
Louisiana Board of Ethics

LaSalle Building - First Floor
617 North 3"d Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

January 15,20t0

GENERAL
SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA

Note: Meetings begin on Janaary 14, 2010 and continue to January 15, 2010.

G29. Docket No. 09-908
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether Brian
Fairburn, the former Director of Office of Emergency Preparedness,

Livingston Parish, may be involved in a contract between his new employer
and his former agency.

G30. Docket No. 10-007
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether Howard
Stewart, who is the son of a Sabine Parish School Board member can accept
employment as a teacher with a school with the Sabine Parish School Board.

G31. Docket No. 10-008
Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a
violation of the Code would result if Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Government selects and contracts with a developer to build a housing
development when Mr. Barry Blackwell, former Parish Manager, is a 50Yo

owner of the proposed development site.

G32. Docket No. 10-034
Consideration of a request for a advisory opinion concerning whether a staff
member of the National Association of Charter Authorizers (NACSA) may
participate as a member of an evaluation team making recommendations to
the Department of Education pursuant to a contract between NAC SA and the
Department of Education.

G33. Discussion of Recommendations for Proposed Legislation Regarding the
Laws Administered by the Board of Ethics.
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General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2009-908
0r/15t2010

RE:

Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the former Director of
Office of Emergency Preparedness, Livingston Parish, may be involved in a contract between his
new employer and his former agency.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions:

ll02(2)(a), I I 02(3), I r2l A

Comments:

Facts: Brian Fairburn was the director the Office of Emergency Preparedness for Livingston
Parish. Mr. Fairburn was terminated, and upon termination, submitied a letter of resignation.
Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC, has a contract with the Parish of Livingston to monitor debris
clean up. Brian Fairburn was the manager of this project. After Mr. Fairbum's termination, he
was hired by Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC.

Issues: May Brian Fairburn be involved with the project with Livingston Parish over which he
had direction? After what time frame may Mr. Fairburn participate in projects with the
Livingston Parish?

Rule: Section I l2lA provides that no former agency head shall, for a period of two years
following the termination of his public service as the head of such agency, assist anotirer person,
for compensation, in a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction,
involving that agency or render any service on a contractual basis to or for such agency. Section
ll02(2)(a) defines "agency" as the department, office, division, agency, commission, board or
committee, or other organizational unit of a governmental entity. Also, Section I102(3) defines
an "agency head" as the chief executive or administrative officer of an agency.

AnalysisiConclusion: Mr. Fairbum served as Director of the Office of Emergency Preparedness
(OEP) for the Parish of Livingston. His agency was the OEP, and as Director he is considered
the agency head. His designation as an agency head precludes him from rendering assisting to
another for compensation in a transaction or appearance before the OEP for a period of two
years. He is also precluded from rendering any service on a contractual basis to OEP for two
years.

(DLG)
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Recommendations:

Adopt proposed advisory opinion.
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Date

Layton Ricks
P.O. Box I173
Denham Springs, LA 70727

RE: Board Docket No.2009-908

Dear Mr. Ricks,

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its January I 5, 20 I 0 meeting, considered your request for
an advisory opinion regarding whether Mr. Brian Fairburn, former director of Livingslon Parish' s
Office of Emergency Preparedness (OEP), may be involved in a project between your company
(Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC) and Livingston Parish. :Ybu stated.that Brian Fairbpfn was the
director the Offrce of Emergency Preparedness for Livingston Parish. and that Mr. Fairburn was
terminated, and upon termination, he submitted a letter of resigpation. You also stated that Alvin
Fairburn & Associates, LLC, has a contract with the Parish of Livingston to monitor debris clean up.
Brian Fairburn was the manager of this project. You f-urthEr stated After Mr. Fairburnls termination,
he was hired by Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LtC; .,- . r ,. 't ,,",, '. 

.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, tfrut tn#;r.nourJental Ethics would
prohibit Mr. Fairburn from working on the debris monitoringproject. Sec-tion ll2lA provides that
no former agency head shall, for a period oft*o years following the termination of his public service
as the head of such agency, assist another person, for compensation, in a transaction, or in an
appearance in connection with'a tfAnsaction, involving that; agency or render any service on a
contractual basis to or for such agency. Section I102(2)(a)'defines "agency" as the department,
office, division, agency, commission, board or committee, or other organizational unit of a
governmental entity. Also, Section lt02(3) defines an "agency head" as the chief executive or
administrative officer of an agency. As IW. fairbq4 served as Director ofthe Office of Emergency
Preparedness (OEP) for the Parish of Livingston, his agency was the OEP. As Director he was
considered the'agency head. His designation as an agency head precludes him from rendering
assisting anqther for compensation in any transaction or appearance before the OEP for a period of
two year,s. Heris also precluded ftom rendering any service on a contractual basis to OEP for two
years.

This advisory opiniorr is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts presented
may result in a di.iferent application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board issues no
opinion as to past ecadtret-''or laws other than Code of Governmental Ethics. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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Deidra L. Godfrey
For the Board
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Mark S. Riley
State Coordinating Officer
State of Louisiana
415 North 15ft Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

RE: Livingston Parish Debris Management plan
FEI{A- 1 78 6/ r7gz-DF.-LA; FIpS# 063-99063-00

Dear Mr. Riley:

The purpose of this letter is to approve the Livingston Parish debris management plan, therefore
allowing the Parish to participate in the Increased Federal Share Incentive-component of the public
Assistance (PA) Pilot Program.

!-o,{r, for an Applicant to qualifi for an additional five percent Federal cost share under the pA
Pilot Program, the Applicant mirst have adopted a debris management plan prior to the disaster
declaration that satisfies FEMA's debris management plan critJria. adaitionally, the Applicant must
have pre-qualified two or more debris and wreikage contractors before the date of declaration of the
major disaster. An Applicant may submit the debris management plan to FEMA for approval either
prior to the disaster declaration or once the disaster is declired. The approval of a debris
management plan is b*"_d on satis$ing the thirteen criteria listed in Ui" pa pilot program's
Increased Federal Share Incentive Checklist (attached), as included nthe public Assistance pilot
Program Guidance (FEMA 598, June 2007).

FEMA has reviewed the debris management plan submitted by Livingston parish and determined
that the Parish plan meets the criteria outlined on the attached checkl[t. Livingston parish is eligible
for an additional five percent Federal cost share under the Increased Federal Share component ofthe
PA Pilot Program.

Please note that the Parish may also be eligible to participate in the other tluee components of the pA
Pilot Program. Additional guidance on the PA Pilot Program is available in FEMA 59g and at
http ://www. fema. gov/government/pol icly/paoilot.shan.

U.S. Deparmeot of Homeland Sccurity
FEMA Louisiana Transitional Recovery Office
DR-t786n792
1250 Poydras Sfee! Box ft43
New Orleans, Louisiana 70113
(504) 762-2018 officc

Transitional Recovery Offrce
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o
Public Assistance Pilot Program
Increased Federal Shars Incentive Checklist

FEMA

Applicant LivinestonParish
FEN{A- I 786DR-LA and FEIYIA- t7 y2-LA

Yes No

ln
Debris Manasement Plan

Does the plan outline the roles and responsibilities of the various functions identified
@ublic Works, Finance, and Solid Waste Deparfinents, etc.)?

Does the plan address health and safety procedures in accordance with State/Local heatth and
safety standardVrequirements?

Does the plan identify procedures for acquiring required regulatory permits?

Does the plan address the basis for planning which include assumptions for various events
and foreca.sting/modeling for debris volumes?

Does the plan include priorities for the clearance, collection, and disposal of debris?

Does the plan address recycling?

Is there a process for the collection and disposal of hazardous waste and/or white goods?

Does the plan address debris monitoring of the pickup sites, Debris Management Sites (DMS)
or Temporary Debris storage and Reduction sites (TDSR) and final disposal?

Does the plan identiff DMS' or TDSRs' and potential landfills for final disposal to include
operation and site management procedures and staffrng?

Does the plan address the environmental requirements?

Does the plan address contracting/procurement procedures?

