron
Dlstrkrt No. z
1'117 Clnclalr Looo
LaFtece, |J\ 70oe'a
96s.651-42sO

Ruto til|'c
District No, I
2131 Marion Dfve
LaPlecB, LA 7006g
98+652.7211
Lomnll 3ps"
Dlstrlct No. I
517 Parlango LooO
LaPlace. LA 70o6b
985-652.6882
ilrtftsvr J. Ory
Dlstrfct No, to
640 S, GolMsw Drlve
LaPlHce. LA TOOBE
so+e15-0849
Clerunce Trlche
District No. I I
1814 Main Stre€t
raPrsco, t A 7@88
985.652.€193

!_ "r the purchasing agent for st. John the Baptist parish school
Board.

I recently received € request to procure two storage buildings to be
used in the district. Per our local policy, I obtained tfrree quotes for this
expenditure over $ 1,000.00.

The low quote was from Tuff Sheds.

Tuff sheds rents a commercial building in st. John parish of which I
have a 9o/o ownership interest.

I am requesting an opinion, based
if I can issue a purchase order
buildings,

on the aforementioned information,
to Tuff $heds for the two storage

a\)etc5r-t
c)c)
-l
r\t
-t)

cr

.-l
-ir :'-I'

c)Fr..
rtt i.i: ,7-.
ri=.c]>;,

o5m*c,
2a

Ro$erve, Louislana 70094 pHoNE: 985_536-11O6
An Equal Oppornmity Emplnyer

118 west 10'h Stfiset . p.O, Drawer AL . . 1-800-296-1106 . FAX:gE&S3&1109



General Item
Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-1001

lu20t2009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding the appointment of a contractor
with the Department of Health and Hospitals Chronic Disease Prevention and Control Unit to the
Diabetes Advisory Council.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1113A

Comments:
FACTS:

Dr. Ironard Jack is a contractor with the Department of Health and Hospitals Chronic Disease
Prevention and Control Unit. In 2003, the Legislature created the Diabetes Advisory Council.
The present Co-chair of the Council would like to appoint Dr. Jack to the position of Co-chair.
The Council has no involvement in Dr. Jack's contract with CDCPU. The appointment will be
made by the present Co-chair.

LAW:

Section 1 1 13A of the Code prohibits a public servant from entering into a transaction that is
under the supervision orjurisdiction ofhis agency.

ANALYSIS:

Dr. Jack's agency is limited to the scope of his contract with CDCPU. Since Dr. Jack's agency
does not include the Diabetes Advisory Council and it is the Council that will be appointing him,
no issues under the Code of Ethics are presented. (TKM)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Mr. Mathew Valliere, Director
DHH Chronic Disease Prevention and Control Unit
P.O. Box 3118
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-3118

Re: Bthics Board Docket No.2009-1001

Dear Mr. Valliere:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November zo'flfog -.epiti!, .onridi
lo.r an ad_visory opinion as to whether Dr. Leonard Jack; 4r,contiactor with
Disease Prevention and Control Unit, may be the former Co-chair of the
Diabetes Advisory Council to the position of Co-c [gbetes Advisory Council.
You stated that the Diabetes Advisory Council has rr$invo ,1yith Dr. Jack's contract
or duties with DHH Chronic Disease Prevention,rtM.i,Sontrol Udi, .,,u

,j.;:j#,rfu.-',." ^"' ',1"'

,,,,

,.dJ;;

The Board concluded, and instructed me toirifdiffifrrdl..that thertode of Governmental
Ethics would not prohibit the former Co-chait of $effildteg$'itory Council appointing
Dr. Leonard Jack to the position of Co-ehair on thb Oid #ffvisory Council while he haslJr. Leonard Jack to the position of Co-ehair on the Dia Wtfvisory Council while he has
a contract with DHH Chronic Disease Prevention and iiol Unit. Section 1l l3A of the
Code prohibits a public servanl'tffiim entering into.4fiy ffansactions that are under the
supervision or jurisdiction of hi* agency. 'Sini" Dtfliack is not being appointed by his
agency, the DHH Chronic DiseaSe Prevend+.g.,4g$,.pontrol Unit, and the Diabetes Advisory
Council has no involvementwith his contraei#ittr OHU Chronic Disease Prevention and
Control Unit, Dr, Jack'S apointm"nt to thii'position of Co-chair on the Diabetes Advisory
Council iii not piohibited. ,' . .'r',*

