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February  21,  2025

The  Honorable  Senator  Blake  Miguez

Vice  Cliair,  Senate  and  Governmental  Affairs

apa.s-s&g(ET),legis.la.gov

p.o.  Box  94183

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70804

The  Honorable  Representative  Gerald  "Beau"

Beaullieu,  IV

Chair,  House  and  Goveri'ii'nental  Affairs

apa.l'i-Jig(alegis.la.gov

P. 0.  Box  94062

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70804

Re:  Promulgation  of  Rules  Regarding  Campaign  Finance  Complaints  (LAC  52:  I.

Chapter  7, Louisiana  Register,  Volume  51,  No.  1,  January  20,  2025,  Page  91-

92)

Dear  Senator  Miguez  and  Representative  Beaullieu:

Pursuant  to R.S.  49:968(D)(1)(b),  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Ethics  reports  that  no  public  hearing  has

been  or will  be held  as to the  proposed  regulations  for  processing  campaign  finance  complaints.

The  deadline  to submit  comments  or request  a public  hearing  for  the  proposed  rule  was  February

10,  2025.  No  one  submitted  comments  or  requested  a public  hearing;  therefore,  no  public  hearing

was  sclieduled.

If  you  would  like  to schedule  a hearing  before  your  respective  Committee  to consider  the  proposed

rules,  please  contact  Kristy  Gary,  Deputy  Ethics  Administrator,  or myself  to provide  sucli

assistance  as is  necessary  under  these  circumstances  Upon  receiving  a favorable

recommendation,  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Ethics  anticipates  the  final  rule  will  be published  on  April

20,  2025.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA  BOARD  OF  ETHICS

David  M.  Bordelon

For  the  Board

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER



NOTICE  OF  INTENT

Department  of  Civil  Service

Board  of  Ethics

Campaign  Finance  Coinplaints

(LAC  52:I.Chapter  7)

In accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  tlie  Administrative

Procedure  Act,  R.S.  49:950  et seq.,  notice  is hereby  given

that  the Departinent  of  Civil  Service,  Board  of  Etliics,  has

initiated  rulemaking  procedures  and is proposing  to adopt  a

Rule  regarding  processing  Cainpaign  Finance  Disclosure  Act

complaints.

Title  52

ETHICS

Part  1. Board  of  Ethics

Chapter  7.  Complaints

§709.  Campaign  Finance  Complaints

A.  Except  as otherwise  provided  in  this  Section,  the

general  provisions  relating  to  complaints  shall  apply  to

coinplaints  filed  regarding  violations  of  the  Campaign

Finance  Disclosure  Act.

B.  All  complaints  inust  be signed  by  the  coinplainant  and

received  on a form  approved  by the  board  or in a format  that

contains  the  following  information:

1.  the complainant's  full  name  and  mailing  address.

2.  an email  address  for  the  coinplainant,  if  available.

3. the identification  of  each person  who  is alleged  to

have  violated  the  Campaign  Finance  Disclosure  Act

("CFDA").

4.  a clear  and concise  recitation  of  the  facts  describing

the  alleged  violation  of  the  CFDA.

5.  With  respect  to stateinents  made  in the compiaint,

tlie  coinplainant  shall:

a. indicate  whether  tlie  stateinents  are based  on the

complainant's  personal  knowledge,  or

b.  include  reasonable  identification  of  the source  of

the information,  which  gives  rise  to the  complainant's  belief

in the  trut)i  of  the  statements  in the  complaint.
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6.  All  documentation  in the complainant's  possession

suppoits  the facts  alleged  in the  complaint.

C.  By  providing  an  email  address,  the  complainant

agrees  to accept  communications  from  the board  via  email,

and all correspondence  from  the board  to the complainant

shall  request  confirmation  of  the  receipt  of  the

coinmunication  via  an  electronic  "read  receipt"  to  be

provided  by the  complainant.

D.  If  the  board's  staff  determines  that  tlie  complaint  does

not  substantially  comply  with  Paragraph  B of  this  Section,

tlie  board's  staff  shall  send  a notice  wit)iin  five  business  days

after  receipt  of  the  complaint  to the complainant  and  to each

person  identified  in the complaint  as allegedly  violating  the

CFDA  that  no action  shall  be taken  on the basis  of  the

complaint.

E.  If  the  board's  staff  determines  that  a complaint

substantially  complies  with  Paragraph  B of  this  Section,

within  five  business  days  after  receiving  tlie  complaint,  the

staff  shall  send a notice  to each person  identified  in the

complaint  as having  allegedly  violated  the CFDA  advising

of  the  procedures  in this  Section.

1.  The  recipient  of  the  notice  sent to  the  person

identified  in the complaint  as allegedly  violating  the CFDA

shall  be referred  to as the  "respondent."

2. The notice  sent  to the respondent  shall  include  a

copy  of  the  complaint  from  which  t)ie  board's  staff  has

redacted  any  information  that  would  identity  the

complainant.