Does the plan address the authority and processes for private property debris removal?

Does the plan address the dissemination of information to the general public and media?

List of Pre-qualilied contractors

Does the applicant have a list of pre-qualified contractors?

Does the applicant have documentation demonstrating how the list was obtained?

Approved X Disapproved

Signature Date
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Livingston Parish, Louisiana

Disaster Debris Management plan

Barowka & Bonura
Engineers & Consultants, LLC

November 2008
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q
Section 1

Introduction

This document will define roles, responsibilities, and procedures and provide guidance
for development and implementation of all elements involved in managing debris
removal operations.

The purpose of this document is to define procedures/guidance for decision-makers to
manage debris removal operations. This document shatl serve to facilitate and coordinate
the management of debris following a disaster in order to mitigate against any potential
threat to the health, safety, and welfarc of the impacted citizens, expedite recovery efforts
in the impacted area, and address any threat of significant damage to improved public or
private property.

BBEC
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Secti on 2
Roles and Res nsibilities

The Livingston Parish Oflice of Emergency Preparedness (OEP) and thc Department of
Public Works (DPW) are responsible for the debris removal function. The OEp and DpW
will work in conjunction with designated support agencies, utility companies, waste
management firms, and trucking companies, to facilitate the debris clearance, collection,
reduction, and disposal needs following a disaster. The OEP and DpW administer the
contract for removing debris from the public right-of-way. Only when pre-approved, and
it is deemed in the pubtic interes! witl Livingston Parish have its debris contractor
remove debris from private property. The DPW will stage equipment in strategic
locations locally as well as regionaily, if necessary, to protect the equipment from
damage and to allow for the clearing crews to begin work immediately after the disaster.

Due to the magnitude and the widespread destruction and displacement of citizens from
natural disasters such as hurricanes, the OEP and DPW do not have thc staff, equipment,
and funds to respond to the debris removal and disposition effort in the short-term, as
well as the long-term. For this reason, Livingston Parish depends on outside resources to
assist in the debris removal function for any federally declared disaster event. Because of
the limited quantity of resources and service commitments following the disaster, the
Parish will be relying heavily on private contractors to remove, collect, and manage
debris for reuse, resource recovery, reduction, and disposal. Using private contractors
instead of government workers in debris removal activities has a number of benefits. It
shifts the burden of conducting the work from the Parish's limited staff to the private
sector, and frees up government personnel to devote more time to their regularly assigned
duties- Private contracting also stimulates local, regional, and State economies impacted
by the storm, as well as maximizes State and local governments'level of financial
assistance from the Federal government. Private conhacting allows the State and its
political subdivisions to more closely tailor their contract services to their specific needs.
The entire process (i.e., clearance, collection, transporting, reduction, disposal, etc.) or
segments of the process can be contracted out.

Due to the Parish's limited resources, the Parish Administration is relying on Federal and
State agencies to play critical roles in the in the process. Each level of government will
work together to fulfill their obligations in the funding, removal, collection and
management of the debris and other waste materials.

BBEC
PAGE 2. I
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Sectlon 2 - Roles and Responsibilities

2.1 FEDERAL

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has the lead for the Federal
response to federally declared disasters. FEMA is the financial and approval lead for all
mission tasks. Other federal agencies that are invested with varying authorities for debris
management activities include thc U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the U.S.
Army corps of Engineers (usAcE), the Federal Highway Administration, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the u.S. coast Guard (uscc), and the
Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and Transportation. The Robert T. Stafford
Emergency Relief and Disaster Assistance Act (PL 03-288, as amended and referred to
the Stafford Act) is the federal legislation that created a national program for disaster
preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. This Act constitutes the statutory
authority for most federal disaster response activities, especially as they pertain to FEMA
and FEMA programs.

2.2 STATE

The two major roles of the State of Louisiana in the debris management process are the
interface between the Parish and FEMe, and the approval of solid waste storage,
processing, reduction and/or disposal sites in the State. As the coordinator with FEMA,
the State has a major role in defining the scope of the recovery effort. As the permitting
agency, the State has the major oversight in the debris management and planning. The
State has developed Comprehensive Planfor Disaster Clean-Up and Debris Management
(July 2006) that is attached to this document (Appendix A) to provide guidance to locat
government with information on hurricane debris management within the scope of
effective environmental management.

2.3 PARISH

The Parish has a critical role in the debris management process. The Parish initiates the
public assistance request through the State to FEMA. No action may begin without an
official public assistance request. In the debris removal and disposal process, the Parish
is responsible for identiSing landfills, temporary debris staging and reduction sites

, (TDSRS) and any other methodology for the final destination of the debris. The Parish is
also responsible for providing the Rights of Entry (ROE), as may be required for the
removal and disposal of debris and other waste materials. The Parish also is responsible
for prioritizing areas for debris removal.

EBEC PAGE 2.2
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Section 2 - Roles and Responsibilities

2.3.1 Parish Staff Development and Responsibilities

Livingston Parish (Applicant) is responsible for developing a debris management plan
and selecting a "Debris Manager" to supervise a "Debris Management Staff'. The OEp
Director serves as the Debris Manager and the DPW Director serves as thc Deputy Debris
Manager. The Debris Management Staffshalt be comprised of personnel to perform:

l. Administration: The Parish President,s Office and Staff
Function: Housekeeping, supplies, equipment, funding, accounting.

2. Contracting and Procurement: OEp and DpW
Function: Bidding requirements, forms, advertisements for bids,

instructions to bidders, contract development.

3. Legal: Parish Attorney
Function: contract review, right of entry permits, community riability,

condemnation of buildings, land acquisition for temporary
staging and reduction sites, land acquisition for disposal
sites, insurance.

4. Operations: OEP and DpW
Function: supervision of government and contract resources and

overall project management.

5. Engineering: OEP and DpW
Function: Detailed damage assessment, identification of project tasks,

assignment of tasks, preparation of estimates, plans, and
specifications, recommendation of contract award.

6. Public lnformation Officer: OEp and DpW
Function: Coordinate press releases, contacts with local organizations,

individuals, and media; public notices for debris
removal and disposal contracts.

The staff shall coordinate with all State and Federal agencies responsible for disaster
response and recovery operations.

BBEC PAGE 2.3

January 2010 General Supplemental Page 14 of 49



Section2-Rolesand nsibilities

2.3.2 Organizafion

The purpose of this section is to provide a structured approach to debris removal
operations using the Incident Command System. n . Jeuris-generating event, the staffis
notified according to local procedures which include a designated time to retum
following the event. The size of the debris management operations is dependent upon the
magnitude of the disaster as well as the geographic size of the area. The key staff
positions are either designated in the oEP or are appointed by the Debris Manager.

2.3.2.1 Debris Manager
The Debris Manager (oEP Director) has overall responsibility for the operations,
planning, logistics, and financing of the debris r"n"g"r"nt activities. The Deputy Debris
Manager (DPw Director) works with the Debris Manager to ensure that the roles of the
Debris Manager are furfiiled in a timery and eflicient manner.

2.3.2.2 Public Information
-The oEP Director serves as the Public Information Officer by directing his staffto
disseminate information and guidance to the pubtic regardini debris management
activities' The public information officer's duties include development of informational
bulletins, hotline responses, radio and television announcements, handbills or door
hangers, and newspaper notices. Both the OEP and DPW's phone lines serve as hotlines
for residents following a debris-generating event.

Typical information provided to help expedite the cteanup process includes:r Segregating hazardous waste.
o Placing debris at the curbside.

' Keeping debris pires away from fire hydrants and varves.r Reporting illegal dumping.
o Segregatingrecyclablematerials.

Through OEP's Public Information function, the Public is kept informed on debris
removal activities, such as:

o Debris pick-up schedules.
o Location of TDSR sites.

' Disposal methods and compliance with Environmental protection Agency
Regulations.

r Restrictions and penalties for illegal dumps.

BBEC
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Section 2 - Roles and Res ibilities

2.3.2.3 Contracting and procurement

The DPW works with the Parish's Purchasing Department to perform contract and
procunement related duties which include but are not limited to:

o Setting bidding requirements.
o Developing forms.
o Advertising for bids.
r Instructing bidders.
o Developingcontracts.
o Documenting all costs for debris removal activities.