,$,t, 'ff,' ':i-
This advis"r, ;#;o'*bjasea #leffi the facts as ser forth herein. Changes ro rhe facts as
presented may €sult t$"H differentia{flplication of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The
Board issub's no opiniori'as$past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of Governmental
Ethics If you have any,qffiohs, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

ff
Sinc;rely, 

f.
L0UT'JANA BO RD OF ETHTCS

'!ti 
',u 

'tl
',

Tracy K. Meyer
For the Board



BobbyJindal
ciorrrnNoR

AoaT-/oa/
Alan Levine

,,:. : .'iAl ij,rsliCRlt'f,\RY
t."ri .,' , r;.'.Al{CE

i,.;tlv'EDStffr of fuuisisna
Department of Health and Hospitals2gXg ICT -7 Flt tr: 35
Bureau of Primary Care and Rural Health

October 5,2009

Louisiana Ethics Administration Program
Post Office Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

RE: Request for Advisory Opinion

We are requesting an advisory opinion on whether it is a conflict of interest for Leonard Jack, PhD to
serye as both a contractor with the Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) Chronic Disease
Prevention and Control Unit (CDCPU) and acting as Co-Chair of the Diabetes Advisory Council, and

whether he is considered a "public servant."

Dr. Jack is currently a contractor with the CDCPU to provide outside evaluation for our Asthma,
Diabetes, Heart Disease and Stroke, and Tobacco programs. Recently Peggy Bourgeois, the current Co-
Chair of the Diabetes Advisory Council met with Dr. Jack to ask him to serve as the next Council Co-
Chair, alongside William Cefalu, MD. Dr. Jack is very interested in serving in this capacity; however we
want to make sure there is not a conflict of interest in his doing so.

Dr. Jack has over l4 years of public health experience with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia where he served previously as a Senior Behavioral Scientist,
Community Intervention Section Chief, and Leader of the Applied Behavioral Research, Epidemiology,
Surveillance, and Evaluation (ABRESE) Team within the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control and
the Division of Diabetes Translation (DDT). His areas of research expertise include socio-cultural
aspects of disease management; psychosocial aspects of managing diabetes; family and community-based
research; and men's health. Dr. Jack's qualifications and experience make him an ideal candidate to serve
as the Co-Chair of the Diabetes Advisory Council.

The Diabetes Advisory Council was established by the Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 49 of the 2003
Regular Session. The membership is uncompensated and the Council itself is unfunded. Staff members
of the Diabetes Prevention and Control Program serve as facilitators for the Council meetings.

Should you need any additional information, please feel free to contact Natasha McCoy at225-342-2663
or Natasha. McCoy@la. gov.

.- (--

DHH Chronic Disease Prevention and Control Unit

MV:ct

Bienville Building. (r28 N. 4n Strcet. P.O. Box 311t| . Baton Rouge, l.ouisiana 70ti21-311t|
Phonc #: 225/342-9513. lttx#:225/342-5839 . lY/ilrV.I)l ll l.l -4.GOV

"r\n Iiqual Opportunity limploycr"
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Regular Session, 2003

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 49

BY SENATOR HINES AND REPRESENTATIVE FAUCHEUX

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To establish the Louisiana Diabetes Advisory Council as the entity that will

provide statewide leadership to prevent diabetes, strive to continuously

improve the lives of all Louisianians affected by diabetes mellitus, and

reduce the burden ofthe disease.