3.  If  the respondent  has provided  an email  address,

either  on  a notice  of candidacy  or  an  electronic  filing

affidavit,  the notice  shall  be transinitted  via email  to t)ie

respondent,  with  confirmation  of  receipt  via  a "read  receipt"

to be provided  by  the  respondent.

4.  Within  15 days  froin  the receipt  of  the notice,  the

respondent  shall  submit  a letter  or memorandum  stating

reasons  why  the  board  should  take  nO action,  along  with  any

reasonably  necessary  supporting  documentation.

a. Upon  receipt  thereof,  the  complaint,  the

response,  and  any  supporting  documentation  shall  be

considered  by  the  board  at its  next  scheduled  monthly

n'ieeting,  according  to the public  deadline  on the board's

website,  and at which  at ieast  2/3 of  its membership  is

present.

b.  If  a response  is not  provided  within  15 days  from

receipt  of  the notification,  the complaint  shall  be considered

by  t)ie  board  at its next  scheduled  monthly  meeting,  at which

at least  2/3 of  its membership  is present.

5. After  the board  considers  the complaint  and the

response,  if  one  is  fixed within  15 days,  as provided  in

Paragrapli  4 of  this  Section,  the board  iriay  take  one of  the

following  actions:

a. upon  a majority  vote  of  the  board,  issue  a letter  to

the complainant  and tlie  respondent  that  the  board  found  no

reason  to  believe  a violation  has  occurred  or  otherwise

terminated  its proceedings.

b.  upon  an affiririative  vote  of  at least 2/3 of  its

membership,  issue  a letter  to the  respondent  that it has

reason  to believe  that  the  respondent  has violated  the CFDA

by identifying  the provision  of  the CFDA  alleged  to have

been violated  and the alleged  factual  basis supporting  the

finding,  inciuding  reference  to  any  specific  transactions

identified  as a violation.

AUTHORJTYNOTE:  Proinulgatcd  in  accordance  witli  R.S.

42:1134(A).

HISTORICALNOTE:  Proinulgated  by the Department  ofCivil
Service,  Board  of  Etliics,  LR 51 :

Family  Impact  Statement

T)ie  proposed  Rule  has  no  known  ii'npact  on  family

formation,  stability  or  autonomy,  as described  in  R.S.

49:972,

Poveity  Impact  Statement

The  proposed  Rule  has no known  ii'npact  on poveity,  as

described  in R.S.  49:973.

Smal}  Business  Analysis

The  proposed  Rule  should  not  have  any  known  or adverse

impact  on small  business  as described  in R.S.  49:978.5.

Provider  Impact  Statement

The  proposed  Rtile  should  not  have  any  known  or

foreseeable  impact  on providers  as defined  by HCR  170 of

2014  Regular  Legislative  Session.

Pubic  Comments

Interested  persons  may  direct  their  comments  to David  M.

Bordelon,  Louisiana  Board  of  Ethics,  p.o. Box  4368,  Baton

Rouge,  Louisiana  70821,  teleplione  (225)  2]9-5600,  until

4:45  p.m.  on February  10, 2025.

David  M.  Bordelon

Ethics  Administrator

FISCAL  AND  ECONOMIC  IMP  ACT  ST  ATEMENT

FOR  ADMINISTRATIVE  RULES

RULE  TITLE:  Campaign  Finance  Complaints

I. ESnMATED  IMPLEMENTATION  COSTS  (SAVINGS)  TO

STAaIE  OR LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  UNITS  (Suminaiy)

The proposed  rule change  is not anticipated  to result  in any

cost  or savings  to t)ie state oi' local  govei'iiment  units,  otliei'  tlian

the cost to publisli  the Notice  of  Intent  and the rule ii'i  tlie State

Register  ($300).

The proposed  rule codifies  a section  of  Act  664 or  tlie 2024

Regular  Session,  which  provides  procedures  for  filing  and

processing  complaints  regarding  violations  of  tlie  Campaign

Finance  Disclosure  Act  with  tlie Supervisory  Coinmittee  on

Cainpaign  Finance.

II. ESTTMATEDEFFECTONREVENUECOLLE(%nONSOFSTATE

OR LOCAL  GOVP.RNMENTAL  UNITS  (Summaiy)

The  proposed  rule  change  has no  anticipated  effect  on

revenue  collections  of  state or local  goveminental  units.

III. ES'nMATED  COSTS  AND/OR  ECONOMIC  BENEFITS  TO

D{RECTI.Y  AFFECTED  PERSONS, SMALL  BUSINESSES.  OR

NONGOVERNMENTAL  GROUPS  (Suinmary)

The proposed  rule provides  instructions  to lliose  w)io  wish

to  file  a complaint  regarding  violations  of the  Campaign

Finance  Disclosure  Act  and should  not l'iave a fiscal  impact  on

these groups.

IV. ESnMATED  EFFECT  ON COtVIPEaIlllON  AND  EMPLOYMENT

(Suinmary)

Tlie  proposed  rule  change  has no  anticipated  effect on

coinpetition  and employment.

Kristy  Gary

Deputy  Administrator
250 i#040

Patrice  Thomas

Deputy  Fiscal  Officei'

Legislative  Fiscal  (Xfice
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