2.3.2.4 Legal
The Legal Department responsibilities include but arc not limited to:

o Developing and reviewing all contracts.
o Securing all authorizations necessary for debris removal activities.
o Ensuring compliance with all environmental and historical preservation

lawVregu lations/po l ic i es.
o Revieiving rights-bf-entry and hold harmtess agreements.
o Reviewing private property insurance information and other assets to ensure

benefits and resources are fully utilized.

2.3.2.5 Operations
The DPW takes the tead role in managing the assets to imptement this plan based on
direction from the Debris Manager. The DPW Director will work with other agencies to
coordinate resources for debris removal activities. The operations section includes the
Department of Public Works and contracted services.

Department of Public works roles include but are not limited ro:
. Implementing the debris management plan.
. Deploying supplies and tracking of equipment and personnel.
o Estimating supplies needed.
r Developing debris removal priorities.
o Developing strategies for debris removal.
. Operating debris reduction sites.
I Ensuring all debris is transported to the appropriate TDSR sites or regulated waste

facility.

Contracted roles include but are not limited to:
o Removing debris from public property.
r Removing debris from private property, if applicable.
o Transporting debris to TDSR sites.

BBEC PAGE 2.5
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c
Section 2 - Roles and Res ibilitles

. Managing and monitoring operations at the TDSR sites.
o Operating debris reduction sites.
o Ensuring all debris is transported to the appropriate TDSR sites or regulated waste

facility.

2.3.2.6 Engineering

The DPW and OEP perform typical Engineering Department responsibitities that include
but are not limited to:

o Conducting debris assessments.
r Developing cost estimates and scopes of work for public employees and

contractors.
o Evaluating options for recycring/reducing/disposing debris.
o Evaluating/selecting locations for TDSR's.

The OEP performs Environmental Compliance related tasks that may include but not
limited to:

. coordinating with state and Federal agencies, such as EpA, LDEe, and the
Louisiana Historic Preservation Office to ensure compliance with environmental
and historic preservation lawVregulations/policies.

o Determining environmental monitoring and reporting requirements for TDSR's.
Maintaining records for historical purposes.

2.3.2,7 Finance
The finance section is responsible for making sure funds are available for equipment,
supplies, and all other expenses. For a specific debris-generating event, the parish will
designate a finance officer from either the DPW or Finance Depanment to oversee all
financial issues resulting from debris management activities.

other Finance Department staffduties include but are not limited to:

Keeping records of financial transactions for reimbursement of debris removal
activities.

Funding of debris removal activities.

2.3.3 Emergency Communications plan

Livingston Parish's Emergency Communications Ptan is described in the Emergency
Operations Plan contained in Appendix B.

BBEC
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Section2-Rolesand sibilities

2.3.4 Health and Safety plan and procedures

Livingston Parish's Health and Safety Plan and procedures are described in the Health
and Safety Plan contained in Appendix C.

2.3.5 Training Schedule
Livingston Parish conducts their emergency preparedness training annually as part of a
regional consortium of eight Louisiana parishes that reviews response and recovery plans
based on a simulated major disaster event. As part if this training, Livingston parish
injects its own locally based scenarios for inclusion in the training.

Livingston Parish also attends a monthly Louisiana Emergency Planning Committee
Meeting. The Livingston Parish representatives at the meeting include the OEP Director
and two representatives for the DPW. Other attendees include representatives from the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), the American Red Cross, as
well as representatives from other municipalities across the state.

BBEC PAGE 2.7
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Appendix E -
!ryreqsed Federar share Incentive Gheckrist

P-".ie-cl
Appficant L.utl,astcu IAA,sI pA ID

Point of Contact

DR-

No

Phone Number

Debris l\{anasement ptan

Does the plan outline the roles and responsibilities of the various functions identified
(Public Works, Finance, and Solid Waste Departments, etc.)?

Does the plan address health and safety procedures in accordance with State/Local health
and safety standards/requirements?

Does tlre plan identifi, procedures tbr acquiring recJuired r.cgulator.v pernrits,T

Does the ptan address ttre basis for planning u,hictr include assumptions lbr yarious
events and forecristing/modeling for debris volumes?

Does the plan include priorities for the clearance, collection, and disposal of debris?

Does the plan address recl.cling?

ls there a process for the collection and disposal of hazardous waste and/or white goods?

Does 0re plan address debris monitoring of the pickup sites, Debris Management Sites
(DMS) or Temporary Debris Storage and Reduction Sitcs (TDSR) and final disposal?

PoT -ft" 
plan identify DMs' or TDSRs' and potential landfills for final disposal to

include operation and site management p*"rdur., and staffing?
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I Does the plan address the environmentarrequirements?

" D ' Does the plan addrcss cohtracting/procuremefttprocedrites? , *1$:r.,,., .*, . ,. . . ,

! Does the plan address the authority and processes for priJate property debris removal?

Appendix E
Public Assistance Pilot program - Increased Federal share lncentive checklist
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l- g t N 6sfo,\) PtP't"l D A?

Does thc plan address the dissemination of information to the general public and media?

Does the applicant have a list of pre-qualified contractors?

Does the applicant have docunrentation demonstrating horv the list was obtained?

'l iL. -'5cJ

D6
/

T"( z

Approved Disapproved

"..r. I
Signature
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Section 3
Situation and Assum

3.1 SITUATION

Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes and flooding precipitate a variety of
debris that includes, but is not limited to, such things as trees and other vegetative
organic matter, building / construction material, appliances, personal property, mud and
sediment.

The quantity and type of debris generated from any particular disasrcr will be a function
of the location and kind of event experienced, as well as its magnitude, duration and

intensity. This plan is based on the debris generating capacity of a Category 3 Hurricane
with sustained wind speeds up to 130 miles per hour and heavy rainfall.

A Category 3 Hurricane will cause extensive damage to large trees and shrubs in
addition to substantial structural damage to homes and commercial property. Mobile
homes will be destroyed.

The quantity and type of debris generated, its location, and the size of the area over
which it is dispersed will have a direct impact on the type.of removal and disposal
methods utilized to address the debris problem, associated costs incurred, and how
quickly the problem can be addressed.

3.2 ASSUMPTIONS

A major natural disaster that requires the removal of debris from public or private
lands and waters could occur at any time.

The amount of debris resulting from a major natural disaster probably will exceed

the Parish's removal and disposal capabilities.

The Parish will contract for additional resources to assist in the debris removal,
reduction, and disposal process.

The Governor will declare a State of Emergency that will authorize State resources

to assist in removaland disposal of debris.

5. The Governor will request a Presidential Disaster Declaration, if the disaster
exceeds both local and State resources.

l.

2.

3.

4.

BBEC PAGE 3. I
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Section 3 - Situation and Assumptions

3.3 DESIGN DISASTER EVENT

Debris quantities are estimated using the following procedure:

The formula for estimating debris quantity is: GH(CXV)(BXS)

H (Households;=poputu,ior/3 (3 persons per household)

C (Category of Storm)=Factor (See table below)

V (Vegetation Multiplier)= Factor (See table below)

B (Commercial Density Multiplier)= Factor (See table below)

S (Precipitation Multiplier)= Factor (See table below)

Hurricane Category Value of "C" Factor

| 2CY
2 8CY
3 26CY
4 50CY
5 80CY

Vegetative Cover
Light

Medium
Heavy

Precipitation
None to Light
Medium to Heavy

Value of "V" Multiplier

1.3

1.5

Value of "S" Multiplier
1.0

1.3

Commercial Density Value of "B" Multiplier
Light 1.0

Medium 1.2

Heavy 1.3

Once the amount of debris has been estimated, the Parish will require temporary storage

sites the size of which can be determined by taking the following factors into

consideration:

l. The debris pile shall be stacked to a height of no more than l0 feet.

2. 60% usage of the land area will be devoted to roads, safety buffers, burn

pits, househotd hazardous waste, etc.