WHEREAS, six point two percent of the United States adult population

has a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus; and

WHEREAS, seven point two percent of adults in Louisiana are

diagnosed with diabetes mellitus; and

WHEREAS, diabetes rnellitus is the sixth leading cause of death in the

United States; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana has the highest death rate due to diabetes

mellitus of all other states in the United Statesl and

WHEREAS, diabetes mellitus costs the United States nearly one

hundred billion dollan each year, in health care costs, including the numerous

complications caused by diabetes mellitus, and in costs related to reduced

productivity; and

WHEREAS, diabetes mellitus costs Louisiana over two billion dollars

each year: and

WHEREAS, complications of diabetes mellitus include heart disease,

stroke, high blood pressure, blindness, kidney disease, nervous system disease,
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amputations, dental disease, and complications during pregnancy.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana

does hereby establish the Louisiana Diabetes Advisory Council as the entity

that will provide statewide leadership to prevent diabetes, strive to

continuously improve the lives of all Louisianians with diabetes mellitus, and

reduce the burden ofthe disease.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Louisiana Diabetes Advisory

Council shall be composed of a representative from each of the following

groups or organizations:

l. A representative of the Quality Improvement Organization.

2. A representative of the Louisiana Hospital Association.

3. A representative of the Department of Health and Hospitals, office

of public health.

4. A representative of the Louisiana Nurses Association.

5. A representative of the Louisiana State Medical Society'

6. A representative of the Louisiana Medical Association'

7. A representative of the Louisiana Diabetes Educators Association.

8. A representative of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences

Center, Health Care Services Division.

9. A representative of the Louisiana Association of Health Plans'

10. A representative of the Louisiana Department of Insurance'

I I . A physician who practices endocrinology to be recommended by the

Louisiana State Medical SocietY.

12. A representative of the Louisiana Ophthalmology Association'

13. A representative ofthe Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.

14. A representative of the Louisiana lndependent Pharmacy

Association.

Page 2 of 3
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of this council shall

serve without compensation, except any per diem or expenses reimbursement

to which they may be individually entitled as members of the constituent

organizations.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the council shall

select arnong themselves a chairperson and a vice chairperson who shall

conduct the meetings of this council and shall work with staff as provided for

in this Resolution to maintain communication among the council members'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Louisiana Diabetes Advisory

Council shall be facilitated and staffed by the office of public health, Diabetes

Prevention and Control Program.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Page 3 of3



Tracy Meyer

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Natasha McOoy
Friday, October 30, 2009 4:47 PM
Tracy Meyer
RE: Ethics Docket No.2009-1003

Attachments: image001.gif

No problem. Please find my responses below:

1. We will be sure to submit a copy of the contract as soon as possibld. My SrIpOMbUr hab'the' '

present copy.

2' The Diabetes Advisory Council has no involvement with Dr. Jack's contracted job duties and
responsibilities. Dr. Jack's services are exclusively for the programs within DHH's Chronic
Disease Prevention and Control Unit.

3. Dr. Jack currently does not have an official appointment to the Council. Dr. Jack's placement
into the Co-Chair position will be appointed to him by the current Co-Chair, Peggy Bourgeois,
who self-selected Dr. Jack to serve in this role.

Natasha McCoy

Natasha M. Mccoy, BS, MpH
Program Manager
Louisiana Diabetes Prevention and Control proqram
Bureau of Primary Care and Rural Health
Chronic Disease Prevention and Control Unit
Bienville Building
628 North 4th Street, P,O. Box 3118
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Phone: 225-342-2663
Fax: 225-342-2652
Natasha.McCov@LA.GOV

'Those who walk together strengthen each other.,'

From: Tracy Meyer
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2009 4:34 pM

To: Natasha McCoy
Subject: Ethics Docket No. 2009-1003

Ms. McOoy,

I have a few more questions.

(1) Please send me a copy of Dr. Jack's contract with DHH.

(2) Does the Diabetes Advisory Council have any involvement in Dr. Jack's contraci with
DHH or with his job duties and responsibilities under his contract?

i3) Has Dr. Jack already been appointed to the Council? lf so, who appointed him to the
Council? Who will appoint him to the position of Co-chair?

Please provide the information as soon as possible.



Thank you.
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DTSCLAIMER:"The ionients'bf'this message are fbr information punpoies only and does
not constitute an advisory opinion of the Boand of Ethics. If vou would like to
nequest an advisory opinion from the Louisiana Board of Ethics, please refen to

for information about submi-ttine a
request for an advisory opinion.