BBEC PAGE 3.2
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O
ituation andSection 3 - S Assumptions

3. l0 foot stack height = 3.33 yards

4. I acre = 4,840 square yards (sy)

5. Total volume per acre = 4,840 sy/ac x 3.33y = 16,133 cylac.

Using the above assumptions, the estimate of total debris from any hurricane will be

within 30% plus or minus of the actual amount of debris accumulated. Given the location

of Livingston Parish with respect to the coast, the Parish estimates that its largest debris

generating event would be a Category 3 hurricane. Therefore, under the worst sc€nario,

a. 8., a Category 3 hurricane, heavy vegetation cover, medium commercial density, and

heavy precipitation, the amount of acres needed for a temporary landfillis 626 acres.

The calculation (assuming Livingston Parish's population of 300,000) is as follows:

Q = H(C)(VXBXS)

Q= 100,000x26x l.5x l.2x 1.3

Q = 6,084,000 cy of debris.

6,084,000 (cy ofdebris / 16,133 (cylac) : 377 acres ofdebris.
2,095 acres x 1.66 (607o more area needed for roads, etc.) : 626 acres.

3.4 FORECASTED DEBRIS

3.4.1 Forecasted Types

To facilitate the debris management process, debris will be segregated by type. It is
recommended that the categories of debris established for recovery operations be

standardized. The Parish will adopt the categories established for recovery operations by

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) following Hurricane Andrew. Debris

removed will consist of two broad categories (clean) wood debris and construction and

demolition debris. Most common hurricane-generated debris will consist of 30% clean

woody material and70%o C&D. Of the T0Yomixed C&D, it is estimated42Yo will be

burnable but require sorting, 5% will be soil, l5% will be metals, and3SYo landfill.

Definition of classifications of debris are as follows:

Burnable Materials: Burnable materials will be of two types with separate burn

locations:

Burnable Debris: Burnable debris includes, but is not limited to, damaged and disturbed

trees; bushes and shrubs; broken, partially broken, and severed tree limbs and bushes.

BBEC PAGE3-3
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Section 3 - Situation and Assumptions

Burnable debris consists predominately of trees and vegetation. Burnable debris does not

include garbage or construction and demolition material debris.

Burnable Construction Debris: Burnable construction and demolition debris consists of
non-creosote structural timber, wood products, and other materials designated by the

coordinating agency representative.

Non-burnable Debris: Non-burnable construction and demolition debris includes, but is

not limited to, creosote timber, plastic, glass, rubber and metal products, sheet rock,

roofing shingles, carpet, tires, and other materials as may be designated by the

coordinating agency. Garbage will be considered non-burnable debris.

Stumps: Stumps will be considered tree remnants exceeding 24 inches in diameter; but

no taller than l8 inches above grade, to include the stump ball. Any questionable stumps

shall be referred to the designated coordinating agency representative for determination

of its disposition.

Ineligible Debris: lneligible debris to remain in place includes, but is not limited to,

chemicals, petroleum products, paint products, asbestos, and power transformers.

Any material that is found to be classified as hazardous or toxic waste (HTW) shall be

reported immediately to the designated coordinating agency representative. At the

coordinating agency representative's direction, this material shall be segregated from the

remaining debris in such a way as to allow the remaining debris to be loaded and

transported. Standing broken utility poles, damaged and downed utility poles and

appurtenances, transformers and other electrical material will be reported to the

appropriate utility(ies). Emergency workers shall exercise due caution with existing

overhead and underground utilities and above ground appurtenances, and advise the

appropriate authorities of any situation that poses a health or safety risk to workers on site

or to the general population.

3.4.2 Forecasted Locations

The locations of debris can be forecasted to some extent based on topography and land

use. The southern portion of Livingston Parish is adjacent to Lake Maurepas and is

subject to flooding during a wind and rain event. For this reason, it is estimated that

C&D and rnixed debris associated with flood damage may be prevalent in southern

Livingston Parish. Flood damage is not anticipated to occur in the portion of the Parish

that is north of lnterstate 12.

BBEG PAGE 3 - 'l
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The most densely populated portion of the Parish is the northwest quadrant where the
municipalities of Denham Springs and Walker are located. This area are anticipated to
have a relatively high proportion of C&D and mixed debris associated with wind damage
in populated areas than other areas of the Parish. The debris in the remainder of the
Parish is anticipated to be predominantly woody debris that would be associated with a
wind event. The wooded areas in the southern portion ofthe Parish consist primarily of
cypress whereas pine trees and hardwoods predominate in the northern portion.

The relative debris amounts per area arc dependent on the path of the storm and wind
field. A storm tracking to the east of the Parish will affect different areas and generate
much different quantities than a storm to thc west side. Generally, storms that pass on the
west side of the Parish will have a more devastating effect than those passing to the east.
The extend of flood damage is largely dependent on how the winds push water into and
over the banks of Lake Maurepas, the speed of the stonn (the slower, the tendency for
more flooding), and the amount of rain generated by the stonn as it passes through.

BBEC PAGE 3.5
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General Item

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2010-007
0lll,5l20l0

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether the son of a Sabine
Parish School Board member can accept employment as a teacher with a school with the Sabine
Parish School Board.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: 11198(2)(a);2003-718,2003-624 artd
2002-444

Comments:

FACTS:

Harold Stewart holds a teaching certificate, issued by the Louisiana Department of Education, in
the areas of Health and Physical Education. Presently, there is a teacher opening atZwolle
Elementary for a special education teacher. Zwolle Elementary is under the Sabine Parish School
Board. Mr. Stewart's father is a member of the Sabine Parish School Board. The school board is
conducting interviews this week for the special education teaching position.

ISSUE: Whether Section 11198 of the Code would prohibit Mr. Stewart's employment with
ZwoILe Elementary as a special education teacher while his father seryes on the school board?

LAW:

Section 1119B(2)(a)(i) of the Code permits the school board to employ an immediate family
member of a school board member, provided the family member is certified to teach and teaching
in a classroom.

Past opinions, see 2003-718,2003-624, and2002-444,have stated that the immediate family
member, in addition to being certified; should teach within their certification.

ANALYSIS:

Section 1119B(2) of the Code would not prohibit Mr. Stewart from accepting a teaching position
atZwolle Elementary as a special education teacher while his father serves as a member of the
school board as long as his certification includes special education. (TKM)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its January lS,2A
an advisory opinion as to whether you may accept a
School as a special education teacher while vour father
Board. You stated that you hold a teaching lertificatdi
of Education in the areas of health and phvsicaL ed
ElementarySchool is located in the Sabine piriid Sc*fuf

Date

Mr. Harold G. Stewart
2005 Mill Pond Lane
Zw olle, Louisiana 7 1486

Re: Ethics Board Docket No.2010-007

Dear Mr. Stewart:

your father is a member of the Sabine pari

1119B(2XaXi) of the Code
ofasc
acl
in the

Tracy K. Meyer
For the Board

The Board concluded, and instructedli,He to id
Ethics would not prohibil Vgy. frorn$ccept@
Zw olle E lementary S c h o o I wh i le rcrwiather:#rves as
Board as long as your teaching c*tificati#ncludes,

the Sabine Parish School
r by thql-ouisi ana Department

stated that Zwolle
Board You also stated that

Code of Governmental
ucation teacher position with

ber of the Sabine Parish School
area of special education. Section

thel
employ an immediate family member
er is certified to teach and teaching in

stentl the family member must also be teaching
certification.
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January 4,2010

Re: Harold Gabriel Stewart

To Whom It May Concern:

My nrone is Harold Gabricl Stewart and I just recently got an out of state certificate to
teach from the La. State Oegartnent of Education which is gmd for 3 yers, My
certificdion is in Health and PE. At the present time tbere is ajob 

"p"i"g 
in Sabine

Padsh atZwolle Elernentaryteaching Special &lucation- The iroblimtli't f anr having
is that my father is school board mernber in Sabine Parish for Ebrb High School The
Sabine Pilish Sdtool Bord is in the pnrc€ss of interviewing this weekior the position I
arn requesting an advisory opinion ilr soon as possible.

Parties involved, in this sinradon includ€ myselq Harold Ste\ilart (Sabine parish School
Bofid Member'Ebarb High School), Sabine Parish School Board strpervisor Shmon
Dewitt If I am approved I woutd like a letter to be faxed to Sabine Farisn School Board,
Attn: SharonDewit at (318) 2j6-0105.

Thank you,

-fl:1 ,,,j*f'&t,-u\{:.ffi
Harold Gabriel Steuart
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@ zoo3-7ry
Created By: Margarer Sabadie on 10/10/2003 at 02:03 pM
Category: Ethics Advisory Opinions
Caption:

October 10,2003

Mr. Lee A. McDowell, Member
LaSalle Parish School Board
140 |eanell Lane
Trout, LA7l371

Re: Ethics Board Docket No.2003-71g

Dear Mr. McDowell:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its October 9,2003 meeting, considered your request
for an advisory opinion concerning whether your wife tt uyl" employed as a subititute
teacher by the LaSalle Parish School Board while yo.r serne ur u r.hool board member.
You stated that your wife is a retired certified teacher and that she would only teach
within her area of certification.

The Board concluded and instructed me to inform you that the Code of Governmental
Ethics does not prohibit your wife from being empioyed by the LaSalle Parish School
Board as a substitute teacher since she is certifiedlnd will only be teaching within her
area of certification. Generally, Section 11198(1) prohibits an immediate family member
of a member of a governing authority from being employed by the governmental entity.
However, Section 1119B(2)(a)(i) of the Code prorrideJanexceptior, *hi.h allows for the
immediate family member of a school board member to be employed by the school
district if she is certified to teach and teaching within that area of certifilation.
Therefore, the employment of your wife as aiubstitute teacher is permissible.

The Board issues no opinion as to laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. If
you have any questions, please contact me at (800) 342-5630 or (225) 763-8777.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

January 2010 General Supplemental Page 29 of 49



@ 2003-624
Created By: Kathrin Y Nietson on 08t14t2003 at 02:2g pM
Category: Ethics Advisory Opinions, Miscellaneous
Caption:

August 14,2003

John B. Wells
Attorney at Law
317 Portsmouth Drive
Slidell, LA70460-8429

RE: Ethics Board Docket No.2003-624

Dear Mr. Wells:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its August 14, 2003 meeting, considered your request
for an advisory opinion regarding the propriety of the Belle Chasse Academy, a charter
school in Plaquemines Parish, hiring the sister of a member of the school's board of
directors as a teacher for the gifted students. Mr. Behrenger Brechtel is a member of the
Board for the School and his sister, Ms. Rebecca U. Brechtel, is the only applicant for the
position. Ms. Brechtel is a certified teacher and will be teaching within her certification.

The Board concluded and instructed me to inform you that the Code of Ethics does not
prohibit Ms. Brechtel's employment under the facts as you have stated them. Section
1119B(1) of the Code prohibits the immediate family member of a school board member
from being employed by the school. However, Section 1119B(2)(a) creates an exception
providing that the family member may be employed "as a classroom teacher provided that
such family member is certified to teach." The Board has clarified that this exception
only applies when the teacher is certified to teach and is also employed to teach within her
certification. Notice also that Mr. Brechtel must recuse himself from any decision
involving the promotion or assignment of teaching locations regarding Ms. Brechtel.

The Board issues no opinion regarding laws other than the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. Should you have any further questions, please contact me at (800)
842-6630 or (225) 7 63-877 7 .

Sincerely,
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@ zooz-444

Created By: Tiffany Lawhon on 08t2At2002 at 12:12 pM
Category: Ethics Advisory Opinions
Caption:

August 1-9, 2OO2

Thomas Craig , Jr.
l-06 Clista Street
Mansfiel-d, LA 7L052

Re: Ethics Board Docket No. 2002-444

Dear Mr. Craig:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, dt its August 13, 2OO2
meetitg, considered your request for an ad.visory opinion as
to the propriety of your daughter, Brooke Craig, being
employed as a kindergarten teacher with the Desoto parish
school Board, when you serve as a member of the school-
board. You stated that your daughter is certified to teach
grades 1-8, but not kindergarten.

The Board concruded, and instructed me to inform you, that
the code of Governmental Ethics prohibits your daughter, s
employment as a kindergarten teacher with the DeSoto Parish
school Board whire you serve as a member of the school-
board. Generarry, section r-1198 of the code prohibits an
immediate famiry member of a schoor board member from being
employed by that school board.. Section l_j_198 (2) (a) (i) of
t,he code permits the immediate family member of a school-
board member who is certified to teach to be emproyed as a
classroom teacher. The Board held that since Brooke craig
is not certified to teach kind.ergarten, the exception does
not apply. Therefore, her employment with the Desoto parish
schooL Board.'as a teacher for grad"r other than L-g would. be
prohibited. The Board issues no opinion as to laws ot,her
than the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (225)
922- 1400 or (800) 842-G630.

Sincerely,
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General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2010-008
0ut5t20l0

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion regarding whether a violation of the Code

would result if Tenebonne Parish Consolidated Government selects and contracts with a
developer to build a housing development when Mr. Barry Blackwell, former Parish Manager, is
a50o/o owner of the proposed development site.

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: l l2lB(l), I121(C)

Comments:
Facts: Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government (TPCG) was awarded l0 million dollars
from the Louisiana Offrce of Community Development's Disaster Recovery Unit to develop
affordable rental housing in the wake of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. In May 2009, a Request for
Proposals was developed, and Coastal Phoenix Investments, LLC submitted the highest scoring
proposal. Included in Coastal's proposal is a purchase agreement with Northpark, LLC reciting a
purchase price over eight million dollars. (This sale has not yet been finalized). Mr. Barry
Blackwell is a 50% owner of Northpark,LLC. He is also the former Parish Manager, having

served in that position from January 2004 until January 2008.

Issue: Whether Mr. Blackwell's tenure as Parish Manager presents any violation of the Code
given his ownership interest in Northpark, LLC.

Law: Sections I l2lB(l) and I I121(C) states that no former public employee, nor any legal

entity in which he is an officer, director, trustee, or partner, or employee, shall, for a period of
two years following the termination of his public employment, assist another person, for
compensation, in a transaction or in an appearance in connection with a transaction in which the

former public employee participated at any time during his public employment and which
involves his former public employer.

Analysis/Conclusion: No violations of the Code are presented under these facts. The RFP for
the development of the rental housing was not published until May 2009, while Mr. Blackwell's
employ as Parish President ended in January 2008 . Therefore, Mr. Blackwell did not participate

a transaction in which he participated as a former public employee as all relevant transactions
occurred after the termination of his employ. (DLG)

Recommendations: Adopt proposed advisory opinion.
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Date

Ms. Courtney E. Alcock
P.O. Box 1905

Houma. LA7036l

Re: Board Docket No.2009-942

Dear Ms. Alcock:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its Januarv 15.201
an advisory opinion regarding whether a violation of
Consolidated Government selects and contracts with a
when Mr. Barry Blackwell, former Parish Manager, is a
site. You stated that Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Go
dollars from the Louisiana Office of Communitv Unitto develop
affordable rental housing in the wake of Hurricanes , a Request for
Proposals was developed, and Coastal Phoenix sconng
proposal. Included in Coastal's proposal is a LLC reciting a

purchase price over eight million dollars. ( bualso statedthat
Mr. Barry Blackwell is a 50% owner of former Parish Manager,
having served in that position from

The Board concluded. and inst Governmental Ethics would
will not preclude the contin process nor the ultimate
execution of the proposal. that employee (nor any entity in
which the publi rs an , trustee, partner, or employee) shall, for a period of

employment, assist another person, for
connection with a transaction in which the
his public employment and which involves

two years

of the rental housing was not published
as Parish President ended in Januarv 2008.

participating in a transaction in which he participated as a

transactions occurred after the termination of his employ.