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDFNTfAL COMMUNICATION: DO NOT read, copy on disseminate this
communication unless you are the intended necipient. This communication may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosune under
applicable law. If you are not the intended necipient., you are on notice that any
unauthorized disclosune, copying distnibution, on taking of any action in reliance on
the contents of the electronically transmitted materiafi is p"otr:.Oited. If you have
neceived this communication in erron, please call us immediately at (ZZS) 2Ig-56A0
and ask to speak to the senden of the communication. AIso, pleise notify us
immediately via e-mail if you have neceived this communication in ennor.



General Item
Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-1002

1112012009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether an employee for the
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development may sell his personal residence to a
consultant for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: 1111C(2Xd) and 1ro2(20.1)

Comments:

FACTS:

Hossein Ghara is a Bridge Employee with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development ("DOTD") and a former member of the Consultant Evaluation Committee, which
was dissolved as of June 2009 pursuant to legislation. Mr. Ghara's personal friend is a consultant
for DOTD. In the past, Mr. Ghara performed evaluations regarding his personal friend as a
consultant.

Mr. Ghara has received an offer from his personal friend to purchase Mr. Ghara's personal
residence. Mr. Ghara would like to accept the purchase agreement, which places the purchase
price below the appraisal value.

LAW:

Section 1 1 I 1C(2Xd) of the Code prohibits a public servant from providing compensated services
to a person that has or is seeking a contractual, financial or other business relationship with his
agency.

Section Il02(20.1) of the Code defines "service" as work, duties, or responsibilities, or the
leasing, rental, or sale of movable or immovable property.

ANALYSIS:

The sale of immovable property is a services as defined by the Code of Ethics. As such, Mr.
Ghara is prohibited from selling his immovable property to a person that has a contractual,
financial or other business relationship with his agency. (TKM)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.
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Mr. Hossein Ghara
Date
Ethics Board Docker No. 2000g -1002

Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of Governmental
Ethics. If you have any questions, please contacr me at (800) 842-6630 or (2Zg) 219-5600.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Tracy K. Meyer
For the Board



September 29,2009
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Hossein Ghara
4970 Bardwell Drive

Baton Rouge. LA 70808-1829Louisiana Board of Ethics

LaSalle Building, Suite 10-36

61.7 North 3'd Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 7O8O2

Dear Louisiana Board of Ethics &
,g

I am writing to receive your opinion on a matter of much interest to me as professional Engineer3ll
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licensed in Louisiana since 1980. I am currently employed with Louisiana DOTD and serve in the ffiacity
of the DOTD Bridge Engineer Administrator. I have worked for DOTD as a career employee and in the

capacity of the Bridge Engineer in the past 8 years. In addition to my position as the Bridge Engineer I

have also served as a member of the Department's Consultant Evaluation Committee where I have

assisted in the evaluation of the consulting firms. This evaluation in combination with other factors will

result in the development of a short list to aid the Secretary of DOTD with the selection. ln this process, I

do not personally prepare the short list nor do I make recommendation to influence its makeup.

As the Bridge Engineer, I also do not supervise nor do I manage any projects or consultants. To that end,

I do not grade their performance which may influence their ranking in the future evaluation. Since I do

not manage consultants or any of their work products, I also do not review their invoices and nor do I

get involved with matters of financial nature.

As a result of a new Legislation, the Consultant Evaluation Committee at DOTD has been abolished and

therefore as of June of 2009 | am not a member of this committee since it is no longer in existence.

My fianc6 and I have built a new house which we hope to move in by January 2010. We have placed our

existing home on the market for sale and have received a purchase offerfrom a friend who is also a

consultant doing business with DOTD.

We have not responded to their offer because we were interested in your opinion first.

We have an official appraisal of our home and we intend to sell it at less than its appraised value if we

decide to sell it to these people. Considering the conditions, we would like to know your opinion on -

whether or not there would be a conflict of interest in selling our home to someone who does business

with my organization despite the fact I am not in any position to benefit them financially or to provide

them with opportunities which could be construed as unfair advantage.



ln rendering your opinion please also consider the following:

I have not selected this particular consultant or any other consultants in the past, though t have

evaluated all of them based on their qualification which is provided to us by their proposal.