This ad y on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts presented

may result in a ion of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board issues no
opmlon as to laws other than Code of Governmental Ethics. If you have any
questions, please co at (225) 219 -5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

vlse

for
:ll's
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COURTNEY E. ALCOCK*
MICHELLE L. NEIL

*Also admitted in Virginia and

District of Columbia

LAW OFFICE OF
COURTNEY E. ALCOCK

December 22,2009

620 SCHOOL STREET
SUITE A
HOUMA LA 70360

MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 1905
HOUMA LA 7036I

PHONE: (98s) 6ss{104
FAX: (9Es)872-1611

Attn: Kathleen Allen
Louisiana Board of Ethics
2415 Quail Drive, Third Floor
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Re: Does arry violation of the ethics code result against Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Government (TPCG) or Mn Barry Blachnellfrom TPCG selecting and/or ultimately contracting
with a developer to build an affordable housing development where the proposed site of the
development is currently owned by NORTHPARK LLC a company fifty percent owned by the

former Parish Manager of TPCG, Mn Barry Blach,yell, who served in that positiov,from
January 2004 until January 2008 and who is now currently serving as Director pf thg' 

1

Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Waterworks District #1 (a political subdivision separgtg:from ;

TPCG)?

Honorable Members of the Board:

I i ' . : .-

..) I {. ,1.

Ll.' '-;

Please submit the following opinion inquiry at the January meeting of the Ethic{Bdard:t"al

Does any violation of the ethics code result against Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Government (TPCG) or Mr. Barry Blackwell from TPCG selecting and/or ultimately contracting
with a developer to build an affordable housing development where the proposed site of the
development is currently owned by NORTHPARK, LLC a company fifty percent owned by the
former Parish Manager of TPCG, Mr. Barry Blackwell, who served in that position from January
2004 until January 2008 and who is now currently serving as Director of the Terrebonne Parish
Consolidated Waterworks District #l (a political subdivision separate from TPCG)?

By way of background information, I offer the following:

Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government was awarded $10 million dollars from the
State of Louisiana Office of Community Development's Disaster Recovery Unit as a result of
damage caused by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike in 2008 for the sole purpose of developing
affordable rental housing. This grant was issued in response to the well documented need for
affordable work force housing in the parish. In May of 2009, a "Request for Proposals"l was
developed and a public notice was published in The Courier and other Louisiana newspapers.
The "Request for Proposals" was also posted on Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government's

-t

' Copy of the Request for Proposal is attached as Exhibit I
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website www.tpcg.ors. A proposer's conference was held on May 15, 2009, at which 20
potential proposers were in attendance. Prospective proposers were given the latitude to
determine the number of units they would construct and the location of the development.
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government did not direct nor influence the locality of the
proposed developments. The deadline to submit proposals was June 8, 2009 at 4:00 pm. A total
of four proposals were submitted by the deadline.

A non-partisan committee was established to review the proposals and to make
recommendations. The committee included representatives from Catholic Housing Services,
Nicholls State University, Terrebonne Parish Housing & Human Services Deparhnent,
Terrebonne Parish Planning & Zoning Department, Terrebonne Economic Development
Authority and a local community bank. On June 11,2009, the committee met to review and
preliminarily evaluate the proposals. The proposals were scored based on the factors listed in the
published "Request for Proposals". On June 16,2009, the committee convened to accept oral
presentations from the four proposers. After all presentations were made and the final scores
tabulated, it was determined that Coastal Phoenix lnvestments, LLC (Coastal Phoenix) submiued
the highest scoring proposal.2&3 Coastal Phoenix Investments, LLC proposed a total of 335
housing units utilizing $10,000,000.00 of disaster funds and leveraging 567,441,773.00 from
other sources. Subsequently, a presentation to the Terrebonne Parish Council was made by
Coastal Phoenix Investments, LLC. The Tenebonne Parish Council unanimously approved the
conditional recommendation to fund the project.a

Included in the Coastal Phoenix proposal is a purchase agreement with Northpark, LLC
for approximately 145 acres of land to provide the site for the affordable housing development
(purchase agreement flagged in Exhibit 2). The purchase agreement cites a purchase price of
Eight Million Three Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand and No/00 Dollars ($8,325,000.00) with
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of eamest money to be delivered by Coastal Phoenix to
Northpark, LLC. Upon information and belief, this purchase agreement remains in effect today
as the sale of the property has yet to be finalized.

In late November/early December of 2009, Coastal Phoenix began the planning
commission process of having the affordable housing development approved. Nearby property
owners living in a residential subdivision along with members of the parish council became
concerned about the development proposal and voiced their concems, which included, among
other issues, the propriety of the use of Northpark's property for the site given that Mr.
Blackwell was employed by TPCG until January 15,2008.

1 Copy of Coastal Phoenix Investments, LLC proposal is attached as Exhibit 2
'Copy of June 24,2009 notice of recommendation of conditional award to Coastal Phoenix from TPCG Department
of Housing and Human Services
n Copy of conditional award Resolution 09-373 of the Tenebonne Parish Council attached as Exhibit 4
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Citizens appeared before the Terrebonne Parish Council on December 6 and December
14 and the Councilperson for that District, Terri Cavalier, held a meeting with residents, Coastal
Phoenix and Northpark to air and to address concems of the neighbors. In addition to Coastal
Phoenix, a representative from Northpark, LLC was present at these meetings.)

The Houma-Terrebonne Regional Planning Commission recently approved the
preliminary and conceptual design of the Coastal Phoenix development; the engineering phase of
planning approval has not occurred.

TPCG has yet to execute a loan agreement with Coastal Phoenix, LLC for the ten million
dollars in CDBG appropriations as the funding is conditioned upon receiving the approval of the
Louisiana Recovery Authority, the Louisiana Offrce of Community Development, and the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Given that the approval of Coastal Phoenix development is ongoing with the ultimate execution
of the CDBG loan agreement not yet signed, may this process continue and/or does any violation
of the ethics code result against TPCG or Mr. Barry Blackwell due to the timing of his tenure as

Parish Manager?

Please contact my office for any additional information you require and that information will be
provided immediately upon request.

Thank you for your expedited assistance in this matter of great importance to
Terrebonne Parish.

Siryryerely,/l ",',:r/ r.
/ ,,n /-)ra Al l t, /(-
tlountt.reur p. ercocr
Parish Attorney

CE,UIV
Cc: Council Reading File (w/encl)

All members of the Tenebonne Parish Council (w/o encl)
Michel Claudet, Parish President (w/o encl)
Al Levron, Parish Manager (w/ encl)
Danel Waire, Department of Housing and Human Services (w/o encl)
Pat Gordon, Department of Planning and Zoning (w/o encl)

5 Copies of information provided by Northpark, LLC are attached as Exhibits 5 and 6.
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iAN, 1 l, 2010 2:03PM DUVAL FUl\lDERBURK N0. 868

tAW OFFICES

DUVAL, FUNDERBURK SUNDBERY, TOVELI & WAnflNs
(A Pmfessionatr Imv CarVoruion)

rO] WIUION AVENUE

P. O. EOX 30lZ
HOUMA, LOUISIANA 7036I

Jauuary 10,2010

,AMEs M. FUNDERSURK

SIDNEY C. 5UNDBERY

c BERWCKDWAL ll
cr^YToN ELWEI
STANWOODR"DWAT

r, I

CLAUDE E. DUVAI
(1914-1986)

Aree Ccde 985
Telephone 87t-64t0

Fa( 851-1490
vrrtrvdurallarrfi rncom

(Hur.briE h Aflrail rddasrr

oF couNs€r
WI1UAMS-WATKINS

Ms. Kathleeo Alleq Esq.
Louisiana Board of Etbics
Post OfiEce Box 4368
Batoa Rougg louisiana TOBZL

ViaFax Q25)t8t-727t

;
Docket Number 201G008 =
Ethics Opinion requ€sted by the Terrebonne ParF
Consolidated Govsnment -l

FJa
€(-)r :': ,

f r-l t- ::

fqz::,
v-4-|

!"?l.-
n

Re:

Dear IvIs, Alleqr:

This firu rcpr€se,nts Coastal Phoenix Investmeirts, LLC, f'Coastal Phoenix') and we are
in receipt of a letter dated Docember 22, 20Og from Courtrey E. Alcoclq Terrebonne Parish
Attomey to )ou requesting an opinion as to whether the Tecrebonne Parish Consolidated
Ggvrygert f'TPCG") can execute a contract with Coastal Phoenix regarding the building of
affordable housing units in Terrebonne parisb.