I have not managed any consultants since my job as a Bridge Engineer in the past 8 years and neither
have I approved any of their invoices for payment during that time.

These people weire oui mutual friends long before they had a job with DOTD.

I have no doubt in my own mind that there is nothing unethical about this trade since everything we do

will be above table and to be sure of that we will take less for our property than its appraised value.

As a veteran professional engineer and someone who has been with DOTD for more than 33 years in

good standing, I would like to leave no doubt that what I am doing is within the ethical bounds of
engineering profession and nothing less. I appreciate your opinion on this matter.

Sincerely Yours,

\' -r-*--""4:---
a_""**,.,n 

Ghara, P.E ,yB.A.



General Item
Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-1003

lLlz0l2009

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a Project Engineer
with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development may submit construction
plans for review and approval to the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
on behalf of the consultant architect for the Town of Jena.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory opinions: 1113A and 1111c(1)(a)

Comments:
FACTS:

Justin Reeves is a Project Engineer with DOTD in the Construction Department for District 58.
Mr. Reeves office is responsible for construction contract administration, which includes project
inspection and all aspects of contract administration during the construction phase. Mr. Reeves
owns a private engineering and land surveying firm. Mr. Reeves has been contacted to provide
professional engineering services and land surveying services by the consultant architect for the
Town of Jena. During Mr. Reeves work on this project, it was determined that improvements
will be constructed in a DOTD right-of-way. As such, the construction documents are required
to be submitted to DOTD for approval and construction permits. The construction documents
are required to be submitted to the Design (which includes Traffic and Permitting) Department
for review and approval. This department is separate from the Construction Department.

LAW:

Section 1113A of the Code prohibits a public servant or a legal entity in which he has a
controlling interest from entering into any contract, subcontract or other transaction that is under
the supervision orjurisdiction ofhis agency.

Section 1 1 11C(1)(a) of the Code prohibits a public employee from receiving any thing of
economic value for any service, the subject matter of which is devoted substantially to the
responsibilities, programs, or operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the
public servant has participated.

ANALYSIS:

Since Mr. Reeves would not be submitting the construction documents to his agency, which is
the Construction Department, but to the Design Department, no prohibition is presented by Mr.
Reeves' request. Further, since the services being render by Mr. Reeves to the consultant
architect/Town of Jena are not substantially related to the responsibilities, programs, or



operations of his agency and in which he has participated, again, no prohibition is presented by
Mr. Reeves request. (TKM)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Mr. Justin B. Reeves, PE
320 Emma Road
Trout, Louisiana 71371

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-1003

Dear Mr. Reeves:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20,:
for an advisory opinion as to whether you are m submitting construction
documents on behalf of the consultant architect/T Louisiana Department
of Transportation and Development's ("DOTD") Design t for District 58 while
yo_u are employed with the Construction Departmel4,.fpr nistriifffi tou stated that you are
a Project Engineer with DOTD in the Cons D,eparrment foffiistrict 58. You stated
that your office is responsible for constru teogtrde-t^ adminii#ation, which includes
project inspection and all aspects of con! ffig the construction phase.
Further, you stated that you own a private engineerit'urther, you stated that you own a private engineering'ffi lauffsurveying firm. You stated
that you have been contacted to provide professional engineering services and land surveying
services by the consultant atctriqcift in" f**n of Je# Duriig your work on rhis proj..t]
it was determined that improvembn[s will he tonstruc#d in a odCo right-of-wuy. Ar sircrr,
the construction documeq{s are required fu be $ubmitted ro DOTb for approval and

its^._ The eonslruction documents are required to be submitted to the Design
(whichi Traffic,and,

rction dod are required to be submitted to the Design
itting) Department for review and approval. You stated that

th i s departrilent4$ pSnarate frgm $,9 C on srruc rion Deparrment.