On behalf of Coastal Phoeuix, I haeby join in the request for that opiuion"

As Ms. Alcock set forth in her letter, Coastal Phoenix's proposal was selected by the non-
pa*isan comrdttee establish€d by TPCG, The proposal submitted by Coastal Phoenii included
the prchqse agreement referencod by Ms. Aloock, whereby Coastal Phoenix will purchase
propry from NORTHPARJq LIf, which propenty will be the site to build tne affordable
housing rmits. We have been informed ttrat I{r. btactaveU owns 50% of NORTHPARIL LLC.
By way of additional information, Mr. Blackwell does not own any int€rest in Coastal plloenix,
nor has he ever owned any zuch intaest. Mr. Blackwell's sole connestion with Coastal phoenix
is that he happens to own 50% of the LLC from which Coastal Phoenix will purcbase the
prop€rty which will become the site of the afrordable housing units. Mr. Blaclsv,'eli recelves no
income from Coastal Phoe,nix, nor will he in the futue. He is-not eurployed by, nor doee he have
anyother contractrral relationship with Coastal phoenix.

Thark you for yor:r attention to this matter, and should you need additional inforuation
please do not hesitate to contact me.
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JAN, 1 1. 20 1 0 2:04PM DUVAL FUNDERBURK

DWAL R NDEnlNJn& suNDEtnr, LovE't & w illoltls

cBDrvjbl
cc,: Ms. CourheY E. Alcock

Sincerelylours,

@
C. BffWICKDUVAL,II

N0,868 P. 3
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General ltem

Ethics Board Docket No. BD 2010-034
0Utst20t0

RE: Consideration of a request for an advisory opinion concerning whether a staff member of
the National Association of Charter Authorizers (NACSA) may participate as a member of an
evaluation team making recommendations to the Department of Education pursuant to a contract
between NACSA and the Department of Education

Relevant Statutory Provisions, Advisory Opinions: 1112

Comments:

FACTS: The Department of Education submits a request for an advisory opinion concerning
individuals who may serve on evaluation teams which make recofirmendations to the Department
of Education. La. R.S. 17:3973 requires the chartering authority to review each Type 5 charter
school proposal in compliance with the Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School
Authorizing as promulgated by the National Association of Charter School Authorizers. The
Department of Education contracts with the National Association of Charter Authorizers
(NACSA) to make recommendations concerning Type 5 charter school proposals which have
been submitted to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE). NACSA
works with the Department to assemble and manage evaluation teams to evaluate and make
recommendations concerning the applications. The evaluation teams consist of both local and
national experts on law, education, frnance, law, and not-for-profit corporation management.
Evaluation teams sometimes include a NACSA staff member with the appropriate expertise. The
evaluation team submits a consensus recommendation to the Department. The Department
reviews the NACSA recommendation and makes its own recommendation to BESE conceming
the charter school application. BESE is not bound by the recommendation of eitherNACSA or
Department and has the final decision on whether or not to approve a charter application.

ISSUE: (1) May an evaluation team member who may be aNACSA staff member, evaluate and
make recommendations to the Department of Education concerning a proposal submitted to the
Department by a NACSA associate member or organization? Associate members include charter
school operators, researchers, education management organizations, or other entities which are

active in the charter school sector. They pay dues to NACSA but do not have voting privileges
in the governance of the orgartization. (2) May an evaluation team member, who may be a
NACSA staff member, evaluate and make recornmendations to the Department regarding a

charter school proposal in which a NACSA associate member is to be the education management
organization.
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ANALYSIS: Section 1112 prohibits a public servant from participating in a transaction in which
he, a person of whom he serves as an officer, director, trustee, partner or employee, or a person

with whom he is negotiating or has an alrangement concerning prospective employment, has a

substantial economic interest. A threshold issue is whether the NACSA staff members who may
serve on the evaluation team are public employees. NACSA, a private entity, contracts with the
Department of Education to make recommendations to BESE concerning charter school
applications. BESE retains the authority to make the final decision on all charter school
applications, and is not bound by the recommendations of NACSA or the Department of
Education. NACSA's function, therefore, is simply to provide guidance to BESE, which is done

on a contractual basis. This function does not make the NACSA staff members public
employees. Therefore, Section 1112 of the Code is not implicated. (CDJ)

Recommendations: Adopt the proposed advisory opinion
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DATE

Mr. Paul G. Pastorek. State Superintendent of Education
Department of Education
P.O. Box 94064
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064

RE: Louisiana Board of Ethics Docket No. 2010-034

Dear Superintendent Pastorek:

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its January 15,2010 meeting, considered your request for an
advisory opinion conceming whether staff members of the National Association of Charter School
Authorizers (NACSA) may participate as part of evaluation teams assembled by NACSA and the
Department of Education, to make recommendations concerning Type 5 charter school proposals.
You state that the Department of Education contracts with the NACSA to make these
recommendations, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3973. You state that the evaluation teams consist of
national and local experts in the fields of educationo law, finance, and not-for-profit management,
and that sometimes an NACSA staff member with the appropriate dualifications will serve on the
evaluation team. You request an opinion as to whether an evaluation team member who may be a
NACSA staff member, may make recommendations to the Department regarding a charter school
proposal submitted by a NACSA associate member organization, and whether NACSA, or a staff
member who serves on an evaluation team, may make a recommendation concerning a propogal in
which aNACSA associate memberistobe the education management organization forthe nonprofit
organization applying for the charter contract.

Based upon the infomration which you have provided, the Board concluded, and instructed me to
inform you, that it determined that the NACSA and its employees are not public servants pursuant
to the Code of Govemmental E&ics. Accordingly, there is no conflict of interest arising underthe
Code presented by either of the scenarios which you describe.

The Board issues no opinion as to laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics. This advisory
opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as presented may result
in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. If you have any fuither questions,
please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or at (800) 842-6630.

Sincerely.

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Courtney D. Jackson
For the Board
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3o to _o 34

December 7,2009 
H

Louisiana Board of Ethics S-i

Post Office Box 436g t
Baton Rouge,LAToB2t ; i',LJt""

Re: Request for advisory opinion from the Board of Ethics - 1.,-"L-jv -.
To the Louisiana Board of Ethics: f.- ft i.3 -r:
Please include this request for an advisory opinion on the agenda for the February, 2010 meeting of theLouisiana Board of Ethics.

I. Background

In 2005' the Louisiana Legislature amended La. R.s. 17:3973 to require that.the chartering authorityshall review each Type 5 charter proposal-in compliance *itt tn" principles -J it-o*os for eualitycharter School Authorizing as promuigated by the National essociation of charter School Authorizers.,'Since that time, either the state-Boaro Jrgternentary and sr"onluy Education (BESE) or the Departmentof Education has contracted with the National Association of bnurt"rAuthorizers (NACSA) to conductand manage the process.by.which Type 5 and/or Type 2.hurt., school proposalsr, and the nonprofitcorporations that have submitted thosi proposars, are ivatuateo.

NACSA is a nonprofit organization comprised of.(l) voting Members: state and local public educationagencies that are empowered by law to contract with charte;chool operators for the operation of charterschools and to monitor theii performance and 
^(2) 

Associate MLmbers: charter school operators,researchers, education management organizationrt'thui ;;G. charter schools on behalf of charterschool operators, and others aitive or inierested in the chaner sihool sector. only Members have votingprivileges' Associate Members have no role in the governance or management of the Association.NAcsA provides a variety of resources to. its r.16"r" l.rru.t", school authorizers) and associatemembers (charter school operators and education managemeni organizations), including publications andseminars on various topics related to the governance and operation of charter schools. NACSA,s associatemembers pay NACSA ayearly $500 meribership fee for u"."r, to these resources. NACSA currently has106 charter authorizers as members and T5associate member organizations. Total Income from all typesof membership represents ress than 5%oof NACSA" *"rui rJg*.
Pursuant to its contract with the Department of Education, NAcsA works with the Department toassemble and manage evaluation teams composed of local andnational experts on education, finance,law
' A Type 5 charter school is preexisting public school transfened to the Recovery School District pursuant to La.R'S' 17:10'5 or l0'7 and operated p,rituunt to a charter contract between a nonprofit corporation and the StateBoard of Elementary and Secondary Education. A Type 2 charter school is a new school or a preexisting publicschool converted and operated as thi result ofand pursuant to a charter between the nonprofit corporation created tooperate the school and the state Board ofElementaryand Secondary Education. A Type 2 charterschool is not aschool under the jurisdiction of the Recovery School District.
An eoucatlon management organization (EMo) is usually a for-profit.com-pany that specializes in managing theday+o-day operation of charter schools on behalf of a non-p.oni"ofi"*io" that holds a charter contract.

STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

POST OFFICE BOX 94064, BATON ROUGE, LOUISANA 70804-9064
Toll Free #: t-877-453-2721
http ://www. louisianaschools. net

'An Equal Opportunity Employer,
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Louisiana Board of Ethics O
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PGP:JCH:rcf

C: Ollie S. Tyl".:.?"puty Superintendent of Educarion
James C. Hrdlicka
Kenneth Campbell

and not-for-profit corporation management to review Type 2and Type 5 charter school proposals. Basedon need and availability, evaluation't.u.nr sometime inrtua. a Na'csa ,tur,"ru"r with appropriateexpertise' The evaluation teams 
'eview 

written ,uu,nirrion, and conduct in-person capacity interviewswith applicunt *o,11:;^-rot tu"rrupfriLion, the r"u*g.**r.s a consensus recommendation to theDepartment of Education regarding ;-,$:jir:lT"#i1t3"i[o,ication 
warrants approvar or deniar. TheDepartment of Education,'in tu--, i"ui.*, the evaluator recommendations and makes its ownrecommendations to BESE regarding approvar or r.;rction-or-each charter proposar.

NACSA's primarY resPonsibility throughout the evaruations is to manage the process and to ensure thatthe teams apply consistent high-stanou.?, to their urrrr*"nr, of each application. To this end, NACSAassigns teams leaders; conducts an orientatiol 
l; :,ui!i.',i."pro..r, and criteria; fac'itates scheduringand communications between trre oepartment and the evaruation teams; ;;;;; timety compretion of

:]jj"ll3il,i"t|,.. 
evaluation pto""',;'*a pr;;ia;r ;;";Jr"* strucrure and format for derivery of the

In assembling evalumion,tllTi,^ft" Department of Education typically recommends a local (Louisiana)charter school expert and NAC'sA *olor"nos two to trr.e nutional experts for participation on eachteilm' NACSA screens all team *"tu".t for potentiar .""ni.o of interest. A copy of the conflict ofinterest questionnaire used by NAcs;;;;rre aroremeniion"J..ir.nirg process is anached to this lener.
II. Questions

Is it a violation of La' R.S' 42:l ll2, or any other provision of the code of Governmental Ethics, for anyevaluation team member, *tto itui'il" a Nacsa staff member, to evaruate, and to makerecommendations to the Department or pau"ution, r"*r6t;;; charter school proposar submitted to theDepartment of Education by one 
"iivabie,s associat!,;;il organizations?

Is it a violation of La' R's' 42:1712, or any other provision of the code of Governmentar Ethics, forNACSA' or for anv evaluation rea;m;m;1r:yho ,ir"v u. u-NicSA staff member, to evaluate, and tomake recommendaiions to.tr'e oepartmeni?lI!T"i";, r.gil;q a charter school proposal submitted tothe Department of Education, in it i.rrl Nacse 
"rr"ri"r! ,"rue. i, to ue ttre ejuJation managementorganization for the nonprofirorganizationapptying for the charter contract?

fit,'#rtlfi-11?f",i""' 
please contact christopher Fruge', an anorney for rhe Deparrment of

SincerelV,/

/

[rf*-

-
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Conflict of Interest Ouestionnaire for Louisiana Charter School ADplication Evaluation
Team Members

l. Have you worked for or with, or do you know, any of the applicants that either you are

responsible for reviewing or that, to your knowledge, have othenpise submitted an application

to ihe Iouisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (the "applicanf'or

"applicants")?

fl ves ! No

If yes, please specifu.

2. Have you worked for or with, or do you know, any of the applicants'proposed partners?

I ves f] No

If yes, please speciff.

3. Have you worked for or with, or do you know, any of the individuals proposed as trustees for

any of the applicants?

[Yes [No

If yes, please specifu.

4. Have you worked for or with, or do you know, any of the potential enrployees of the

applicants?

I Yes f] No

If yes, please speciff.

cst 2
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I

. 5. To the best of your knowledge, have any of your relatives worked for or with, or do they
' know any of the applicants or the applicants' proposed partners, trustees or employees?

[Yes nxo
If yes, please speciff.

6. Have you, or, to the best of your knowledge, any of your relatives assisted or been asked to

assist in preparing the applications that you have been asked to review?

I ves f] No

If yes, please speciff.

7. Have any of the applicants or the applicants' proposed parfiters, trustees or employees offered

errployment to yorl or, to the best of your knowledge, any of your relatives within the last two

years?

[Yes nNo

If yes, please speciff.

8. To the best of yotn knowledge, does any individual or organization with whom or which you

are affiliated (as an anployee, consultant or otherwise) have any financial relationship with
any of the applicants anilor applicants' proposed parhrers, trustees or employees, including but

not limited to confiacts to supply services or real estate?

[ves lNo
If yes, please speciff.

Revised: l0/l/07
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, g. To the best of your knowledge, in the event that an applicant is granted a charter, does any
. individual or organization with whom or which you are affiliated (as an ernployee, consultant

or otherwise) have any intention to enter into, or seek to enter into, any financial rel{iolship
with such charter school or its partners, bustees or employees, including but not limited to

contracts to supply services or real estate?

[Yes nNo

If yes, please speciff.

10. In the event that an applicant is grantd a charter, do you, or, to the best of your knowled8e, !o
any of your relatives, have any intention to enter into, or seek to enter into, a relationship with

such charter school or its partners, Eustees or employees, including but not limited to contracts

to supply services or real estate.

[Yes [No

If yes, please speciff.

I 1. Do you anticipate that any of your children, or the children of any of your relatives or persons

by whom you-are employed or affiliated with, will attend any of the proposed charter schools

that you have been asked to evaluate should such schools be granted a charter?

[Yes nNo

If yes, please speciff.

12. Do you have a preference for how a charter school is established, i.e.. in conjunction with a

for-profit, college or university, museum, non-profit, or corporate entity?

[ves nNo

If yes, please speciff.

Revised: l0/l/07
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I
4

. '13. Do you have a preference for what the mission of any particular charter school should be,
- or how it should be organized?

lYes lNo
If yes, please speciff.

14. The charter schools law in Louisiana states that a preference should be given to schools serving
"at-risk students." The law does not define "at risk." Will you be open to various definitions
of "at risk" that may be employed by the applicants?

lYes [No
If no, please speciff.

15. Do you have any beliefs pertaining to class size, curriculum, performance assessment, parental

involvement or facilities that may prohibit you from providing an objective evaluation of an

applicant with different views orbeliefs?

[ves f]No
If yes, please specifu.

16. Please check the appropriate box for you.

f] t urn able to serve as an objective and unbiased Evaluation Team member.

n t urn unable to senre as an objective and unbiased Evaluation Team mernber. Please see

reason(s) below:

Revised: l0/l/07
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,ilo
.-5
. '17. Do you own any stock, or have any financial interests, in a Charter Managernent
' Organization (CMO), an Educational Service Provider (ESP) or other charter school partner

organizations?

fl Yes INo

If yes, please speciff.

PrintName

Signature

Date

Revised: l0/l/07
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