The Board confSfde$&q"d instnrd-tetiq%e to inform you, that the Code of Governmental
Ethics wouldirtoi p6,dip#, you from providing professional engineering services to the1r" i;d;- .

consultarit architect/Tovffiff$tfrbna nor submitting the construction documents to the DOTD
Design"Department for '6t 58 while you are employed with the DOTD Construction
Deffitment for Distri T Section 1l I lC(1)(a) of the Code prohibits a public employee
frord receiving any t!*ftg of economic value for any service, the subject matter of which is
devobO substantiffio the responsibilities, programs, or operations of the agency of the
pqblig,gervant find in which the public servant has participated. Since the services being
render 

Qy yoh to the consultant architect/Town of Jena are not substantially related to the
respohSibilities, programs, or operations of your agency and in which you have participated,
you are not prohibited from providing professional engineering services to the consultant



Mr. Justin B. Reeves
Date
Ethics Board Docket No. 2009-1003
Page 2

architect/Town of Jena while you are employed with the DorD
for District 58.

Further, Section 1113,{ of the Code prohibits a public

onstruc
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has a controlling interest from entering into any co
is under the supervision or jurisdiction of his agency..,$fnce
construction documents to your agency, that is thd
Design Department, you are not prohibited from su constructl
the DOTD Design Department for District 58 whii employed with the
Construction Department for District 58.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the forth ffiffi'hnges to the facts as
presented may result in a different applicali rsl0ns Code of Ethics. The
Board issues no opinion as to past cond as to Code of Governmental
Ethics. If you have any questions, plm$ co 2-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

Sincerely,

LOUISIA

Tracy K.
For the

ity in which he
tiont
tti

the
ts to

DOTD



Tracy Meyer

From: Justin Reeves
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2OOg 3:39 pM
To: Tracy Meyer
Cc: Ken Mason
Subject: RE: Board Docket No.2009-1003

Ms. Meyer,

The following is the additional information requested below.

(1) Justin B. Reeves, PE, Project Engineer / Engineer 6
LA DorD District 58, construction, Gang 231 - project Engineer's office
The primary function of our office is construction contract administration. Our responsibilities
include project inspection and all aspects of contract administration during the construction phase.

(2) Ken Mason, PE, Assistant District Administrator - Engineering / Engineer g
LA DOTD District 58, Design {includes Traffic and perrnitting)

Please let me know if additional information / clarification is required.

Thanks,
Justin B. Reeves, PE

LA DOTD Jena PE Office
(318) ee2-sees (p)

(3L8)ee2-0380 (f)

From: Tracy Meyer
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2009 2:35 pM

To: Justin Reeves
Subject: Board Docket No. 2009-1003

Mr. Reeves,

The Louisiana Board of Ethics received your request for an advisory opinion regarding your
provision of engineering services to the Town of Jena that will involve approval ny tne LA
DOTD while you are employed with the LA DOTD.

In order for the Board to issue an opinion, additional information is needed:

(1) Please provide the name of the department/section with which you work for LA DOTD.
Please provide your title and a description of your responsibilities and duties as an employee
of the LA DOTD"

(2) Please provide the name of the department/section of the LA DOTD with which you will
be submitting the construction drawings/documents to for review and approval.

Please provide this information as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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DISCLAIMER: The contents of this message are fon lnformatlon punposes only and does
not constitute an advisory opinion of the Boand of Ethics. If you would like to
request an advisory opinlon fnom the Louisiana Board of Ethics, please refer to
htto://www.ethics.state.la.uslBoandProcedures.aspx for information about submitting a
nequest for an advisory opinion.

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COIvIMUNICATION: DO 1'lOT read, copy or disseminate this
comrnunication unless you are the intended necipient. This communication may contain
inforrnation that is pnivileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are on notice that any
unauthonized disclosure, copying distribution, or taking of any action in reliance on
the contents of the electnonically tnansmitted mateni.als is pnohibited. If you have
received this communication in enror, please call us immediately at (225) 2tg-566}
and ask to speak to the sender of the communication. Also, please notify us
immediately via e-mail if you have received this communication in er-ron.
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

P.O. Box 94245
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9245

www.dotd.la.gov
t318t 992-6995

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMFLOYER
A DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE

0? s3 2010

BOBBY JINPAL
GOvEHNoH

October 12,zQQg

WILLIAM O. ANKNEN. Fh.D.
SECRETARY

Louisiana Ethics Administnation Program
Louisiana Board of Ethics
PO Box 4368
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

RE: Request for Advisory Opinion

Dear Board Representative:

I am hereby requesting an advisory opinion coneerning private work. I am employed wrth the LA
Department of Transportation & Development as a Project Engineer; I am also co{wner of a private
engineering and land surveying firm.

Our private firm was recerrtly contacted by a consultant architect for the Town of Jena, LA who
requested that we provide certain professional engineering and land surveying services associated with
proposed sidewalk improvements along US 84 rruithin the corporate limits of the town. As a result of our
work, we discovered that the proposed improvements will be within LA DOTD rightof-way; therefore,
the Town must submit construction documents to LA DOID for approval and construction permits. Both
the consultant architect and Town officials are aware that I am also emploled by LA DOTD. The
consultant architect has indicated that he unuld like to continue using ourfirm to assist in the
development of construction drawings to be submitted to LA DOTD for reviewlapproval.

Please note that while these documents will be submitted to LA DOTD for review and approval, such
review and approval/denial will not be performed by the LA DOTD office/section or chain-of-command in
which ltvork.

In consideration of these facts and given that lam ernployed as a Project Engineerwith LA DOTD,
would my continued involvement with this project through my private firm be considered a conflict of
interest? Please advise. lf further information is required, please do not hesitate to contact me at 818)
?0 1 4358, J usti n. Reeves-fD LA. gov, or i reeves .Jrqfdyahoo. com,

Please return opinion to: Justin B. Reeves, FE
32O Emrna Road
Trout, LA 71371

Thank you,

{*,1:; B. i?,",-{*-
Justin B. Reeves, PE



General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-1011
ru20t2009

RE:

Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether Baton Rouge Police
officers may accept gift certificates from Sullivan's Steak House.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

1111A

Comments:

FACTS:
Charles Dirks, attorney for the Baton Rouge Union of Police, Local 237 states that a few months
ago three officers responded to a 9l I call regarding a house fire. The police officers were the
first to arrive on the scene. The officers entered the home and safely removed three individuals
from the house while it was on fire. The officers were recognized for their actions at a banquet
on October 21,2009. The owner of Sullivan's Steak House has offered to present each of the
officers with a gift certificate for a free meal for two at its restaurant.

ISSUE: May the police offrcers accept the gift certificates? NO

LAW:
Section 1111A(1) prohibits a public employee from receiving anything of economic value other
than their salary and benefits for which they are duly entitled for the performance of their public
duties.

ANALYSIS:
The committee may honor those employees with the "award" of recognition and provide a
luncheon for the employees. However, the giving of gift certificates or other things of economic
value for the performance of the police officer's duties is a violation of Section 1 1 I 1A(1).
(MDD)

Recommendations:

Adopt the proposed advisory opinion.



Date

Charles Dirks
Avant & Falcon
429 Government Street
Baton Rouge, LA70802

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2009-1011

Dear Mr. Dirks:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its November 20, 2009 Board meeting, considered your request
fbr an advisory opinion regarding whether Baton Rouge Police Officers may accept gift certificates
from Sullivan's Steak House. You stated that a few months ago, three officers responded to a 9l I
call regarding a house fire. The police officers were the first to arrive on the scene. The officers
entered the home and safely removed three individuals from the house while it was on fire. The
officers were recognized fortheir actions at a banquet on October21,2009. The owner of Sullivan's
Steak House has offered to present each of the officers with a gift certificate for a free meal for two
at its restaurant.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to advise you, that the Code of Governmental Ethics would
prohibit the Baton Rouge Police Officers from accepting the gift certificates. Section I I I I A(l)
prohibits a public employee from receiving anything of economic value other than the salary and
benefits for which they are duly entitled for the performance of their public duties. Although there
is no violation of the Code if the officers are honored with the o'award" of recognition and provided
with a luncheon for their services, the giving of gift certificates or other things of economic value
for the performance of the police officer's duties is a violation of Section I I 1 1A( I ).

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board
issues no opinion as to past conduct or laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. If you
have any questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Sincerelyo
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Michael Dupree
For the Board
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Frank Simoneaux. Chairman
Louisiana Board of Ethics
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Re:

Dear Sirs:
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Advisory Opinion Concerning Baton Rouge Police Officers

This office represents that Baton Rouge Union of Police, Local 237. Its members
consist of full time, active duty officers employed in a law enforcement capacity with the
Baton Rouge Police Department. Recently three of our members requested that I seek an
advisory opinion from your office relative whether or not certain conduct may violate the
ethics laws governing public employees.

A few months ago, the three officers in question responded to a 911 call regarding
a house fire. The officers were the first persons to arrive on the scene. They entered the
home and safely removed three individuals from same while it was on fire. The officers
received commendations for their actions.

The officers will be recognized for their actions, along with several firefighters, at
a banquet to be held on October 21,2009. Last week the owner of Sullivan's Steak
House contacied tire Baton Rouge Union Of Police, Local 237, advising that it vrould
like to present each of the officers with a "gift certificate" for a free meal for two people
at its restaurant as part of the award. Our client is concerned that if these officers, or any
other police officer for that matter, accept a gift certificate from a private business that
said actions may cause the officer to violate state ethics laws.

On behalf of my client and its members, I request an advisory opinion from the
Board of Ethics as to whether or not the described conduct would violate any ethics laws
of the State of Louisiana. The awards oeremony in question will occur on October2l,
2009. If possible, please provide us with an advisory opinion prior to said date. It would
be greatly appreciated. If you need any other information from me, my client or its
members regarding this matter, do not hesitate to contact.



Yours truly,

CLD/bac



General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-1039
1U20t2009

RE:

Consideration of a request of certification of training for a member of the House of
Representatives.

Relevant Statutory Provisionsn Advisory Opinions:

IITOA

Comments:

Alfred Speer, Clerk of the House of Representatives, certfies that Rep. Nick Lorusso received
one and a half hours of training on the Code of Governmental Ethics on September 17,2009 and
that Rep. Ledricka Thierry received one and a half hours of training of October 14,2009. The
training was provided by Alfred Speer and Patricia Lowrey-Dufour, ethics liaisons for the House
of Representatives. Pursuant to Section 1170A of the Code, members of the legislature are

required to receive one hour of training annually on the Code of Governmental Ethics. (CDJ)

Recommendations:

Certiff and approve the training for Rep. Lorusso and Rep. Thierry
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Mr. Frank Simoneaux, Chailman
LA Board of Ethics
P. O. Box 4368
tsaton Rouge, Louisiana 7A821
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October 16,2009
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VIA: E-mail& tiSPS

Ite: Continuing tsducation of Itepresentatives under 42 ll70A

f)ear Mr. Siimoneaux:

R.S. 42:1170A rcquires cach member of thc l{ousc of Reprcsentatives receive a
minimum of one hour of education and training on the Code o.t Governmental Ethics
during the every yeal of their term of office.

September 17tl' of this year I presented a one and one-half hour eclucation and training
session on the code of Governmental Ethics to Rep. Nicholas Lorusso.

Octotrer 14th 01'this year, Ms. Patricia l,owrey-Dutbur and I presented a one and one-
half hour education and training session on the Code crf Govenunental Ethics to Rep.
I.edricka Thieny.

I hereby cerliS the named members of the LA House of Representatives attended a
tlne and one-half hour training session on the Code nf (iovernmental Ethics presented by
Mr. Alfred W. Speer and Ms, Patricia Lowrey-Dulbur. These named Representatives
should be credited with satisfying their R.S. 42:I170A eclucation ancl training
requirements for 2009,

Sincerely yours;

Speaker Jim'I'ucker
Rep. Nicholas Lorusso
Rep. Leclricka'Ihieuy

t,v.
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